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ADVER- 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE SOCIETY AT Tas Haus, inſti- 

T tutedto defend the Doctrines of Reve- 
lation, in oppoſition to the attacks of modern 
Reformers, took its riſe in the Synod of Hol. 
land, aſſembled at Dordt, 1785, When that 

' venerable body were deliberating about the 
beſt means to counteract the influence of 
DR. PrIEsSTLY's writings, and others of a 
ſimilar tendency ; ſome of its members pro- 


_ poſed the inſtitution of a Society, that ſhould "I 


appoint Queſtions to be diſcuſſed, on ſome 
of the moſt important ſubjects of Revela- 
tion, and to offer Premiums for the beſt 


Anſwers. 


vi 5 ADVERTISEMENT, 

Anſwers. This propoſal was encouraged by 
the Commiſſaris Politique, and was unani- 
mouſly approved by the Synod. 


Accordingly, a ſhort time after, the pro- 
poſed Society was inſtituted at the Hague. 
It conſiſts of nine Directing Members, in- 


_ cluding a Preſident and a Secretary; and of 
| ſeveral honorary members, both at home and 
abroad. It holds its meetings at the Hague; 


_ of which there 1s one annually, for adjudging 
[ . Premiums to the authors of the beſt Anſwers 
= - in the year paſt, and for propoſing new . 

Queſtions to be diſcuſſed the year enſuing, 
|. Foreigners are invited to point. out the pre- 


vailing errors in their reſpective countries, 
and the beſt means of confuting them. The 
members are men of the higheſt reputation, 
for piety and learning, in the Republic; 
and thoſe who are foreigners, are alſo re- 
ſpectable characters. Its funds are derived 
from voluntary contributions ; ſome of which 
| have 


Mi 
4 4 * 


ADVERTISEMENT. vil 


have been very liberal. One lady has be- 
queathed to it 550l. IG 


The chief points, annually propoſed for 
diſcuſſion, are the doctrines of the Prote- 
ſtant Churches, as contained in their Con- 
feſſions and Creeds : more particularly, the 
Divine Authority of Scripture ; the Goſpel 
Myſteries ; the Satisfaction of Chriſt; and 
the doctrine of Divine Grace. 


The Society, ſince its firſt inſtitution, has 
met with much encouragement. The States 
of Holland have approved and ſanctioned its 
deſign. The Prince and Princeſs of Orange 
honour it with their patronage: his Serene 
Highneſs is a member of the Society, and 
attends its meetings. The Synods of the 
other Provinces intereſt themſelves in 1ts 
proſperity: and many of the Queſtions, hi- 
therto propoſed by it, have been anſwered 
in a very maſterly and ſatisfactory manner. 


= The 


viii ADVERTISEMENT, 


The following Treatiſe received the ap- 
probation of that Society: and its reſpeQa- 


ble Author (formerly a Miniſter in - the 


Church, but now Profeſſor of Philoſophy, 
of the Mathematics, and of Aſtronomy, in 


the Univerſity of Leyden) was honoured 
with the Gold Medal. The ſubject here diſ- 
_ cuſſed is of great importance; and, as much 


light is thrown upon it by the unuſual man- 


ner in which it is treated, the Editor has 
procured a Tranſlation of it from the Dutch: 
in hope that, through a divine bleſſing, it 


may be of uſe to convince the gainſayer, 


to confirm the wavering, and to o edify the 
ſincere Chriſtian, 


A DEM ON. 


a, 


A 
DEMONSTRATION 
TRUE AND ETERNAL DIVINITY 


| OF OUR 
LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
8 ; * * 
SECTION I. 


THE INCREASING DENIAL OF CHRIST'S DIVI- 
NITY IS REMARKABLE, 


A PREMIUM appointed for a good de- 
monſtration of Chriſt's true Divinity! Is 
it, then, a difficulty in the eighteenth century of 
the chriſtian æra, to determine what we ſhould 
believe, with regard to Him who 1s cur peace, 
our life, our hope? 

In the earlieſt periods of the church: there 
were ſome, both private profeſſors and public 
teachers, who did not continue in that ſimple, 
but powerful, confidence of faith, by which the 
_ Chriſtians, who walked in the footſteps of the 


8 Eph. ll, 14. Col. iii, 4+ 1 Naa. | 
aapoſtles, 
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apoſtles, hs reverenced, and thankfully fol- 
lowed, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; in whoſe love and 
croſs they found their redemption, and in whoſe 
glory and power they experienced their conſo- 
lation in affliction and in death. The ſuppreſſion 
ol the means of knowledge, the intercepted in- 
tercourſe of the diſperſed churches, and eſpe- 
cially the prejudices introduced by Jews and 
Heathens, contributed to effett this degene- 
racy. 2 5 

The religious liberty under CoNsTAN TIN E, 
and the growing reſpett for the clergy, were alſo 
the cauſes of diviſions: and thereby the warm 
temper and fertile genius of Axlus, found an 
opportunity to broach his. doftrine concerning 
the Son, as a being between God and a creature. 
A doctrine which, by his giving it a more po- 
liſhed turn, and rendering it more conformable 
to the ſcriptural ſtyle than the Gnoſtics had done, 
was productive of important and laſling conſe- 
quences. 

When the darkneſs of the middle ages retired, 
and the holy courage of the Reformers was zea- 
louſly exerted, and their extenſive learning ſuc- 
ceſsfully employed, in purifying religion from 
the errors with which it was blended; it was 
eaſy to foreſee, that ſome would make till wider 
ſchiſms. Among others aroſe Socixus; who, 
with his friends, ranked the Saviour's Divinity 

among 
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among he: inventions of a deſtruftive ſuper- 


ſtition. | 
But that now, after ſo much inveſtigation, with 


the aſſiſtance of ſo much light, not only thoſe 


differences ſhould remain ; but that the ſceptics, 


with reſpet to Chriſt's eternal Divinity ſhould, in 


ſpite even of the profeſſion of the ſocieties with 
whom they are connected, increaſe; that many 
Chriſtian teachers ſhould be in doubt about the 
character of their great Maſter, and at a loſs what 
rank to give him in their ſchemes of divinity®; 

that even many ſhould refuſe: him the dignity 
which is allowed him by the half, or the full 
Arians, and conſider him as a mere human 
teacher, peculiarly raiſed up and qualified of God, 
to reſtore the fundamental doctrines of rational 
religion; ſuch as, the being, the unity, and the 


providence of God; the law of love, and a 


In their ſchemes of divinity, Whatever abuſes may be com- 
mitted by methodical inſtruction, we cannot commend the 
ſoundneſs of their judgment, who reject all ſyſtems of divinity, 
Would they have a religion without knowledge? Sciences, 
which are not conſiſtent ? Or agreement, in contradictions? Is 
the juſt arrangement of our ideas conſidered as leſs neceſſary in 


the ſcience of the ſoul, than that of words in the {kill of lan- 


guages? Muſt all uſeful arts be reduced to well- connected ſyſ- 
tems, and the knowledge of divine things, and the grounds of 
our hope, be the only exceptions? What kind of knowledge 


muſt that be, in which children, and ſcholars, and churches, 


will be inſtructed ? 
B 2 future 
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future judgment this is a matter which de- 
ſerves our ſerious attention, and cannot fail to 
excite the pious concern of the real Chriſtian. 


SECT. I 


NO PROOF IN THAT DENIAL AGAINST THIS 
' DOCTRINE. 


UST we deplore this change in the doc- 
A trine, as an ungrateful and moſt danger- 
ous apoſtacy from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his 
ſaving grace? Or is it a good effect of the greater 
light of the preſent age, and a proof, that the 
doctrine cannot bear the trial of time and of 
ſtrict inquiry? Many errors vaniſh, when truth 
gains the victory: and dottrines or diſputed queſ- 
tions, formerly canvaſſed with much acrimony, 
after a courſe of time, fall of, themſelves into 
contempt. | 0 8 

It is not, however, an eſtabliſhed point, that 
the following times always know the truth better 
than the preceding; that important principles, 
formerly adopted with reaſon, never afterwards 
become obſcure; that an age, in ſome reſpe&ts 
enlightened and advancing in the fine arts, does 
not, at the ſame time, either remain ignorant of 


other 


no Proof againſt the Doctrine. 5 
other arts, or decline in the knowledge of them. 
0 The hiſtory of nations and of their refinement ; 
4 the different courſe of the exerciſes of the mind; 
the examples of the famous Greeks and Romans, 
might furniſh us with abundant evidence of the 
truth of this remark. Were the queſtion 
here, concerning any principles of Mathematics, 
of Chymiſtry, or of Aſtronomy, no vain ſuſpi- 


cions would ariſe from an increaſing averſion to 
them, that they were falſe. Nor is it evident, 
that the ſame inference would be made as to 
Ethics and Politics, concerning which ſo much 
is written. But the light that is thrown upon 
corporeal objects by experiments, does not ſuffer 
us to conclude, that we are able to form juſter 
conceptions of things that come not within the 
noticè of the ſenſes. We muſt not, at leaſt, build 
the momentous truths of religion on the paſſing 
ſtream of a faſhionable opinion, or upon any 
prejudices of authority and reſtraint, but upon 
the ſure grounds of rational demonſtration. 
Where could we, otherwiſe, find any limitation 
to truth? For, in our times, there are not only 
men of underſtanding, but alſo Proteſtant teach- 
ers, who avowedly / deny the divine origin of 
ſome parts of Scripture, the immutable authen- 
ticity of others, the limited and literal ſenſe of 
the ſacred hiſtorical narratives, and the everlaſt- 
ing authority of the Bible over our faith and 
e B 3 practice. 
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practice. The conſequence of this is, many re- 


jet Chriſtianity altogether; and, which always 
happens, when reaſon wants, or deſpiſes, the ſa- 
lutary inſtrutiions and aids of Revelation, they 
betake themſelves to the principles of natural 


religion. The divine authority of moral laws, 


divine puniſhments, the immortality of the ſoul, 
and the exiſtence and providence of God, are 
diſowned more in the preſent, than in any pre- 
ceding age. 


SECT. I. 


THE PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF THIS DENIAL 
ASSIGNED. 


S many, belonging to ſuch religious ſocie- 
ties, as conſtantly acknowledge the Divi- 
nity of Chriſt to be a capital truth, now ſhew 
leſs ſteadfaſtneſs, or are inclined to diſavow it; 
this muſt excite a ſuſpicion, at leaſt, of the truth 
of that doctrine, if powerful and unworthy 
cauſes of that turn of thinking could not be 


found in the temper of our own times. Let us 


mention ſome of them, without, at preſent, at- 
tending to the more particular principles, from 
which the oppoſition of many to that dottrine, 
has, ſooner or later, ariſen, 
95 That 
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That Jeſus of Nazareth was of human extrac- 
tion ; that he partook of the innocent infirmities 


of our nature, was brought up in poverty, ac- 


cuſed of crimes, and, in the vigour of life, was 


put to death in the moſt ignominious manner, by 


the ſentence of a civil judge; that he was, at 
the ſame time, the true and eternal God, and 
nevertheleſs alſo the Son of God; ſeems lo 
ſtrange to the human underſtanding, is ſo very 


different from the whole courſe of nature, and 


appears to the philoſopher ſo juſtly ſuſpicious, 
that nothing but a well confirmed teſtimony from 


God himſelf, either will, or can produce convic- 


tion. None adhere to ſuch a dottrine, except 
either in imitation of others, and upon their 
authority, or apparent demonſtration, all which 
is without any ſure foundation; or in conſe- 
quence of a perſonal and cloſe examination of a 
revelation from God, ſo infallible, that no man 
of common underſtanding can, without abſur- 
dity, withhold his belief of it. But, as ſenſual 
pleaſure, temporal advantage, and worldly buſi- 
neſs, always interfere with religious exerciſes ; 
ſo there is a general complaint, with reſpett to 
the looſe and unchriſtian manner in which youth 


are educated. The diligent and daily uſe of 


God's ward, both in the family and the cloſet, ſo 
much in eſteem among the Proteſtants imme- 
diately after the Reformation, is exceedingly 5 


B 4 | | rare. 
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rare. A torrent of new writings, leſs adapted 
to convey uſeful inſtruction, than to afford 
amuſement, to gratify an idle curioſity, and to 
encourage a frivolous waſte of precious time, 


has baniſhed the Bible.—Children, after a ſhort 


and defettive education, and ſuch as they are 
apt to deſpiſe, are allowed to make a public pro- 
feſſion of the religion to which they have been 


accuſtomed, by joining in the holy communion : 


but this is done in ſo flight and ſuperficial a 
manner, that the leaſt banter, in a libertine com- 
pany, is ſufficient to unhinge every good prin- 
ciple, and efface every good impreſſion. Such 


profeſſors, as alſo people of rank, though in 


other matters ingenious and learned, continue 
in the ſame old track, attend the church, and ad- 
here to the doctrines which are taught there: 
but, as they never examine the foundation of 
their faith, they remain unſettled, and fall be- 
fore the aſſaults of Infidelity.—When the prin- 
ciples of the Engliſh Deiſts (for the moſt part 


ſhrewd philoſophers, but whoſe ſtyle of writing 


was dry and unpopular) made leſs progreſs on 


the continent; a number of libertine French- 


men attacked the Holy Scriptures and the doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity, not by ſolid argument and 
ſound reaſon, but by giving way to a ſportful 
fancy; by artful inſinuations, witty alluſions, 
Microus repreſentations, banter and ridicule: 
5 and 
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and this mode of attack made a great impreſſion, 
eſpecially on ſuch as had received a more po- 
liſhed education. Their profane ſcoffs and ill 
applied wit, infuſed into the unguarded mind 
the poiſon of ſcepticiſm; to extract which, a 
deeper inveſtigation was neceſſary, than that to 
which they were either able, or willing, to ſub- 

mit. Now, if young ſcholars, who have been 
thus corrupted in their defenceleſs ſtate, and 
never radically recovered, ſhould afterwards riſe 
to offices in the ſtate, or to other ſituations of 
extenſive influence; -will they not be obliged, 
either to accommodate their ſecret infidelity to 
their public profeſſion; or to propagate more 
widely their falſe and impious principles among 
men ? 
A perſuaſion of the importance of ſuch truths 
as are not the objects of our ſenſes, and above 
the light of reaſon, and a well directed zeal * 
reſpecting their application and ſucceſs, are of 
great uſe in leading men to acknowledge them. 
The times of perſecution had a tendency to 
keep alive a zeal for inviſible things, when re- 
poſe, goods, and life, were riſqued for the ſake of 
Chriſt; when men were obliged to look about 
for ſome ſure ground of conſolation, and could 
I am far from ſuppoſing that zeal alone, without a cool 


inveſtigation, is ſufficient: for the acknowledgment of truth. 
Error has alſo its zealots and its martyrs, 


bod 


\ 
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hope for this in Chriſt, in the midſt of lofths 
baniſhment, and cruel torments. Theſe times, 
bleſſed be God! are paſt. Different religious 


ſefts exerciſe mutual forbearance : the animoſi- 


ties, which formerly prevailed, ſubſide: heaven 
is open to profeſſors of doftrines diametrically 


_ oppoſite to one another; and it is conſidered as 
_ generous to honour their liberty and parts. Be 
it ſo. But that civil toleration and indulgence, 
which are granted to Jews and Heathens, are not 
always diſtinguiſhed, or kept pure, from an un- 


becoming and dangerous indifference reſpeRing 


God, his worſhip, and the real way to ſalvation. 


Orthodox principles, an accurate knowledge, 
and a diſcreet vindication of true religion, are 


firſt in the leſs, and then in the more important 


points, found to be unneceſſary; and, in regard 


to mixed converſation, they are unſeaſonable and 
odious. What zeal, as to articles of faith, can 
be expected, for inſtance, from people, who ne- 


ver dared to converſe with their children and 
families concerning their eternal ſalvation? What 
can be expected from thoſe, who are indifferent 


about what is ſaid of their Redeemer; who are 


content, when their teacher deſcribes his hear- 
ers as in a ſtate of condemnation in the ſight of 
God, ſolely with a view to lead them to the me- 
rits of Chriſt ſor ſalvation, and repreſents them 


and himſelf as ſuch in prayer; but who with as 


| much | 
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much ſatisfaction hear a teacher that, in the pul⸗ 


pit, is almoſt ſilent about Chriſt, and who does 


not ſet ſo much value on the dignity of the Sa- 


viour's perſon, or on the neceſſity of his work ? 
W hat love for the truth can thoſe teachers have, 
who, very differently from Jeſus and his apoſ- 
tles, very differently from the great luminaries 
of the church in the ſixteenth century, think it 
lawful to undertake the office of the miniſtry, 


and to receive ſalaries from churches, to whole 
confeſſions of faith they conform, without be- 


lieving them, till the way is prepared for . 
ing contrary ſentiments ? | 


Men of letters, who wiſh to be celebrated for 
their genius and induſtry, cannot, ſucceed in this 


by adhering to common ſentiments; and are 


often deſirous to pronounce decifive ſentences 
concerning them ; to look back with contempt 
on eminent divines and Reformers, whoſe pru- 
dent zeal and comprehenſive knowledge they 
cannot equal; and to obtain the praiſe of being 
more enlightened, by aſſerting that the myſteries of 


religion are for the moſt part uſeleſs, —Their felf- 


confidence proceeds to give a far-fetched turn to 
the proofs of theſe doctrines, or to regard them 


as improper ; and thus, in effect, to deny what- 


ever ſtands in the way, and pronounce it good 
for nothing. By neglecting to ſet bounds to 
theſe 1 8 many modern teachers have been, 

| pornnyy 


> 2 * 1 * 8 —_ - 
bg 4 A . - 
* — 3 — Fn _ — —ü— 4-<- — —— — 
, 2 3 1 — 
> Io OS — ——— — x - — 


— * W 


LAS Pon — 9 4 — — * 
— of =—_ 3 3 2 W * 
a ay 
"- 


„ 
* 


z 
5 
1 
2 
% 
3 
1 a 
7 


3 
3 
9 
N 


F ESE can, 


12 Principal Cauſes of the Denial 


perhaps, carried further than they at firſt in- 
tended. They began, for example, with the 
exiſtence and operations of angels; they pro- 
ceeded to the account of the divine appearances ; 
and then, by degrees, to that of miracles and 
extraordinary inſpirations, and to whatever is 
ſupernatural in the word of God: and thus the 
Chriſtian became a Deiſt. 

A later ſtrain of philoſophy, under the ap- 
pearance of a fine demonſtration, fondly enlarges 
on the infinite goodneſs of God; in order to 
prove, that, as the ſupreme Being ſtands in need 
of nothing for himſelf, the happineſs of his crea- 
tures is the higheſt end of his works; that his 
laws are not authoritative commands and requi- 
ſitions, but only friendly counſels and parental 
preſcriptions, as means to promote our welfare ; 
that our obligation to obey them does not ariſe 
from our abſolute dependance on God for creation 
and preſervation, (which would ſavour too much 
of the deſpotic principles of Hog B ES) but conſiſts 
properly in our natural and innocent defire of hap- 
pineſs; that from the negle@ of thoſe preſcrip- 
tions no judicial puniſhments are to be dreaded, 
but only that evil and infelicity which naturally 
ſpring from it; that ſinners, on returning, either 
at preſent, or afterwards, to thoſe uſeful rules, 
and falling in with God's gracious intentions, 
become happy of themſelves. Satisfaction to 


| God's 
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God's threatening law, ſupernatural doQrines, 
and poſitive precepts, are here unneceſſary.— By 
this ſcheme the doctrine of ſalvation is wonder- 


fully clear and ſimple: proceeding on the great- 


neſs and goodneſs of God; on our confidence in 
him amidſt the evils of life, and on the duties of 
Juſtice and love towards others. To inſtru us 
in all which, Chriſt, the beſt of men, (a man only, 
being neceſſary) was ſent, when the underſtand- 
ing of arrogant Jews and 1dolatrous Heathens 
was too dull to comprehend them by the light 
of reaſon. —Thus, there is but little neceſſity for 
the goſpel to the modern enlightened nations! 
How feebly will the evangelical myſteries be vin- 


dicated by teachers, and maintained by magiſ- 
trates, who are educated in ſuch principles! 


As in this laſt ſcheme, there is a groſs abuſe in 
acknowledging the divine goodneſs, which is as 
inconſiſtent with true philoſophy, as with the 
whole doctrine of revelation concerning the ma- 
jeſty and grace of God; ſo ought the firſt men- 


tioned principles, which render men inſenſible of 


the need they have of a ſpiritual phyſician, to 


excite the ſincere Chriſtian to be more ſolicitous 
in obtaining information for himſelf, with reſpeR. 


to the redemption which is in Chriſt. _ 
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SECT. tv. 


HOW. TO DIRECT OUR INQUIRY. 


* 


5 A S to the Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


we muſt have recourſe to divine teſti- 
mony in the holy ſcripture, by which only we 
know Chriſt. In this point the Orthodox, and 
the Arians, of old, concurred. In this, Roman 
Catholics, orthodox Proteſtants, and Socinians 


allo, agree. It is true, many among ſuch as call 


themſelves Chriſtians, are now diſpoſed to be 
{ſceptical with regard to the authority of ſcrip- 
ture, and alſo concerning the myſteries which it 


contains. But, as every thing muſt not be hand- 


led at once; and in our examination of a chriſ- 
tian doctrine, the divine authority of Revelation, 
as the foundation of Chriſtianity, and ſufficiently 
proved, muſt be taken for granted : ſo it would 
be quite inconſiſtent with reaſon, to rejett 
a well-grounded knowledge and *demonſtration 
of a doctrine, becauſe a particular opinion is 
not conformable to it; or, in a ſerious diſpute 
concerning a propoſition relating to the ſupreme 
Godhead, which ſome look upon as irrational 
and incredible, but others as ſublime, highly in- 
tereſting, and conſiſtent with reaſon, not to leave 


the deciſion of it to the information which God 


has 
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our Inquiry. „ 


has given us. We ſhall, however, admit objec- 
tions from reaſon. 

It hath pleaſed the divine goodneſs to origi 
the doQtrines of faith, not in diſtin@ articles 
methodically arranged, but to interweave them in 
the relation of circumſtances, or in exhortations 
to duties. But it muſt be obſerved, that the de- 
termination of any controverted point, does not 
depend on ſingle and detached expreſſions. How 
highly is the Saviour celebrated, at one time, 
and, at another, how much diſtinguiſhed from 
God! For which reaſon the expreſſions, ſcattered _ 
throughout the word of God, muſt be compared; 
raſh concluſions avoided; and well-grounded 
diſtinctions and ſolutions allowed. All preju- 
dices being laid aſide, the ſcriptures muſt be 
carefully read, and a particular attention paid to 
God's declaration concerning his Son and the 


way of ſalvation, and to the manner in which 


the Saviour of the world is propoſed to our ac- 


ceptance. Now, if we ſubmit with reverence 


to the inſtructions of Chriſt and of his ambaſſa- 
dors, we ſhall find in his word, agreeably to juſt _ 
rules of interpretation*, his divine excellence 
and glory. 

Were 


* Rules of interpretation. In order to honour God's teſti- 
mony by a dutiful belief, we muſt not interpret it according to 
our own opinion, (for his teſtimony was neceſſary, on account 
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In ſcripture that relate to it, their true reading in 


plication ; it would fill a library. But this is not 
our intention. I conſider it as quite conſonant 
to the deſign of a conciſe treatiſe, to produce 
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limited ſenſe of ſcriptural doctrine, and preſerve it in all ages. 


according to the leſs uſual ſignification of a word, in alluſion 


an appropriated and emphatical ſenſe; then, the Chriſtian muſt 


and better ſolution. Profane writings will alſo, we hope, 


has related, or r PLATO has taught. 


Were we to mention all that has been written 
on this important ſubjeA, the number of paſſages 


the original language, or their meaning and ap- 


of the defective, or divided, underſtandings of 1 ; but we 
muſt form our judgment of the divine declaration in the words 
in which it is expreſſed, by the unwreſted ſignification of the 
words themſelves. It is in this way only, that we can have the 


IIt is law ful enough in itſelf, and agreeable to good rules of 
interpretation, to try, in ſuch places as contain myſteries which 
reaſon cannot unfold, whether what is ſupernatural can be 
avoided, by underſtanding it in a ſofter or leſs proper ſenſe, or 


to a people's ſayings or opinions. But when, after impartial 
inquiry, it appears, from the poſitive manner in which any 
doctrine is propoſed; from the connection, the ſcope, the com- 
pariſon of places, and the like; that it muſt be underſtood in 


reſign his underſtanding to the will of God. How much 
ſoever we reſpect the light which is thrown on words by learned 
men, and ſuch as differ from us; this cannot ſhake the doctrine 
of ſalvation founded in God's word, nor change its nature, 
according to the faſhionable opinions of different ages, and the 
variable turn of human ſciences, under the pretence of a new 


continue to be the ſubjects of found criticiſm, by the light of 


true philoſophy, and {kill in languages; without its being, for 
that reaſon, unknown, till the end of time, what HERO DOTUA 


ſome 


* 


. 
9 


our Inquiry. . 17 


ſome of the leaſt doubtful evidences of Chriſt's 
eternal Divinity; to repreſent them in the ſimpleſt 


' manner; and, particularly, to contraſt them with 
the ſceptical notions of the preſent times, in ſuch 


a way, that the honeſt inquirer may be confirmed 
in the truth: and the objections will, perhaps, be 
better obviated in this way, than if they were 


particularly ſtated and refuted. I alſo find it ne- 


ceſſary, for the ſake of brevity, to be totally 
filent with regard to the writers who have el- 
pouſed either fide of the queſtion, and to con- 
fine myſelf entirely to ſcriptural proofs, It 
pleaſed God, in the laſt age of the church, when 
it was to be more univerſally extended, and the in- 


fallible inſtruction of inſpired men was to ceaſe, 


to complete the ſacred volume by additional writ- 
ings, in which the will of God is more clearly 
revealed. And, if any judge ſome of thele 


books not to be of canonical authority, or, ac- 


cording to the taſte of the age, to be leſs fo than 


others; I think, I ſhall be able to find in thoſe 
whole authority is undiſputed, abundant matter 


to prove the truth of Chriſt's Divinity, and, at 
the ſame time, to eſtabliſh the agreement of the 
diſputed books with the others. 

If ever this treatiſe ſhould ſee the light, I 
pray God that it, or rather a better, may, with 
the divine bleſſing, tend to convince and eſta- 
bliſh thoſe fincere inquirers after truth, who 
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18 Ho to direct our Inquiry. 


do not wiſh to diſparage the word of God, or 
the Lord Jeſus; but yet (and we know, with 
affc ction, the anxious ſtruggle of ſome) dare not 
adopt our ſentiments: who, on the divine teſti- 
mony, look upon the Son as the Saviour of men, 
but are averſe, on the ſame teſtimony, from al- 
cribing to his perſon that dignity, and to his 
work that efficacy, by which only he can ſave 
us; and on account of which he is worthy of 
confidence and of our everlaſting thanks! May 
it alſo be of ſervice to thoſe who, while they 


acknowledge his Divinity, have unealy exerciſes 


of mind concerning it! However that may be, 
found much pleaſure in contemplating this doc- 


trine, which has been the ſubject of my thoughts 


for fifty years paſt. And I have thought proper 
to compriſe the reſult within a ſmall compaſs, and 
to reduce to certain heads or ſeftions the ſcrip- 
tural proofs of Chriſt's true and eternal Divinity. 
If the reader ſhall find any of theſe proofs leſs 
latisfactory, we entreat him not to allow that 
fault of the writer, whether true or ſuppoſed, to 
draw off his attention from thoſe which remain. 
As we have endeavoured not to number, but to 
weigh. them, ſo they do not depend on a few 
paſſages of ſcripture. Though not one word 


which God hath ſpoken is indifferent to us, yet 


we know that, for ſeveral reaſons, all proofs 


bave not the ſame influence on all. 


SECT. 
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Divine Names of Chriſt. 19 
r 
CURIST'S DIVINE NAMES. 


AMES ſerve to diſtinguiſh objects; and, in 
the holy ſcripture, the names of God are 


_ uſed to diſtinguiſh him from other beings. Chriſt's 


true Divinity is, therefore, juſtly acknowledged 
from this conſideration, The word of truth repre- 
ſents him under the peculiar and diſtinguiſhing 


names of the Supreme Being. Nor are thoſe 


names aſcribed to him in a vague, improper, or 


feeble, but in the plaineſt and moſt emphatical 


ſenſe. When the Jews ſaid, that he made him 
ſelf God; he declared that he was exalted above 
human rulers, to whom the law, in a lower ſenſe, 
had ſaid, Ze are Gods . TO 

He is often emphatically named Gov; 9:4, 
6 Jess. In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Nord was with God, and the Word was God e. 
When the eſteem of Thomas for Chriſt was con- 
firmed by his being aſſured of Chriſt's reſurrec- 
tion_from the dead, he did not cry out, in wild 


confuſion, O God! but anſwered and ſaid, My 


Lord, and my God“! In the fame manner as Mary 
had, juſt before, /aid 1o him, Rabboni*!' and the 


b Jo. x. 33—36. d Jo. xx. 28, 
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20 | Divine Names 


confeſſion of both met with his approbation. 
Whoſe are the fathers, and of whom, as concerning 
the fleſh, Chrifl came, who is over all, God Bleſſed 
for ever, Amen. But unto the Son, be. ſaith, Thy 
throne, O God, is for ever and ever ; therefore God, 
even thy God, hath anointed thee with the. oil of 
wu gladnefs above thy fellows*. Theſe paſſages are ſo 
fignificant, that the objections thrown out againſt 
them are as eaſily, as they are effectually, refuted 
by juſt criticiſm *. | | 
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f Rom. ix. 5. compare Rom. 1. 8, 4. t Heb. i. 8, 9. 
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* |  ® Refuted by juſt criticiſm, On this we need not expatiate. The 
0174 learned could receive no new light, and the unlearned would 
111 ſtill remain in the dark. I ſhall, however, take notice of one 
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ſingle inſtance. A divine lately applied the words in Rom. 
IX. 3. eri Acre, our all, to the fathers juſt before men- 
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are the fathers, and of whom, as concerning the fie, Chriſt came, 
being above | them] all, Blaſſed be God for ever, Amen ! Put to 
limit the general expreſſion, over all, to the fathers, is entirely 
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unfounded and arbitrary; and don or e, ought to be ſub- 
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Joined to cn : more eſpecially, as the fathers here are not 
the immediately preceding ſubject, but the Iſraelites, F aubom 
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Chriſt came. It has been always aſſerted with reaſon, that the 
laſt part of the. verſe muſt neceſſarily be applied to Chriſt, as 
oppoſed, and referring, to the words, as concerning the fla; 
which otherwiſe would be without all meaning and force. See 
Rom. i. 3, 4. | 


The proof from Acts xx. 28. and 1 Tim. ii, 26. is ſomewhat 


SW think, however, theſe paſſages may be ufed to advantage, In 


+ * 


tioned, and gave this interpretation of the paſſage; Whoſe 


the | 


name LokD is taught us by Paul, when he ſays; 


; S090. 


. ought to be read, not Adoni, but Adonai, the proof 


n Luke xxii. 61. XXiii. 42. 4 Acts vii. 2 | 
. o Cor. 1 11. 8. r Luke 1 11. oy 1 Pet, V. 4» Rev. 
e Cor. iii. 18, iy. 6. xxi. 11. 
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of Chrift. "91 
Thename LORD, as applied to Chriſt in ſcrip- 


ture, obliges us to acknowledge and honour 


him as divine. Every where he is called he 
Lord, 6 pcs, by way of excellence, and above all 
creatures. He is the Lord of all". He is Lord of 
Lords'. He did not firſt become ſuch, as a re- 


ward for his doarine and ſufferings. The angel 


announced him at his birth, Chrif? the Lord *. Be- 
fore his birth, Elizabeth calls him her Lord“: and, 
long before this period, king David gives him the 
ſame title x. In his deepeſt humiliation and afflic- 


tion he was 7he Lordo. He is the Lord of glory ® 


certainly not of an earthly glory, but of that which 
is called he glory of the Lord®; in the Old Teſta- 


ment, the glory of Fehovah; and on account of 


which God is alſo called the God of glory a. That 
glory was revealed, by the ſplendour imparted 

to ſaints and angels*: but none of theſe was 7 
ever the glory of the Lord. The force of the 


the firſt mentioned, the beſt reading ſeems to be, TW rage 2%), 


b Acts x. 36. Rom. x. 1 Luke ii. 11» 
i Rev. xix. 16. | Luke i. 43. \ A 
m Matt. xxii. 42—45. If from this place it is concluded that 


becomes ſtronger: though without that, it is ſufficient, 
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Divine Names 


There be lords many ; but to us there is but one Lord 


" Feſus Chriſt, by whom are all things, and we by him”. 
It is indeed there alſo ſaid, To us there is but one 


God, the Father ; of whom are all things, and we 
in him: which might create a ſuſpicion, as if God 
and Lord were contraſted, and Chriſt called he 
Lord, becauſe he is not God, equal to the Father. 
But this is of ſo little conſequence, that, on the 


contrary, we prove the Divinity of Chriſt from 
the name Lox; particularly for this reaſon, 
He bears that name, not in oppoſition to, but in 


common with, the Father; and both in oppoſition 


to all other beings. That name is conſtantly given 


in the New Teſtament, now to the Father, then 
to Chriſt ; ſometimes repeatedly to the one after 
the other: ſo that it is often doubtful for which 
of the two it is intended. So that if we applied 
the emphatical name to Chriſt excluſively, in all 
the places where ſuch ſeems to be the intention“, 
we ſhould find many more evidences of his Divi— 


nity: but thoſe, on account of their being doubt- 


ful, we omit. As, then, the Father is called, he 
one God, but likewiſe elſewhere, the Lord; io the 
name, the one Lord given to Chriſt, but who 1s 
in other places called God, may convince us, 
that the titles Gop and Loxp are common to 


1 Cor. viii. 6. » For example, 2 Tim. iv. 

t 1 Cor. xii. 5, 6. 17,18. 8 Pet. ii 8, 9,15 
For example, Luke i. Acts xviii. 8— 10. 

N | | the 


of Chriſt. 23 


the Father, and to him.—And boy could Chriſt, 


otherwiſe be the only Lord, and Lord of Loras ; 


| ſince the Father is alſo the only Lord, and Lord of 


Lords ?- 


Who is that Lo Rp, before whoſe face 


John went 70 prepare his ways, Luke i. 76? Was 


it not Chriſt *? If ſo, then is he allo zhe Lord, the 


God of the children of Iſrael, (verſes 16 and 17) the 


Higheſt, (v..76.) Jehovah himſelf. Compare Ia. 
xl. 3.—Who is that Lord, by calling upon whoſe 
name, men ſhall Ze /aved, Acts 11. 21? Is it not 


Jeſus”? But if ſo, Peter, when he ſpoke by the 
influence of the Holy Spirit, looked upon him as 
the fame with bim, whom Joel had called IEHo- 


VAn*"® 


'To this we only add his uſual, but peculiarly _ 
diſtinguiſhing name, Saviour; which 1s a title 


excluſively aſcribed to God in his word *. But 


the full force of the meaning of this word, as alſo 
of the name Son of God, we ſhall defer ſpeaking 
of till afterwards. 


The proof derived from the divine names is 


yet ſtronger, when ſeveral of them are united, and 
applied to the Redeemer; as, by this means, they 


throw light upon, and confirm one another. He 


is the Son of God, Feſus Chrift our Lord: our Lord 


v 1 Tim. vi. 13. oel i. 92. 
* See Jo. i. 7, 8, 23,91.  * Judev.25. 1 Tim. ii. g. 
y See Acts iv. 12. ix. 14. Xxii. > Cor. i. 9. 2 Jo. v. 3. 
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and Saviour Feſus Chriſt *. This is the true God, 
and eternal life il. Looking for the 'glorious appear- 
ing of the great God, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt *. 
Certain men denying the ouly Lord God, and our 


Lord Feſus Chriſt f. To theſe three places, (and 


others more doubtfuls we omit) in which he is 


expreſsly called God, it is objected; That the 


name God is to be underſtood of the Father. 
We do not deny that the words of themſelves, 
ſuppoſing the adjoined expreſſions, and the con- 


-nettion, rendered it abſolutely neceſlary, may 
bear ſuch an interpretation. But the poſition of 
the words in the Greek is ſuch, that, were there 
no diſpute about this doctrine, none, who has 
a knowledge of languages, would apply them 
otherwiſe than to Chriſt. Thus, the natural con- 
ſtruction and force of the words, as well as the 


connection and compariſon of paſſages, ſupport 


our opinion.—Now, with reſpect to all the names 


which we have mentioned as given to Chriſt, it 
muſt be kept in view, that if he is not to beacknow- 
ledged as divine, in conſequence of ſo many pow- 
erſul evidences, ſuch dangerous and equivocal 


language never could have proceeded from the 


c 9 Pet. i. 11. ii. 20. iii. 2, 18. f Judev. 4. 
d 1 Jo. v. 20. compare i. 2. 8 For example, Luke 1. 47. 


and v. 11, 12. 5 1 Tims i Lit eig . 

e Tit. ii. 13. compare 2 Tim. 10. James 1. 1. 2 Pet. i. 1. 
Ai. 1. B. 2 Cor. i. 9. . | 
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4 | SECT. VI. 
DIVINE PROPERTIES OF CHRIST, 


AMES are external ſigns of the diſtinction 
of beings; and this diſtintion conſiſts in 
their properties. The proof of Chriſt's Divinity, 
is, then, moſt certain, if the attributes of Tus _ 
SUPREME be, on divine authority, aſcribed to 
him ; and eſpecially thoſe attributes to which God 
appeals, as peculiar to himſelf, and as diſtinguiſh- 
ing him from all other beings, 

In general, then, it deſerves our attention, that 
though Chriſt was a man, and remains a man after 
his exaltation , yet he is often diſtinguiſhed from, 
and placed in oppoſition to, all men; and, there- 
fore, he has an exiſtence, at the ſame time, ' 
which is not human. Taul an apoſile, not of men, 
neither by man, but by Feſus Chriſt, and God the 
Faiher'. If 1 yet pleaſed men, I ſhould not be the 
ſervant of Chriſt. For I netther received the goſpel 
of man, neither was 1 taught it but by the revela- 
tim of Fefus Chriſt *. He that ts called in the rd. 
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being a ſervant, is the Lord's free man : likewiſe 
alſo be that is called, being free, is Chriſt's ſervant. 
Ze are bought with a price; be not ye the ſervants 
of men'.—W hat that exiſtence is, which is ſupe- 
rior to humanity, Paul plainly teaches when he 


ſays; Chriſt Feſus, who being in the form of God, 


thought it not robbery to be equal with God ; but 
made himſelf of no reputation, and took upon him 
the 50 of a ſervant, and WAS made in the likeneſs 
of men n 

Let us ebener the peculiar attributes of God, 
which are aſcribed to Jeſus Chriſt. 

ErERNITY.— He exiſted in power and glory, 
not only before his human birth, before Johne, 
and before Abraham? ; but before the world was A, 
and before all things *. He did not then begin to be, 


but he was; he was with God, and be was God*.— 


Itis teſtified of Chriſt, as it is of |ehovah*, that he 
is the Firſt and the Laſt, the Alpha and the Omega. 


is duration, and that in oppoſition to the crea- 


tures, is without change, or waxingold ”, Thele texts 


I 4 Cor. vii. 22, 23. alſo Eph. p Jo. viii. 58. 
mT. 6. Col. ut: n $4. +10 vals 5 
W r Col. i. 13—17. 
* Phil, ii. 6, 7. ff 
n Jo. i. 14. ili. 13. vi. 62. * at. xli. 1, 4. xliv. 6. 
2 Cor. viii. 9. 1 Jo. i. 2. Rev. i. 11. il. 8. Xxii. 13. 
Phil. ii. 6, 7, + Heb. i. 10—12, 
Jo. i. 15. 
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are lo clear and poſitive, as to render the evidence 
deciſive. The Arians applied them all to Chriſt's 
exiſtence before the world. Their endeavours, 
however, to evade the force of theſe paſſages, as 
alſo that of the following proofs, are ſo ſtrained 
and unnatural, that their true and genuine ſenſe 
is thereby confirmed; and, were ſuch interpreta- 
tions to be allowed, there is not a ſentence in the 
Bible, of whoſe meaning we could be certain“. 


* The conciſeneſs af our deſign forbids us to enlarge. We 
lay down the grounds of our conviction, and leave to every one's 
conſcience and judgment, what he finds written. But I cannot 
forbear giving one inftance. It is that (Jo. viii. 58.) with reſ- 
pect to which F. Soctnus was ſo happy, when, after much 
ſolicitude and prayer, ke thought he had diſcovered its true 
meaning. Before Abraham was, I am. That is, before Abra- 
ham, in deed, and in effect was ; before he was the father of 
many nations, by the calling of the Gentiles, I am. But 
1s it juſtifiable to add what is not mentioned? In that whole 
diſcourſe between Jeſus and the Jews, are not we to underſtand 
by Abraham, a determinate perſon of that name; of whom 
Jeſus now ſays, before Abraham awas, (or was born) IJ am? 
The Jews could not underſtand it otherwiſe than literally: eſ- 
pecially, as it was an anſwer to their queſtion, 7% art not yet 
fifty years old, and haft thou ſeen Abraham ? The calling of the 
_ Gentiles to be Abraham's children, was yet to come; and there- 
fore it ought to ſtand, Before Abraham ſhall be, I am. But what 
pertinency or force would that have ?—As little will the Sa- 
viour's words bear that other interpretation; Before Abraham 
b, J an; that is, pre-ordained of God to my miniſtry, 
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1 a : = | K 2 5 
OMuNITRESENCE.— While he was walking 


about on earth, he was nevertheleſs in heaven “. 
When his human nature was tranſlated to heaven, 


where it ſtill remains*, he went forth and wrought 
powerfully here below. He 7s in the midſt of all 
zboſe, be they many or few, who are gathered toge- 
ther in his name v. Heis with bis people always even 


unto the end of the world“. Paul exerciſed apoſ- 
tolic diſcipline, no leſs in the perſon (or ſight) of 
Chriſt *, than in e pre/ence of God *,—Omnipre- 
ſence 1s included in * 


OMNISCIENCE.— This he iowa to be openly 
aſcribed to him.. When he was on the earth, be 


| knew all nen: and needed not that any ſhould teſtify 


of man; for he knew what was in man *. Now 
he is in heaven, he ſearcheth the hearts, and trieth 
the reins of the churches ©, But this is applicable 
to God only. Upon what other ground ſhould 
thoſe who are abſent from the Lord, endeavour to 


w To. iii. 13. 2 Cor. vii. 12. 

* Acts iii. 21, 5 s Jo. xvi. 30. Xi. 17. 

7 Mark xvi. 20. 4 Jo. Il. 24, 25. 

YY Matt. xviii. 20. * xxviii. 20. Rev. ii. 2g. 

2 Cor. it. 10. See alſo f 1 Kings viii. 39. Jer. xvii. 
1 Tim. vi. 13. and 2 Tim. 10. 
iv. 1. | 
* This important teſtimony differs entirely from the know- 

ledge ſometimes revealed to the prophets, concerning the ſecret 

intentions of other men. 1 Kings xiv. 1—6. 2 Kings vi. 9—12. 

Acts v. 3. See alſo 2 Kings iv. 27, 
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be accepted of him :? He is our advocate toith the 
Father ". But how can he att in this capacity, if 
he have not a perfe& knowledge of TI 
and of their concerns“? 


In ſcripture, the perſections of God's REE 
WILL are alſo exalted above thoſe of every crea- 
ture. There is none good but God', ſays the 
Saviour. But goodneſs, mercy, grace, free and ſove- 
reign grace towards the guilty, and /ong ſuffering, 
are aſcribed to Chriſt in the fulleſt ſenſe. The 
Lord is gracious . . The mercy of our Lord Feſus 


* The objection from Mark xiii. 32. But of that hour 
knoweth no man—neither the Son, is important. As the laſt | 
words of this paſſage are not found in the parallel place, 
(Matt. xxiv. 36.) ſome ſuſpect, that they have been foiſted 
in by the Arians. But, without better evidence, we will not 
conſider as ſpurious what may be againſt us. There could 
be no ſolution of theſe words, if we did not acknowledge, in 
the divine Redeemer, a human nature. But, this being the 
caſe, finite knowledge affords as little proof againſt his Divi- 
pity ; as omniſcience is a denial of his humanity, To his hu- 
manity, then, which did not know every thing, and was capa- 
ble of increaſing in knowledge, are theſe words applicable, —It 


alſo appears, that they are not to be underſtood in an abſolute 
fenſe ; becauſe, beſides that high knowledge, which the Son 


only has of the Father, (Matt. xi. 27.) the Father hath com- 
mitted all judgment to the Son (Jo. v. 22.) ; and conſequently, 
the time of it cannot be determined without the Son; which 


| ſhews, that he is thoroughly acquainted with the manner and 


circumſtances of that judgment. Matt. xxiv, xxv. 


£ 2 Cor. v. 9. i Matt. xix. 17. 
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Chriſt unto eternal life . The grace of our Lord 


Was exceeding abundant towards Paul: and for this 
cauſe be obtained mercy, that Feſus Chriſt might ſhew 


forth in him all his long ſuffering ®.—So, reſpecting 


 Tighteonſueſs: for thus we read, The righteouſneſs 
of God and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt". As God 
is love, and every one who loveth is born of God; 
ſo is it ſaid of Chriſt, in as full a ſenſe, that he is 
righteous, and every one who doth righteouſneſs is born. 


of him v. Of God it is ſaid, As be which bath called 


you is holy, ſo be ye boly*. So likewiſe of Chriſt; 


He that hath this hope in him, purifieth bimfelf, even 


as he ts pure. 
Chriſt has a rowtR, by which be upboldeth all 


things *: his working is ſuch as 10 ſubdue all things 
unto bimſelf.— He is all-ſufficient : fo that his 


grace is ſufficient for his people's ſupport and de- 
liverance, and bis firength is made perfect in their 


weakneſs "'. Out of his fulneſs, a fulneſs of grace 


and truth, have all we received, and grace for grace” . 
He is rich unto all that call upon him“. 


Add to this his auTHoRITy over all. All things 
are delivered to bim of bis Father *. He bath all 


Jude v.21. eb. i. 3. 
mi Tim. i. 14, 16. | t Phil. iii. 21. 

2 2 Pet. i. 1. 2 Cor. Xii. 9. 
1 J. iv. 7, 8. v Jo. i. 14, 16. 
P1 Jo. ii. 29. e Rom. x. 12. 
11 Pet. i. 18,16. x Matt, xi. 27. 


r 1 J, iii. 3, 7» 
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power in heaven and in earth”. He is the Prince 


of the kings of the earth* : far above all principa- 
lity and power, and might, and dominton, and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, but alſo in 
that which is to come. Wich regard to his di- 
vine authority over the whole kingdom of grace, 
we ſhall ſpeak afterwards; and only obſerve 
at preſent, that, when invoked as a king, he, with 
no leſs authority and grace, than knowledge of the 
human heart, opened paradiſe to the penitent ®, 
Add to this, the clear proof derived from his 


power to forgive ſins. When the Scribes aſſerted, 


that this was peculiar to God, Jeſus did not diſ- 
own it ; but demonſtrated that ſuch a power be- 
longed to himſelt*<. R 
We learn, indeed, from the above-mentioned. 
texts, that this ſupreme power is gzven him by the 
Father ; and that he ſet him at his right-hand in the 
heavenly places above all principality and power. 


Muſt we, then, underſtand this to be of the ſame 


nature with that power, which kings intruſt to in- 
ferior commanders; or that extenfive authority, 
which Eaſtern monarchs commit to their prime 


viziers, ,who are thereby raiſed above all other 


ſubjeds, and are allowed to fit at the right-hand 


of majeſty ; but who nevertheleſs have only a 


„Matt. xxviii. 18. 
2 Rev. i. 5 xix. 16. 
Eph. i. 20—22, 


b Lake xxii. 42, 43. 
© Mark ii. 3—12. 


derived 
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derived authority, and are excluded from all right 
to that which is abſolute and ſupreme *? It appears 1 
indeed, from the ſeriptures quoted, that Chriſt is © 
__. diſtinguiſhed from the Father; and that he works 1 
1 in ſubordination to the Father. This che aſſerters N 
= of his Divinity do not deny; and, in its proper 
place, we ſhall conſider it more particularly. But | 
the compariſon, between earthly ſovereigns and 3 
their miniſters of ſtate, muſt not be carried fo far | 
as to render the holy ſcriptures inconſiſtent with 
themſelves. Is not the right which the Son has, by 
inheritance, to the Father's power, conftantly ® 
aſcribed to Chriſt? And alfo the kingdom, the 
dominion, the throne, and the ſceptre*®? To %a. 
God's right hand, is explained by, reigning as king *. 
—Earthly princes are often obliged, from inabi- 
lity, to have recourſe to the affiſtance of ſubor- 
dinate miniſters, i in the government of their king- 
doms. But how unbecoming the dignity of the 
moſt high God, to allow any mere creature, any 
5 human being commiſſioned only to inſtruct, to fit 
With him on the throne of his creation ?—Let us, 
eſpecially, remember what 1s included in that au- 
thority, which is given by the Father to the Lord 
Jeſus, Joſeph could affift Pharaoh in the go- 
vernment; becauſe the buſineſs of both conſiſted 
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* Gen. xli. 40. 
* Rom. xiv. 9. Col. i. 13. 2 Tim. iv. 1. Heb. 8. Matt. XXIV, xxv. 
F Pſa, cx. 1. compare Cor, xv. 25. 
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in what was competent to man, and the abilities 
1 of the ſtateſman might be equal to thoſe of the 
9 king. But to exerciſe the Father's dominion, to 
7 govern heaven and earth, ſuppoſes that omni- 
. preſence, that omniſcience, that originalrettitude, 
that ſource of ever flowing beneficence, that 
inexhauſtible ſtrength and all-ſufhciency, which 
evince the true Divinity of Chriſt. 
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DIVINE WORKS OF CHRIST. 


1 Ar L aQtivity proceeds from internal powers, 
1 and is an incontrovertible proof of their 
particular nature. With juſtice, therefore, we 
acknowledge the true Divinity of Jeſus; ſince 
dhe infallible teſtimony aſcribes to him God's own 
1 works, and thereby atteſts his divine nature and 
[ 5 attributes. 
1 A CREATION. —Al] things were made by bim, and 
A F without him was not any thing made that WAS 
IF | made. He was in the world, and the world was 
3 SY | made by bim it. By him were all things created, 
* | that ar e in heaven, and that are in earth, V1/able 
and inviſible, thrones and dominions, prin cipalities 
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a6 powers :. By him the Father made the worlds. 
In the beginning he laid the foundation of the earth, + 
and the heavens are the works of his hands b. To 
underſtand all chis of erecting Chriſt's church, is 
inconſiſtent with the force and univerſality of theſe 
expreſſions, and alſo with the contexts where they mn 
ſtand. —The Gnoſtics looked upon the Creator, 5 
as a middle perſon between God and the world: 4 
but, agreeably to all ſound reaſoning, the work 

of creation requires ſupreme power, wiſdom, and 
goodneſs; and even excludes all means and in- 

- ftruments. On account of this, God himſelf is 1 
known and diſtinguiſhed from his creatures; and = 
every where appropriates to himſelf alone this 1 
work, as the cleareſt demonſtration of his God- = 
head, and the beſt refutation of idolatryi. On 
the contrary, the gods, that have not made the 
heavens and the earth, fhall periſh*.—If, then, 
the true Divinity of Chriſt be not fairly inferred 


from the work of creation aſcribed to him; the MM 
Divinity of the Father muſt want a neceſlary 1 


foundation of knowledge and certainty. . 8 

To create light, and to give life, are inimita- 
ble, and diſtinguiſhing works of the Deity': yet FW 
theſe are aſcribed to the Word! In him was life, : no 


Col . 16. b Heb. i. 2. 10. 
i See Pſa. xxxiii. 6, 9. xcvi. 5. Ifai. xl. 26—28. xliv. 145 
„„ Xlviii. 13. Jer. v. 22. Rom. 1. 20. 
k Jer. x. 11. 1 Sam. ii. 6. Neh. ix, 6. Iſai. xlv. 8 


and 


1 
e 


5 Jo. x. 18. 
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and the life was the light of men. He was the true 


light that lighteth every man that cometh into | the 
world®, He is the Prince of life". He had 


power, not only 70 lay down bodily life, but alſo, 


to take it again. He ſhall raiſe up the dead at the 
laſt day?. For, as Paul demonſtrates he exceed- 
ing greatneſs of God s power, and the working of his 
mighty power, in his raiſing Chriſt from the dead, 
and exalting him; ſo does he teſtify of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, that he all change the vile bodies 
of his people, and faſhion them like unto his own 


glorious body, according to the working whereby be is 
able to ſubdue all things unto himſelf *. 


As all things conſiſt by the word of God'; ſo, 
likewiſe, by the power of Chriſt *. 

When he was upon earth, be did the works 
which no other man did 3 the works of bis Father ; 
which acquitted him from the charge of blal- 


phemy *, by ſhowing him to be the Lord of na- 


ture, and of its laws v. Many of which works, it is 
worthy of particular obſervation, he performed 

from pity, and of his own free will. Jeſus 
moved with compaſſion, ſaid to the leper, 1 wit, 


m Jo. i. 4, 9. * Pſa. xxxiii. 6. 2 Pet. iii. 5. 
Acts iii. 13. eb. i. 3. Col. i. 17. 
, 

P Jo. v. 25— 29. vi. 39, 40. Jo. x. 33—38. 

4 Eph. i. 19, 20. w Matt, viii. 27. xi. 5. 
r Phil, iii. 21. . 
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BE THOU CLEAN*. As the Father raiſeth up the 
dead, and quickeneth them ; even ſo the Son quick- 
eneth whom be will). 

The everlaſting ſalvation of men, is his peculiar 
work. What part of it is not aſcribed to him ? 
He is the Word of Life, that Eternal Life which was 
with the Father, and was manifeſted to us. But: 
this will afterwards come under our review. 


. $4 24. 
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SECT. VIII. 
DIVINE HONOUR OF CHRIST. 


TTE to whom the ſcriptures attribute divine 
1 honour, muſt be a ſuitable and worthy ob- 
ject of it. He muſt be Gop; he muſt be ]zno- 
van himſelf, who will not give his glory to ano- 
tber. This kind of proof muſt be the more ſa- 
tisfactory to thoſe who differ from us, as it di- 
rectly relates to the practical part of religion, to 
which all that is ſpeculative muſt be ſubſervient; 
though even upon the latter they are diſpoſed 
to form too low an eftimate. They talk much 
about the diſtinttion between 7Zheology and religi- 
on: as if that diſtinttion had not been long known; 
or as if they were not intimately connected; and 
the former only the practical knowledge of the 
x Matt, viii. g. Mark i. 41. * 1 Jo. i. 2, 3. 
Jo. v. 21 Iſai. xlii. 8. 5 | 

| latter. 
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latter. But, however that may be, our preſent 
ſubje@ is concerning true and pure religion. 
The greateſt re/pe and reverence for Chriſt are 
every where recommended; „hat all men Should 
honour the Son, even as they honour the Father b. 
The name of God is, in ſcripture, an evidence 
of ſuch excellence and dignity, and ſuch autho- 
rity, as can belong to none but himſelf. Works, 
which proceed from obedience to him, are ſaid 
to be done in God's name No creature ought, 
in a religious ſenſe, to undertake any thing in 
his own name. But what does this imply? That 


10 Chriſt is given a name which is above every name, 


that at the name of Feſus every knee ſhould bow, of 
things in heaven, and things on earth, and things un- 
der the earth ; and that every tongue ſhould confeſs, 
that Feſus Chriſt is Lo RD. In his name we are 
baptized : and in his name repentance and remiſſion 
of ſins are preached*. For his name's ſake, Juffer- 
ings and martyrdom are undergone ®/ Nay, it is in 
his name only that we are ſaved, For that name 
ſignifies, not only his ſupreme authority over 


men; but alſo his worth and dignity in the eye 


of his F ather. The Father 2 whatſoever is 


b Jo. v. 2g. 


e Phil. ii. 9—1 Ls 

e Mic. iv. 5. v. g. Jer. xliv. 16. f Matt, xxviii. 19. Luke xxiv. 17. 
« Jo, v. 43. Acts iv. 7. Acts v. 41. ix. 16. xXi. 1g. 
o. „ 13. b Acts iv. 12, 


D 3 „ 


33 Divine Honour 


aſked in his name i. In ibe name of Jeſus believers 


are juſtiſied, and in his name the Father ſendeth be 


Holy Spirit *. 
When, therefore, it is the Father's command- 


ment, that we ſhould believe on the name of his So 
Feſus Chriſt"; it implies much more than to ac- 


knowledge the truth of his doctrine, as we do 


that of the other prophets. It implies, ſo 10 


believe in Jeſus, as to believe in God ® ; to believe 
in him, ſo as that the calling on his name is built 
upon it, and /alvation is the conſequence". Curſed 
be the man that iruſteth in man, and whoſe heart de- 
parlieth from the Lordo. But Chriſt is repreſented 


as the object of a ſure confidence, and of a hope 


that ſhall never be aſbamed® ; as allo the ſource 
of our greateſt joy, a joy un{peakable and full of 
glory a. 
Chriſt muſt be loved above father, maths; and 
children; above our own life*. It is given to real 
Chriſtians, not only to believe on him, but alſo 10 


Suffer for his ſake *.—Tell us freely now, to what 


kind of an object does enlightened reaſon aſ- 
cribe ſuch honour ? 


Jo. xvi. „% 1 Thef. i. 3. 1 Tim. i. 1. 
k 1 Cor. vi. 11. Jo. xiv, 26. 2 Tim. iv. 8. 

1 1 Jo. iii. 23. I:4 Pet. 8. 

m Jo. xiv. i. r Matt. x. 37. 

n Rom. x. 13, 14. Matt. x. 39. xxiv. 9 13. 
o Jer. xvii. 5, 7. Lake ‚»·ͥ ů 


Rom. x. 11. 1 Cor. xv. 19. Phil. i. 29. | e 
: . CALLING 
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of Chriſt. 5 39 

Carrie vrox the Lord Jeſus, is an ho- 
nour aſcribed to him in ſcripture; and this ſhows 
him to be a ſafe refuge in all difficulties*. Chriſ- 
tians were diſtinguiſhed from Jews and Heathens 


by this, hey called npon the name of the Lord 


Feſus in all places". For which reaſon Saul, 
upon hisconverſion, was ordered ſo to do". Jeſus 
allowed himſelf to be worſhipped, and highly 
approved of it*. Spiritual bleſſings, which no 


creature can beſtow, are every where, and with- 


out diſguiſe, ſought for, by prayer, from Chriſt - 
to the church?. We cannot err, therefore, if 
we alſo honour the Saviour with adoration : and 


many of the Socinians acknowledge this. But 


how comes it, then, that they are ſo averſe from 
acknowledging his Divinity? They muſt allow, 
that calling upon, and calling on the name, calling 
upon in time of need, and with confidence, and wor- 


ſhipping ; are well known ſcriptural expreſſions, 


and only applicable to Supreme Majeſty. Rea- 
ſon confirms it: becauſe that mark of honour 
ſuppoſes in the object honoured, ſupremacy, om- 
niſcience, goodneſs, and all- ſufficiency, peculiar 
to the Supreme Being. Hath not Jeſus himſelf 
ſaid, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him 
ONLY halt thou ſerve*?, The Apoſtles poſitively 


* 2 Cor. xii, 8, Acts vii. 59.: » Matt. xv, 25. Jo. ix. 93. 
Acts ix. 14. 21. 1 Cor. i. 2, Y Rom. xvi. 24. and elſewhere. 
Acts xxii. 16 Matt. iv. 10, 


24 ; refuſed 
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a _ Divine Honour 


refuſed to allow any thing, that had the leaft 


tendency to ſuch reſpett, to be paid to them, 


becauſe they were men. The angels alſo refuſed 
it*. Chriſt, then, who is a man, has alſo a ſub- 
ſiſtence, a nature, which is above men; which is 
above angels; which 1s divine. 

It is the prerogative of God only, to be tbe 
end of all things, and to receive from them ever- 
laſting praiſe © But Chriſi is alſo the Firſt aud 
the Laſt, the beginning and the end. All things 
were created by him, and for him. Believers live 
and die unto Chriſt *; that in both, Chriſt may be 
magnified . The good pleaſure of God is fulfilled in 
them, that the name of the Lord Feſus Chriſt may be 


glorified in them *, All which expreſſions, eſpe- 


cially thoſe of magnifying and glorifying the name, 
agreeably to the ſcripture ſtyle, are uſed only in 
honouring God.—As doxologies are frequently 
addreſſed to God, ſo likewiſe to Chriſt ; r whom 
be glory for ever and ever. Amen i. To him be 
glory, both now and for ever* ! This, accompanied 
with adoration, is aſcribed to him in the higheſt. 
poſſible ſtrain : Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, 


a Acts x. 255 26. XIV, 13—15. t Phil. i. 20. 


Rev. xxii. 8, 9. b 2 Theſſ. i. 11, 12. 


© Rom. xi. 36, i Heb. xiii. 21. alſo Rom. 
d Rev. i. 11. ix. 5. 1 Pet. Iv. 11. 


+ Col. i. 16. — 2 Pet. iii. 18. 5 


f Rom. xxiv. 7, 8. 


of Crip. N 41 


to receive power, ED riches, and wiſdom, and rn 
and honaur, and glory, and bleſſing I 

We muſt not negle& to obſerve, that, in all 
thoſe texts, the honour aſcribed to Chriſt is ex- 
preſſed in ſuch plain terms, and we are ſo poſi- 
tively commanded to pay it to him, that no limi- 


tation is any where ſet to it, nor is any caution 


given againſt reverencing him too much. Wich 
regard to great perſonages among our fellow- 
creatures, ve are inſtructed very differently, 


and warned againſt giving them more honour 


than is due to them as men: and we are allo re- 
ſtricted in our reſpett to angels. On the con- 
trary, the denial of Chriſt is called 4la/pbemy : * 
and, therefore, taking the word B>aogypia in its 
moſt uſual ſenſe, it is Slaſpbeming of God. 


If we naw conſider what has been ſaid relating 
to the divine names, properties, works, and honour 


| 1 Rev. v. 8—14. compare i. 6. vii. 9—1 2. 

*The doxology, or aſcription of everlaſting bleſſedneſs, (in 
Rom. ix. 5.) has been objected to, for this reaſon, that it is 
every where applied to the Father; and ou ght not, therefore, 
to be underſtood of Chriſt in a ſingle paſſage. But this is re- 
peated in Heb. xii. 21; as alſo in 1 Pet. iv. 11. So that we 
ſee, it does not depend on one place. Some add to theſe, 
2 Tim. iv. 18. Jude 23, which are not ſo clear. But all 
doubt vaniſhes, as to 2 Pet. iii. 18. Rev. i. 6. and v. 8—14 
unleſs we not only deprive thoſe two books of all canonical 
authority, but alſo very abſurdly refuſe to let them be eluci- 


_ Bated, by comparing them with other places. 


=» Acts xxvi. 11. 1 Tim. i. 13, 


of 


bn. Chrift condemned, 


of Chriſt, every one of which exalts him above 


all finite beings ; with what invincible force do 
theſe proofs ſupport one another! How can the 
Bible be the word of God, and yet Chriſt be a 


mere creature? How fully does the Holy Ghoſt | 


inſtru us in this, when, in ſome chapters of the 


New Teſtament, ſeveral, if not all of theſe 


proofs, are to be found! Read, without preju- 
dice, Joh. i. Col. i. Heb. i. 
Divines uſually comprehend the proofs of our 


Saviour's Divinity under the above- mentioned 
four claſſes; which are ſo clear and ſtrong, that 


it would have been improper for us to have omit- 
ted them. We chooſe, however, to ſpeak more 
at large upon the ſubject; to conſider the excel- 
lency of Chriſt's Perſon in different points of 


view, and to repreſent it by ſome particular fea- 


tu res. 


VVV 


chRIST CONDEMNED, THOUGH INNOCENT. 


4 * Chriſtians acknowledge, and therefore 


it is unneceſlary for us to prove, that the 
Redeemer, though condemned by the Jewiſh 
council, and by Pilate, to be crucified, was per- 


fealy 


Pe 


53 


FFF 


though innocent. 43 


' 


feAly innocent. But, then, there muſt have been 


'as little ground to accuſe him of blaſphemy, as 


of ſedition. Blaſphemy was laid to his charge, 
becauſe he expreſſed ſuch things reſpetting him- 
ſelf, as were above the ſtate and power of man; 
ſuch as, proceeding from any one's lips, no re- 
ligious magiſtrate could ſuffer to paſs with im- 
punity v. If Jeſus, therefore, ſuffered innocently, 
one of the two following aſſertions muſt be true: 
Either he attributed to himſelf no ſupernatural 
excellence; or he did it conſiſtently with truth; 
and the Jews were bound, and we alſo, to ac- 


| knowledge his divine perfection, on the evi- 


dence which he hath given. The firſt of theſe 
1s untenable. oy” 

As the profoundeſt reverence of all rational 
creatures is due to none but the Supreme Beingz 


ſo it muſt be ſuitable to him only, to ſpeak of 


himſelf in ſuch an exalted ſtyle, as to lay a war- 
rantable foundation for that reverence *®. But, 


| however zealous Chriſt was in ſeeking his Fa- 


ther's honour, and though he never ſought his 


own in oppolition to it“; yet he often appro- 


priated to himſelf the greateſt glory. 

What mere creature might ever ſay ; I am the 

way, the truth, and the life: I am the reſurre&iou 
» Jo. x. 33. Matt. xxvi. 65. | 


© Ifai. xl. 25, 26. xlv. 22. Jer. v. 22, &c. 
Jo. v. 31. vii. 18. viii. 50. 


and 


6 Chrift condemned, 
and the life : T give unto my ſheep eternal life + T am 


he not alſo intend his own honour, when he ſaid 


but for the glory of God, that the Son of Man might 
be glorified thereby” * When he promiſed eternal 
life to them who for/ake relations, and all that 


lows himſelf to be worſhipped ; and, when he is 
addreſſed as the Son of God, the King of Iſrael, 
and approves of it?? When he commanded 7he 


ordered his name to be joined with that of the 
Father, in the adminiſtration of baptiſm®? Theſe, 


is it poſſible to underſtand this, on a denial of 
his proper Deity, as conſiſtent with humility ? 
Ho dare we unite ourſelves to the followers of 
ſuch a Maſter, if we cannot diſcern in him a two- 
fold nature, a finite, and an infinite, exiſtence ? 


No leſs did he publicly exalt himſelf in the 


and rulers of the Jews. Far from flattering 
them, or their doctrine, he rouſed their atten- 


4 Jo. xiv. 6. xi. 25. x. 28, xv, * Jo. i. 50—52, 


1—5. Matt. xi. 27. Luke xxiv. 47. Matt. xxviii. 
7 Jo. xi. 4. | 19. compare 1 Cor. i. 15. 


Matt. xix. 29. 


the true vine; without me ye can do nothing : All | 
things are delivered lo me of my Father * - Does 


concerning Lazarus; This ſickneſs is not unto death, 


they have, for his name's ſake*?. When he al- 


forgiveneſs of ſins to be preached in bis name; and 


and ſimilar things, ſpake he to his diſciples. How 


hearing of the people, and alſo of the ſcribes, 


tion, 


Se 
rn 
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though innocent. 45 


tion, and wounded their pride, by ſevere and 
direct attacks upon their prejudices, their mo- 
rals, their traditions, and their cuſtoms. He 
alſo forgave ſins ; and ſpoke often of himſelf, as 
a. perſon more excellent, than the moſt re ſpecta- 
ble and eſteemed of mankind: as ſuperior to 
the prophets, ſuperior to Solomon, ſuperior to 
David, ſuperior to the temple ; as God's own, 
and his only Son, as equal to the Father in power 
and authority; nay, as even one with the Father 
as the ſource of light, and of everlaſting life ; 
and ſo on. He, who who was come to bore ꝛwit- 


neſs to the truth", by no means denied the conſe- 


quence which they drew from it, that he bore re- 
cord of himſelf; that he made himſelf equal with 
God; that he made himſelf God* ; but he rather 
confirmed it, from ancient prophecy, and by the 
miracles he performed”.—When the Jews, per- 
ſiſting in unbelief, ſet themſelves againſt this, he 
prepared the way for his intended and predicted 
ſufferings, by his public entry into jeruſalem; 
by permitting the acclamations of the multitude, 
which he had formerly avoided; by cenſuring 
and rebuking the elders, and by other afts of 


See Mark ii. 5. Matt. xii. 6, 8, 41, 42. Jo. x. 346. 
v. 17—39a vüi. 12, 51—509. Jo. ix. 5. x. 24—g0, &c. 
„Jo. xviii. 37. 

* Jo. viii. 13. v. 18. x. 33. Mark ii. 6, 7. 


Joh. v. 39-46. Mark ii. 8—12. Joh. v. 36. x. 37, 38. 
XY; dc > 5 a 


1 


authority, 


we Chrif condemned, &c. 


authority, which gave occaſion to aſk, By what 
authority he did thoſe things ? And what account 
did he give of this? The following ; That he was 
the SoN, and, therefore, the heir of the vineyard 
of the Jewiſh people, in which they were only 
unfaithful /abourers; that he was the Corner Stone 
of the true church, which would cruſh them in 
pieces, as unwiſe builders; and this they all An- 
derſiood to be ſpoken againſt them*.—When they 
bad arreſted and examined him; when they 


bad brought him to his oath, (highly improper, 


as he was accuſed of blaſphemy) he declared 


himſelf to be the Chrift ; that is, as he had ſhown 


a ſhort time before, David's Son, and David's 


Lord. He alſo aſſerted, that he was tbe Son of. 


God, who ſhould come in the clouds of heaven *, to 
take vengeance. —W hat was his good confeſſion 
before Pilate? That he was a king: but of 
higher authority than Cæſar; he king of another 
world®. _ 
Muſt not we conclude,. then, either that the 
Jews had reaſon, and even were bound, to de- 


clare him guilty of blaſphemy, ſince they bad 


a law by which he ought to die, becauſe he made him= 


2 Matt. xxi. xxiii. Luke xix. 35 XX. 19. 
a Matt. xxii. 43—46. xxvi. 63, 64. 
d Joh, xviii. 36, 37. 
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Chrif the Author of our Salvation. * 


ſelf the Son of Code, or, that Jeſus is not a mere 

creature lt is not without reaſon ſaid; Either 
Jeſus was more than a created teacher, or the 
doarine of Mahomet, and of other eminent 
heads of ſects, was more humble and more wiſe 
than his. If Jeſus was only a human teacher, 
he was ſuch a man, and ſuch a teacher, as no 
good man would wiſh to be. 


a5 
* 

5 

© 9 : i 

1 r ; 

1 £ v3 Th 525 5 { : f 8 
. —ꝛ—— .——— „ ary 
A 1 28 f b 

* wh * 0 

* 


8 E C T. X. 


CHRIST THE AUTHOR OF OUR SALVATION. 
HE exalted and divine name of, REDEEMER 
AND SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD, is given, 
as a peculiar and diſtinguiſhing name to the Son 
of Mary, by the command of Heaven: and it 
was at the ſame time declared, that he ſhould /ave 
bis people from their fins*. He delivers from the 
_ wrath to come. Chriſt is the Saviour of the world*. 
1t is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave ſinners *. 
The Father ſent the Son ts be the Saviour of the 


* Luke i. g1. Mat, i. 21. 1 Tim. i. 15. 
1 Theſh i. 10. 


world. 
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48 Cyeriſt the Author 


world *. He is become the author of eternal ſalva- 


tion. 7 bis is the witneſs of God which he hath 


teflified of his Son, that God hath given to us eternal 


life, and this life is in his Son*, This is the ftone 
which is become the head of the corner ; neither is 
there ſalvation in any other : for there is none other 


name under heaven, given among men, whereby we 


muſt be ſaved'.—Now, whoever thou art, whoſe 
earneſt deſire it is to be ſaved from temporal and 


eternal miſery, which is the conſequence of the 


fall, and to recover thy Creator's friendſhip, with 


unfading glory; wouldeſt thou ſeek it in, ex- 


pett it from, and aſcribe it with everlaſting thankſ- 
giving to, a mere creature? Muſt not all the ends 
of the earth, in order to be ſaved, look unto him 


who can ſay ; Jam Gop, and there is none elſe® ? 


But many ſuppoſe they can evade this demon- 


ſtration, by confining the ſaving work of Jeſus to 


the following poſitions: That he came to teach 
the grounds of natural and immutable religion, 


and the principles of pure morality, as being the 
way by which they might pleaſe God, and have 
a a taſte for everlaſting happineſs : That he con- 
firmed his divine miſſion for the execution of 
this deſign, by miracles and a voluntary death; as 


reaſoning and wiſdom alone could not convince 


h 1 Joh. iv. 14. Acts iv. 11, 12. 
i Heb. v. 9. m Iſai. xlv. 22. 


k 1 Joh. v. 9-11. 
the 
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of our. Salvation. 49 


the Jews and Heathens of their errors“. Agree- 


ably to which, ſay they, Paul teſtifies, that it is 


by the gſpel, that life and immortality are brought to 


light ". Let us attentively conſider this. | 
As this ſcheme does not at all accord with the 
ſenſe of the paſſages produced to ſupport it, ſo 


neither is it conſiſtent with juſt criticiſm. The 
Greek word owrng, SOTER, by which the goſpel 


every where announced the Lord Jeſus, (and 


uſually tranſlated, in our verſion of the Bible, 


Saviour) was well known to the people of that 
age. It was applied, not to philoſophers and 


teachers, but to renowned heroes and princes ; 


and was one of the. greateſt and moſt exalted cha- 
raters with which their ſubjects, either from 


- gratitude for a mighty deliverance, or from flat- 


tery, honoured them, by impreſſing it on medals, 
or inſcribing it on monuments of marble.—The 


Greek interpreters, in their tranſlation of the 
Old Teſtament, expreſs by it the Hebrew 


* How 1 would it detract from the worth of that 
ſcheme, if the doctrine of Jeſus, that faithful witneſs, that 
long defired prophet, conſecrated by Heaven, and ſupported 


by the power of working miracles for the conviction of the ob- 
ſtinate, had, (as theſe men would make us believe) in order to. 


be underſtood, flattered the errors of a blinded nation, and 


cheriſhed many of them; and had Chriſt died for the confir- 


mation of that dodrine, which was ſo artificial, and partly 
untrue! 


| n 2 Tim. i. 10. 


3 word 


50 Cbriſ the Author 


word yww,. and other words of the ſame root, 
from which alſo the name JI ESsVs is derived. 
They commonly apply that name to God, and 
ſometimes to magnanimous and proſperous deli- 
verers, raiſed up of God for the people.—The 


heavenly annunciations of our bleſſed Lord con- 


firm this. When Gabriel commanded Mary to 
call her Son Ixs us, he deſcribes him by his tranſ- 


cendant greatneſs; by poſſeſſing the throne of 


David, and an everlaſting kingdom. (Luke i. 
31, 33.) To the ſhepherds were publiſhed. good 
tidings of great joy; for unto them was born, in the 


city of David, the SoTER, the Saviouk, Chriſt 
the Lord. Luke ii. 10, 11. Therefore, the 
name Jz8vs, SoTER, SAVIOUR, points him out, 


not barely as a teacher and inſtruftor ; but as the 
victorious and powerful procurer of our true 
and eternal ſalvation. ® 


We reſpett, as our ſupreme and moſt neceſſary 


teacher, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was power- 
ful in words and works; and we rejoice in the 


important aid which human reaſon has received 
from the goſpel; as it is by this, and not by our 


ingenuity and wiſdom, that our ideas of natural 


religion, and our morality, excel thoſe of the 
moſt celebrated Heathens. But, when Paul in 
the fore-mentioned paſſage ſays, that Chriſt hath 
brought life, and immortality to light ; he ſays im- 


mediately before it, that our Saviour Jeſus Chrift 


hath 
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bath aboliſhed death. This is more than inſtruQion. 
To give life, is more than to preach it; and this 
our Lord aſcribes to himſelf . he goſpel every 
where informs us, that our ſalvation is not founded 
"8 merely on our Lord's diſcourſes, much leſs on 
> the doAarines of natural religion; but on Jeſus 
= Himſelf: that is, on the dignity of his perſon, on 
the work he performed, and on the ſufferings he 
underwent. No other foundation can any man tay, 
than that which is laid, even Feſus Chriſiv. Were 
we to underſtand by this founda!on, a fundamental 
doctrine; yet that muſt be a doctrine concerning 
Jeſus Chriſt. He himſelf is our life. To know 
him is eternal life*. He bimſeſf is the bread of 
life : that is, bis perſon, his fab and blood, which 
be hath given for the life of the world. He who 
hath the Son, hath life ; he who hath not the Son of 
God, bath not life. The only Begotien rf the Father 
hath a fulneſs, out of which we all have received, 
and grace for grace *—This appears alſo from what 
Chriſt actually taught. His diſcourles and preach- 
Xx ing were not always confined to the contempla— 
XX tion of God, and the prattical parts of religion; 
— but they often related to his own Perſon : what 
he was, whence he came, what he was able and 


?:Jon-x. 33. r Joh. xvii. 3. 
P 1 Cor. iii. 11. 5 s Toh. vi. 51—56, 
q Col, iii. 4» : Joh, i. 145 16, 17. 
# E2 _ willing | 
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willing to do for the ſalvation of men. Conſider: 


his converſation with Nicodemus with. the 
Samaritan woman“, with the [ews , his addreſſes. 
to the multitude * Z 404 to bis ad ere 7 

This is alfo clearly confirmed by the rene 
ing of the apoſtles; which certainly compre- 
hended the acknowledging of the truth which is 
after godlineſs ; in hope of eternal life *. But this 
is alſo particularly called, preaching Feſus Chriſt : 
that is, not only his dottrine, but himſelf; what- 
ever muſt be known of his Perſon, ſufferings, 


reſurrection, and ſaving work. They preached 


Teſus Chriſt the Son of God*. They preached Chriſt 


crucified?. And aſſuredly their miniſtry was be 
witneſs of his reſurrefion* : ſo that, if Chriſt was not 
raiſed, their preaching was vain, and the faith of 


Chriſtians vain ; then were believers yet in their 
fins, and they alſo which had fallen afleep in Chrift 
pe riſbed. The apoſtle aſſerts, that ſalvation be- 
longs to them who confeſs the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and believe with their heart that God raiſed him 


From the dead *.—By publiſhing the goſpel, they 
preached be unſearchable riches of Chriſt *. Thus, 


„„ 2 2 Cor. i. 19. 
Joh, iv. 1 Cor. to 83. 
w Joh. v. c Acts 1. 22. 
* Joh. vi. vii. x. 4 1 Cor. xv. 16—18, 
Joh. xv. &c. e Rom. X. 9. iv. 21, 25. 
In. { Eph. 8. . 
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the riches, the ſaving fulneſs of Chriſt, is not the 


goſpel, or the doctrine itſelf, but the ſubjeQts and 
contents of the dottrine. 'The goſpel was writ- 
ten, and the preaching of 1t was appointed, to 
make known the rich and unſearchable ſuſficiency 


of Chriſt for poor ſinners; of which, without 


that goſpel, they muſt have remained ignorant. 


— This is confirmed from the Ads of the Apol- 
tles, and their diſcourſes and realonings. Where- 
ever they preached the goſpel for the firſt time 


among the Jews, (whoſe acknowledgment of the 
true God, the creation, providence, and the 
like, they might take for granted) thev imme- 


diately declared, that God had ſent his Son, ac- 


cording to what was predicted by the prophets; 


that he was unjuſtly crucified; that he was buried, 


but raiſed again; and that in him there was lor— 


givenels of all fin. This deſerves to be care- 


fully read and conſidered “. — In this way alſo 
they proceeded with the Heathens. For the ſum 


of the goſpel of ſalvation preached to the Co- 


rinthians, (who were both Jews and Heathens) 


Paul ſays, conſiſted in this; That he had delivered 


zo them, firſt of all, that which he alſo received; 
how that Chriſt died for our ſins, according to the 


ſcriplures ; and that be was buried, and that be 


i Acts ii. 22—g9. iii. 12—26. iv. $—12, v. 27—82. xiii. 
1441. XXvi. 23, 


* 3 roſe 


52 Chriſt the Aulbor 


Conſider 


willing to do for the ſalvation of men. 
his converſation with Nicodemus *, 
Samaritan woman“ with the ſews *, 
to the multitude * : an to his followers !. 


with the 


This is alfo clearly confirmed by the 1 85 


ing of the apoſtles; which certainly compre- 
hended the acknowledging of the iruth which is 
after godlineſs ; in hope of eternal life -. 
is alſo particularly called, preaching Feſus Chriſt : 
that is, not only his dottrine, but himſelf; what- 
ever muſt be known of his Perſon, ſufferings, 
reſurrection, and ſaving work. They preached 
Feſus Chriſt the Son of God*. They preached Chriſt 
cruciſiedv. And aſſuredly their miniſtry was the 


witneſs of his reſurreftion*© : ſo that, if Chriſt was not 


raiſed, their preaching was vain, and the faith of 
Chriſtians vain ; then were believers yet in their 
fins, and they alſo which had fallen afleep in Chrift 
periſbedu. The apoſtle aſſerts, that ſalvation be- 
longs to them who confeſs the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and believe with their heart that God raiſed him 
rom the dead. By publiſhing the goſpel, they 
preached the unſcarcbable riches of Chriſt *, Thus, 


a 9 Cor. i. 19. 
b 1 Car. i. 23. 
c Aﬀs 1. 22. 
4 1 Cor. xv. 16—18. 


Joh. iii. 
v Joh. iv. 
vw Joh. v. 

* Toh, vi. vii. x. 
Y Joh. xv. &c. 
* I. 3,9 


Rom. X. 9. iv. 21, 25s 
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the riches, the ſaving fulneſs of Chriſt, is not the 
goſpel, or the doctrine itſelf, but the ſubjefts and 
contents of the dodtrine. The goſpel was writ- 
ten, and the preaching of it was appointed, to 
make known the rich and unſearchable luſficiency 


of Chriſt for poor ſinners; of which, without 


that goſpel, they muſt have remained ignorant. 


— This is confirmed from the Acts of the Apoſ- 


tles, and their diſcourſes and reaſonings. Where- 
ever they preached the goſpel for the firſt time 
among the Jews, (whoſe acknowledgment of the 
true God, the creation, providence, and the 


like, they might take for granted) they imme 


diately declared, that God had ſent his Son, ac- 
cording to what was predicted by the prophets ; 
that he was unjuſtly crucified; that he was buried, 
but raiſed again; and that in him there was for- 
givenels of all fin. This delerves to be care- 


fully read and conſidered *.—In this way alſo 
they proceeded with the Heathens. For the ſum 


of the golpel of ſalvation preached to the Co- 
rinthians, (who were both Jews and Heathens) 
Paul ſays, conſiſted in this; That he had de 


to them, firſt of all, that which he alſo received; 


how ihat Chriſt died for our ſins, according to the 


 ſeriplures ; and that be was buried, and that be 


ff Acts i ii. 2239. ij. 12—26. iv. 8—12. v. 27—32. xiii. 
14 —41. Xxvi. 2g. 
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roſe again the third day, according to the ſcriptures t. 
Heavenly viſions prepared the way for Peter 


and Cornelius to come together, that the centu- 


rion might hear the words of ſalvaliond. And to 
what particulars did they refer? To the princi- 


ples of natural religion, and to ſhow, that religion 


1s exerciſed by worſhipping God and loving our 


neighbour? No: Cornelius knew that, and, 


practice, he was an eminent example. What 


then did the apoſtle announce to him? Peace 


th; ough Jeſus Chriſt ; and that be was the Lord of 
all; that, having gone throughout all the land of 


Judea doing good, he was hanged on a tree, but 


raiſed again from the dead ; that God had commanded 
bis apoſiles to publiſh him, as the judge of the quick and 
the dead; and that to him gave all the prophets wit- 
neſs, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould receive 


remiſſion of fins \. 


Beſides, if the work of redemption be limited 
to the miniſtry of Jeſus; how is he the only 


Saviour? And with what propriety can it be ſaid, 


that there is /a/vation in no other *? Jeſus publiſhed 


the truth only among the Jews, and in Paleſtine; 
often, too, for juſt reaſons, in a parabolical ſtyle; 
frequently with doubtful ſucceſs ; only by word 
of mouth; moſtly without the cities, and not 


8 1 Cor. XV. 1-4, Compare ii. 15 2. 
Acts x. 1-24. verſes gb—4g, Acts iv. 12. 


much 
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} 


much more than three years*. The apoſtles, on 
the contrary, were engaged many years in ſetting 


forth doctrines and moral duties in the cleareſt 
light, not only in Judea, but throughout the 
world; among Heathens, as well as Jews; by 
writing, as well as by word of mouth ; and they 


triumphed in Chriſt '. Are they, then, alſo the 


ſaviours of the world? By no means. There ts 
one Mediator between God and man, the man Chriſt 
Feſus ®,—But they received that doftrine from 
Chriſt, and were ſent by him. This, however, 
was not the caſe with Paul; at leaſt, not with 


Apollos, Timothy, and others; whole million, 
together with the remarkable illumination of the 
apoſtles on the day of Pentecoſt, having not 


taken place till after our Lord's aſcenſion, cannot 
be aſcribed to Chriſt, if his divine influence and 
direQion on earth be not acknowledged. 

Do thoſe modern divines who differ ſrom us, 
eſteem ]eſus, under the charaQter of a Saviour, 
no longer than his perſonal miniſtry among men 
continued? Are they under no neceſſity of that 
Phyſician, having healed themſelves by the refine— 


ments of reaſon ? Does their philolophy teach 
them to come to the Father any other way, than by 


A celebrated writer, on the other fide of the queſtion, 
has renewed the old and relinquiſhed opinion, that the Saviour's 
public miniſtry continued but one year. 
| 1 2 Cor. ii. 14. m 1 Tim. ii. 5. 
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him”? Is he not {till able Io fave to the uttermoſt all 
that come unto God through bim e? Is there not ſtill 
ſalvation in Chriſt Feſus, with eternal glory® ? Js it 
not Jeſus, who ſtill delivers us from the wrath to 


come a? Do not, therefore, true Chriſtians, who 


bade not ſeen him, ill love him ; fo that /hough now 
they ſee him not, yet, believing, they rejoice with joy 
unſpeakble and full of glory”? Is he not with us 


always, even to the end of the world ? Is not the 
Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſtill looked for from 


heaven, who will change our vile body* ? 
We conclude, that the Lord Jeſus, by his doc- 
trine, and eſpecially, by his exalted power and 


the efficacy of his work, is the ſource and author 
of eternal ſalvation to ſinners ; and, therefore, is 


to be acknowledged as tbe true God, and everlaſting 
life : which will be more fully proved 1 in the fol- 
lowing Section. 


e. 
CHRIST THE PROPITIATION FOR OUR sINsõ. 


NTELLIGENT Trinitarians and Unitari- 


ans have always acknowledged a cloſe con- 
nection, between the doctrine of Chriſt's true 


* Matt. IX. 1 2. Joh. xiv. 6. 5 1 Pet. i 1. 8. 
: Heb: vit. 25. s Matt. xxvili. 20. 
Divinity, 
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Divinity, and that of his ſatisfaction for fin: fo 
that both of them muſt be, at once, confeſſed, 
or denied. If he was able, by his ſufferings, to 


ſatisfy the juſtice of God for the {ins of ail be- 
lievers, he muſt be more than a mere creature. If 


the contrary, ſuch a ſatisfaction was not neceſſary: 


yet no other reaſons appear to be of ſuch im- 


portance, as to have induced him, who was God, 


to make himſelf of no reputation, and to lake upon 
him the form of a ſervant, and become obedient unto 
death, even the death of the croſs. 

The truth of Chriſt's ſatisfaction is, indeed, 
eſtabliſhed in the word of God, by ſuch a variety 
of evident proofs, that thoſe of different ſenti- 
ments find themſelves obliged to give to what is 
everywhere ſaid concerning it, ſuch an arbitrary, 


feeble, improper, and unnatural ſenſe ; that, by 


their mode of interpretation, all the doctrines of 
the Bible are in danger of being evaded. On. 
their principles of interpretation it may be juſtly 
ſaid, That of all the books, containing articles of 
faith, the Bible. may be conſidered as the moſt 
uncertain and delufive.—Concerning the point 


in hand, much has been written: our view of it 
ſhall be confined to the following obſervations. 


In the courſe of our Lord's miniſtry on earth, 


ve find evident proofs, that he was deſigned, not 


only to inſtrut as a prophet ; but alſo, and more 
Eſpecially, to ſuffer and to die; which was a 


ſaving 


1 
1 


* 
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ſaving and highly neceſſary work. He declared, 9 


that he came lo miniſter, and lo give his life A Ran- 
80M for many”. He often informed his diſciples, 
that ſevere and humiliating ſufferings awaited 1 
him; and that what was written concerning him Fg 
muſt be accomplifhed*.—To favour this view, the * 
circumſtances and manner of his life were entirely 
directed. The celebration of his birth, by a 
multitude of the heavenly hoſt, was heard by a 
few humble ſhepherds; and ſome remarkable 
earthly witneſſes“ were forgotten, while he lived 
a in obſcurity, in a ſmall remote village. John 
the Baptiſt was the only witneſs of his heavenly 
conſecration; and only three of his followers 
were favoured with a fight of his glorious appear- 
ance on the mount of transfiguration. Nay, he 
forbade this to be mentioned, before his reſur- 
rection; and even prohibited his diſciples to 
make him known as the Chriſt. He frequently 
ordered, that the cures which he performed 
ſhould not be publiſhed abroad 7. His diſcourſes 
were often obſcure and figurative, and more 
adapted to inflame people of rank againſt him, 
than to prepoſſeſs the multitude 1n his favour. : 
When, at any time, his ſuperior excellence could 


» Matt. xx. 28. | X Matt. XVIle 9. Xvi. 20. 

s Matt. xvi. 21. Luke xvlii. Y Matt. viii. 4. 1X. 30. xii. 16. 
31. Xxii. 37. IꝝVM-jtt. xl. 10—17. 

* Matt. 11. 2. Luke li. 25—38. 
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not be wholly concealed, and when men would 
have paid him honour and reſpect, he avoided 
it. To this it was owing, that the judgment and 


confidence of the people concerning him, were 


much more vague and uncertain, than even con- 
cerning his auſtere forerunner *.—In a word, 
the whole courſe of his miniſtry was ſo directed, 
as might beſt ſerve, not to prevent, but to pre- 
pare the way for his ſufferings and death ©: while 
the further elucidation of his doctrine, and its 
more extenſive propagation, with the publiſhing 
of his death and exaltation, were to be the work 
of the apoſtles i in his name“. 
That Chriſt ſuffered and died for the advantage 
of his people, cannot be denied. For this allo 
the apoſtles died. But, then, was any one of 
them crucified for us, as was Chriſt ? This, accord- 
ing to Paul's view of the matter, would be ab- 
ſurd in the extreme*. What, then, has the Sa- 
viour done, or ſuffered, which no other did, or 
underwent ? He tas delivered for our offences t. He 


ſuffered for ſin, the Juſt for the unjuſt, that he might 


bring us to Cod s. He died for our ſins".. The blood 
of Feſus Chriſt, bis Son, cleanſeth us from all fin', 
He delivered us from © our ſin, by taking it upon 

* Joh. vi. 14, 15. | f Rom. iv. 25. 

b Matt. xxi. 26. Joh. v. 35, 1 Pet. iii. 18. 

© Luke xiii. 31—33. „ ET OY | 

« Ads i. 8, i 1 Joh. i. 7. Rev. i. 5. 
ce 1 Cor. 1 1. 13. | | 
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_ ous blood of Chrift, as of a lamb without blemiſhR, RR 


place, fulfilled for us the demands of God's law, 


ceſſary, that he who was to fulkl thelaw for others, 


lato might be fulfilled in uss. God ſent forth his Son, 


himſelf, For be who knew no Jin, was made ſin 
for us ; that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in bim. His own ſelf bare our ſins iu his own 
body on the tree'. Behold, ſaid John, the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the ſin of ihe world w. And 
how does he fate it away? By his death. For, 
to ſpeak of Chriſt under the notion of a /amb that 
taketh away fin, has no meaning, unleſs we re- 


card it as referring to the paſchal lamb, or to 


other lambs, which were offered in ſacrifice, ac- 
cording to the law. Chriſt our paſſover is ſacri- 
ficed for us. -e were redecmed, by the preci- 


and without ſpot . He ſubſtituted himſelf in our 


and ſatisfied for us the divine juſtice, Why, of 
all men, of all ſaints, of all the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
teachers, was Chriſt only free from every de- 
gree of moral impurity? This was not abſolutely 
neceſſary for himſelf, as a prophet: but it was ne- 


ſhould not have any fin of his own for which be 
was obliged to make ſatisfaction v. God ſent his 
San in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for ſin, con- | 
demned /in in the fleſh ; that the righteouſneſs of the 


* 2 Cor. v. 21. o 1 Pet. 1.18, 29. Rev. v. 
I 1 Pet. ii. 24. p 2 Cor. v. 21. 

Ich. i. 29. à Rom. viii. 3, 4 

1 Cor. v. 7. | | 
made 
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made under the law, Io redeem them that were under 
the law . This the apoſtle moſt clearly confirms, 
when he dire&s our attention to the death of 


Chriſt, as a ſignal mark of the curſe. It is torit= 
ten, Curſed is every one that continueth not in all 
things that are toritten in the book of the law to do 


them—Chrift hath redeemed us from the curſe of the 
law, being made a CURSE for us. For it is written, 
CURSED 1S EVERY OFF THAT HANGETH On A 
TREE. 
This important doctrine is alſo presence 
under the terms, Purchaſe, Ranſom, Reconci- 
liation, Propitiation, and Teſtament. Let it not 
be objected, that theſe modes of ſpeaking are 
borrowed from other ſubjetts; and, therefore, 
are to be taken in an improper and figurative 


ſenſe. A figurative ſenſe, is, certainly, not non- 
ſenſe, or what has no meaning; but ſerves to ren- 
der deep ſubjects more comprehenfible to a com- 


mon underſtanding. 


% 


A Purchaſe. Believers are God's, ved as to 
ſoul and body, becauſe they are bought with a_ 


price*. They are the church of God which he 


bach purchaſed with bis own blood. The Lamb is 
= thus addreſſed ; Thou waſt lain, and hoſt redeemed 


us 10 God by thy blood". Which clearly ſhows, 


r Gal. iv. 4, Zo a Acts xx. 28. 5 
$ Gal. iii. 10, 13. ö * Rev. V, 8, 9. ; 
t 1 Cor. vi. 20. | 


that 
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that their ſalvation is to be aſcribed to the death 
of Jeſus. 

A Ranſom. In the New Teſtament, the word 
redemption is often uſed in tranſlating of one that 
properly ſignifies ran/oming. Thus, Ye were re— 
deemed, not with corruplible things, as ſilver and gold, 
ut with the precious blood of Chriſt”. This redemp- 

tion is ſaid to conſiſt in the forgiveneſs of ſins *. 
It is, therefore, his blood and death which he 
hath paid to deliver us from the debt of fin. He 


came to miniſter, and to give bis __ a rail * for 


many”. 
Reconciliation. This is called in the Gs 
aroxararzys, (conciliatio) that is, peace- making. 


Thus believers are reconciled to God, by the death 


of bis Son * ; by his croſs * ; by the blood of his croſs, 
and in the body of his fleſh, through death*. God 
das in Chriſt reconciling the world to himſelf ; which 
is ſaid to be, his not imputing to. ihem their treſ- 
| paſſes *, Ro 
Propitiation. This is the tranſlation of i>«opes, 
(expiatio) a word which was applied to the ſacri- 
fices offered in ancient times; and which, being 
ſubſtituted in the room of the guilty, ſerved as 
a typical reconciliation to God. Thus is Feſus 


1 Pet. i. 18, 19. Rom. v. 10. 

* Eph. i. 7. Col. i. 14. 2 Fph. ii. 16. 

Y AuTpor, Matt. xx. 28. and d Col. i. 20—22, 
e@rrinuTeer, 1 Tim. ii. 6. © 2 Cor. v. 19—21. 


Chrif, 


for our Sins, 63 


R 
* 
* 1 
3.49% 
1 
1 
FL 
73 
125 
Te; 
> * 
W 
bo : 
+ * 
N 3-41 
9 
N 
* 


1 
% = 
M 
4 
* 
[i 
1 
* " 
3 
: 
* 
* 
„ 
* 
* 
Ser 
7 
IT" 4 
ns 
of 
2 
a 9 


— 
tea 


| Grip, the righteous, the propitiation for our ſins a. 
| God ſent his Son to be the propitiation for our ſins e. 
| Gud hath fet him forth to be a propiliation through 
= failh in his blood, u declare his righteouſneſs, for the 
' remiſſion of ſins*. Therefore, the Lamb of God 
| hath ſo taken away the /ins of the world, that he 

took them upon himſelf; he bore them; he died 
In dur ſtead. . 

4 A Teſtament. In his laſt ſupper, the aſſigna- 
tion of the eternal inheritance is called, The 
7 New Teſtament in his blood, which was ſhed for 
3 the remiſſion of ſins s. This evinces, not only 
> that Chriſt was perfectly entitled to bequeath that 
inheritance ; that, not only his death, as the teſ- 
tator, was neceſlary to the putting his people in 
poſſeſſion of it; but that this inheritance had its 
foundation in the ſhedding of his blood; in his 

humiliation and death; by which thoſe offences, 
which ſtood in the way of their ſalvation might be 
forgiven. If any chooſe to render it, new cove- 
nant, inſtead of new teftament; the ſenſe will be the 
ſame, though the application be ſomewhat different. 

This leads us to ſpeak of the Epiſtle to the 
= Hebrews; in which all theſe doQrines are con- 
©» firmed, at great length, and with much force of 
argument“. That Epiſtle was intended to ſhow, 
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that the authority of Chriſt's inſtruction is fupe- 
rior to that of all the prophets, even of Moſes 
himſelf; and, by uſing expreſſions, borrowed from 
the ancient worſhip, and ſuited to the Hebrews, to 
point out the agreement between his prieſtly 
office and the deſign of the Levitical ſacrifices, and 
- to exalt it infinitely above Aaron's prieſthood. 
Chriſt, being a prieſt of a higher order and of ne- 
ver-failing ability, needed not to offer ſacrifice for 
his own fins ; but, having offered himſelf to God, and 
thereby 7aken away our ſins, hath opened a way 
to heaven, and is able to ſave to the ultermoſt all 
who come unto Cod by him. Read Chap. v—x. 
Should this Epiſtle be ſuſpected, and eraſed from 
the ſacred Volume, becauſe it contains a doc- 
trine ſo full of conſolation? It appears, how- 
ever, that no doctrine is contained in it, which 
does not elſewhere occur: though it is not ex- 
ceeded by any of the other Epiſtles, in ſublimity 
of ſubjett, in clearneſs of demonſtration, in 
honour aſcribed to God's grace in Chriſt, in 
ſtrong conſolation, in encouragement under diffi- 
culties, and in motives to holy perſeverance. 9 
It is only in the Saviour's ſatisfaction that the A 
reaſon is to be found, why his ſufferings and his 
reſurrection are every where repreſented as the 
capital ſubje& of the goſpel. No other part of 
our Lord's hiſtory and miniſtry is ſo much in- 
liſted on by all the Franzen have al- 
ready 
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ready ſeen, that the Apoſtles preached, not only 
goſpel morals, but alſo, and more eſpecially, 
Chrift himſelf; that is, his Perſon, his work, 
and his two-fold nature. Paul would no? know 
any thing among the Corinthians, ſave Teſus Chriſt, 
and him crucified '. The croſs of Chriſt was the only 
ſubject of his glorying * He makes the knowledge 
of Chriſt, for the excellency of which he reckoned all 
” things but loſs and dung, to he the knowledge of the 
power of bis TIO and of the fellowfhrp of 
Is ſufferings?. 
Reſpedting that important converſation on the 
mount of transfiguration, between our Lord and 
the two great teachers and reformers of ancient 
times, all we find mentioned 1s, that they ſpake 
of bis deceaſe, which he ſhould accompliſh at Feru- 
"=. falem®, It is in the croſs of Chriſt, and the 
8 = humiliation and ſufferings connected with it, that 
"4 1 lbe love of God towards man, by not ſparing bis wn 
NY Son , and his wi/dom and power unto ſalvation, are 
4 3 moſt ſignally diſplayed. In the croſs, too, is 7be 
1 deſtrudtion of the power, and deliverance from the 
- 8 N fear of dealb o. Freedom from the dominion of | 
lin , and everlaſting glory, are fruits of it. — The 
: : 7" 11 Cor. ii. 8. 7 iv. 10. ; 
* Gal. vi. 14. | 0 1 Cor. i. 1725, ii. 2—8 
T Phil. iii. 8, 10. 1 Cor. xv. „ Heb. ii. 14. dhe 
| 3» 4+ 4 Rom. vi. 3. 1 Pet. i iv. 15 2, 
oke ix. 32. r Rev. i. 5, 6. 
Rom. v. 8. viii. 32. 1 Joh. 
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ſimple, but conſolatory, tokens of the grace of 


Jeſus in baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper, refer us 
alſo to his atoning death; and, in the inſtitution 
of the latter, a particular charge is given to ſhew 


i forth®, 


The mean of our abe pn aner with God, nnd 
of our juſtification, is everywhere in the goſpel 
ſaid to be faith in Chriſt* : and that, too, in dire 
oppoſition to the law, or ſeeking our juſtification 


by the works of the law *. But, if to believe in 


Chriſt, ſignify only 4% receive and obey bis doch rine, 
reſpeQing the rational grounds and duties of re- 
ligion; how came the dottrine and righteoul- 
neſs of faith, to be totally different from the 


demands and righteouſneſs of the law; ; Whether 
ve regard the natural moral law, or the written 


law of Moſes ? Moſes, we know, bad alſo taught 
the doAtines of natural religion; ſuch as the ex- 
iſtence, unity, and providence of God, and the 
duties of man to man: and, that he love of God and 

our neighbour is more than all whole burnt offerings 
and ſacrifices, was often inculcated under the Old 
Teſtament diſpenſation, and not unknown to the 
Or, does the prohibition, with regard 


Rom. vi. g, 4. Col. ii. 12. Matt. xxvi. 28. 1 Cor. x. 16, 
„ 23—27. 

t Joh. iii. 16. Acts xvi. 31. | | 

Rom. iv. 1—. x. 3—11. Gal. ii. 16, v. 4, Go Phil. iti, 8—10. 

v Mark xii. 32—4. 


to 


for our Sinns. 67 


to ſeeking righteouſneſs by the law, mean only 
laying aſide the Moſaic ceremonies ? But, in the 
forecited texts, and in various others, the term 
law cannot poſſibly be underſtood in ſuch a 
limited ſenſe. Beſides, the righteouſneſs of faith, 
in contradiſtinction to that of the law, exiſted in 
Ha ancient times *: and, therefore, thoſe ceremonies 
—— might, even then, have been repealed. But they 
1 were appointed by Cod himſelf, and for that rea- 
ſon the obſervation. of them was not ſo incon- 
ſiſtent with a rational religion, as of themſelves + 
to put men into a ſtate of condemnation. Paul 
conſtantly teaches us, that the oppoſition between 
faith and the law conſiſts in this, That God's in- 
flexible law condemns all ſinners, whether Jews, 
or Gentiles; that by. the works of the law no 
fleſh ſhall be juſtified ; that the law, through 
ſin, is become weak to give life; but that faith 
acknowledges and receives Chriſt, as him who 
bath fulfilled all righleouſneſs ; who was made a curſe 
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Hor us; and who was jet fürth to be a propiliation 


through faith, not only in his doctrine, but in his 
Blond, to declare his righteouſneſs . if 
If it were not fo, why was Chrift crucified, to the 
3 0 Jews a ſtumbling Block, and to the Greeks fooliſb- 
2 neſs"? Certainly, not on account of the capital 
| 


Rom. iv. 1==5, 


3 x Rom. i iii. 19—31. viii. 3, 4. Gal. iii. 10—13, 21, 22. 
Phil, We 8 9. 
Y 1 Cor. ii. 18, 25. 


. truths 
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truths of natural religion which he taught. The 
Jewiſh teachers, and the beſt Heathen ſages, who 
had acknowledged thoſe truths, were honoured 
on that account. Nor was this offence taken, 
| becauſe Chriſt, a worthy and faithful, though a 
deſpiſed teacher, was unjuſtly accuſed, and ſhame- 
fully put to death. The condemnation of So- 
CRATES Was not remembered with contempt. 
The true realon of the offence was this: The 
ſufferings of our Saviour were declared to be the 
only grouud and ſource of our reconciliation and 
falvation; while both Jews and Heathens ſup- 
poled they might be ſayed by the worth of their 
own virtue. It appearcd to them, therefore, 
exceedingly ſtrange, and incouſiſtent with their 
pride, to ſeek life in a way of humiliation and 
confeſſion of fin; in the deep abaſement of a 
_ crucified Redeemer ; ; and in his juſtifying reſur- 
rection *. 

What we have thus far endeavoured to demon- 
ſtrate makes it evident, that be /»ferings of Chriſt 
or ſin, mult not be ſo underſtood, as if God's 
only view in them was, when about to announce 

oh to the world grace and life by the goſpel, firſt to 
| make known his deteſtation of ſin by a remark- 
able example of his vengeance which all ſinners 
had deſerved; and that for this purpoſe, he gave 
WP to ſo much pain and ignominy an eminently 


al I 


* * Matt. xvi. W ng Job. vi, 11866. 
aualified 
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qualified ambaſſador. For it muſt be allowed, 
that all preceding ages had afforded awful in- 
ſtances of God's high diſpleaſure againſt the ſins 
of individuals and of nations; without a deli- 
verance from fin ever having been aſcribed to 
them. An infamous death, to which the ſentence 
of a civil judge condemned a mean perſon from 
among the people; or a teacher wandering about 
in poverty; was much leſs ſuited to give a ſignal 
and extraordinary example of divine wrath, than 
the immediate interpoſition of providence ; which 
had often, in former times, inflicted, and was 
able ſtill to inflict, miraculous puniſhments on 
diſtinguiſhed individuals, or on a whole people. 
| —In order to teſtify a juſt abhorrence. of fin, 
vengeance mult not be let looſe upon one that 
was perfectly innocent. For that would have 
been quite abſurd; unleſs (according to what 
the ſcriptures already mentioned have taught) 
this innocent perſon, with the approbation of 
God, and in a manner as voluntary as it was ge- 
nerous, had ſubſtituted himſelf in our place, by 
bearing our ſins, —Thus, then, the ſacred writings 
point out the ſufferings of Jeſus, not merely as 
a repreſentation and confirmation of our peace 
with Heaven, but as its foundation and ſource. 
We by no means exclude other advantages, 
aſcribed by Socinus to the death' of Chriſt. 
Without doubt, he thereby confirmed his own 
F 3 Tos ſincerity, 


1 
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ſincerity, and the truth of his miſſion. But was 
it ever heard, that a falſe prophet, when forming 
a new ſect, repreſented his own death, ignomi- 
nious and ſoon approaching, as the deſign of his 
miniſtry, and eſtabliſhed it as an article of his 
doctrine? Jeſus, indeed, ' uſually appealed to his 
miracles for the confirmation of his miſſion: 
but are the- forgiveneſs of fins, and eternal life, 
any where aſcribed to his miracles, as they fre- 
quently are to his bloody death? For what 


doftrine was Jeſus condemned? Not for the 


truths of natural religion ; but becauſe he de- 
clared himſelf to be much ſuperior to a human 


' prophet. (See SecTron IX.) If the heavenly 


choir at his birth; if the Father's voice at his 
conſecration ; if his glorious appearance on the 


mount of transfiguration, had been clearly un- 


derſtood by the Jewiſh council and all the peo- 
ple; if the lightening which, under the former 


economy, appeared to confirm the miſſion of 


Moſes and of Elias, had alſo appeared on his 
behalf, and cauſed him to be reſpetted; if, more 


eſpecially, he had gratified the prejudices of the 


Jews concerning the Meſſiah; if, with the legions 
of his Father's angels*, he had diſturbed the 


Roman authority, and extended David's powerful 


kingdom; their unbelief would have been over- 
© Matt, xxvi. 5g. 


d den 1 come; 
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come; they would have eagerly received, and 


firmly confided in him. For they were always 
more allured by the loaves that were given them, 
and by the manna that dropped from heaven, 
than by his fleſh and blood, that were promiſed 
to them v. A ſteady martyrdom was more neceſ- 
fary to confirm the miniſtry of the apoſtles, than 
his own; becauſe their preaching was chiefly 
founded upon the truth of the important circum- 
ſtances of the Saviour's death and exaltation : 
in regard to which, as they could not be deceived, 


ſo neither can their ſincerity be called in queſtion. 


But the Lord [eſus Chriſt had abundance of glo- 


rious means for eſtabliſhing his doctrine. Beſides, 


if nothing except a confirmation of his miniſtry 


was to have been effected by his death, he was 


under no neceſſity of dying on the accurſed and 
ſhameful tree; and, particularly, under the ap- 


| pearance of public juſtice; which alienated o the 


multitudes from him, offended his friends, and 


perplexed his followers ©. 


With regard to the deſign of giving, 17 his 
ſufferings, an example of love, of ſubje&ion to 
God, and of truſt in him, that we alſo reſpect. But 
for that purpoſe the extremity of diſgrace was 
not neceſlary. Beſides, his ſufferings were accom- 

b Joh. vi. 26—66, 
Mark zv. 11 


c Matt, xxvi. 3t, 8. Lake xxiv. 257 21. 


. panied 
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panied* with ſo much diſtreſs, and ſo many groans 8 
and tears, that very different objects muſt have 7 
been aimed at by them: otherwiſe, he would not 9 
have excelled many martyrs in his cauſe. Fu- 
ther, if any apoſtle had foreſeen, and had poſ- 
ſeſſed the courage openly to predict his own death, 
for the confirmation of the truth, and an example 
to others; he might, on the principle of the So- „ 
cinians, have ſaid, with Chriſt, He, that eateth 
my fleſh, and drinteth my blood, bath eternal life ; 5 
for my fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeed ? 5 
But, notwithſtanding the evidence produced 
from the word of God, arguments and objeQtions | 1 
are brought againſt a ſatisfaction by the ſubſtitu- wh 
tion of another. If we are not miſtaken, however, | 
they may be ſufficiently anſwered. But much 
ſtronger arguments oppoſe the ſentiment, that a 
holy God may ſhow himſelf favourable to, or 
indifferent about, the wilful violation of thoſe 
laws and moral duties, from an obligation to 
which he never can releaſe men or, to ſpeak 
more plainly, and more in the uſual ſtyle, that 
4 God may, and will, fuffer fin to eſcape with f im- 
1 punity. 
BH Ik, then, (to duds; in the language of the 
apoſtle, when expatiating on the glory of Chriſt) 
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d Matt. xxvi. 37—g9. Luke xxii. 44. Heb. v. 7, 
ad 2 Tim. iv. 6. compare Joh. vi. 51—57. 
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the Son of God hath, by himſelf, purged our fins* ; 


how perverſe and injurious would it be, to 
limit the ſaving work of our Lord to his preach- 
ing? How inconſiſtent is it with ſuch an idea, 
that, according to the common mode of ſpeak- 

ing among Chriſtians, efficacious merits are aſ- 


cribed to Chriſt, if theſe are underſtood in an 


unuſual ſenſe, only as relating to his doctrine and 
excellent character? In oppoſition to which, 
much might be advanced. See Section IX. 
How clearly, then, is the doftrine confirmed, 
which we maintained in Section X.; namely, 


that Chriſt himſelf, in his Perſon and work, is 


the ſource and author of our .1va:1on?—If the 
ſufferings and death of Chriſt have merited ſaving 
bleſſings for all the rumberleſs multicudes that 
ever have believed, or ever ſhall believe, in him; 
if his comparatively ſhort fufferii gs were the la- 
tisfying price of redempiion, to deliver all thoſe 
ſinners from the fear of death and the wrath to 
come: then does the infinite worth of his Perſon 
and work pals all underſtanding ; then we deduce _ 
from that moſt gracious deliverance an important 


proof of his ſupernatural, and really divine ex- 
cellence. | 


* Heb. i. 3. 
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n 8 ECT. XII. 


EE RELATION OF CHRIST Ko WIS CHURCH» 


* 


8 the denial of Chriſt's true Divinity en- 
tirely deprives the penitent ſinner of the 
merit of bis prieſtly work, and of all the advan- 
tages and conſolations thence reſulting; ſo does 
it rob the church of his all-ſufficient care and 


prote&tion, Is he merely a human prophet, born 
in the fulneſs of time, to teach, and to confirm 
his doctrine by a holy example and a painful 
death ? Then is the whole of his office long lince 
concluded; and he now enjoys in heaven the 


promiſed reward of his ſervices. He may pray, 


in general, for Chriſtians in a body; but he ceaſes 

to do any more for our ſalvation on earth. This 

is directly contrary to thoſe high and praftical 

relations to the church, which are everywhere 

| aſcribed to him in the word of God; and which, 

at che ſame time, eſtabliſh bis ſupreme. perfec- 
tion. 3 


Not only the Jews, who beliexed.; in him, "wy 


F ring his reſidence here below ; but alfo all believ- 
ers, collected from among Jews and Heathens 
alter his aſcenſion, conſtitute his church. They 


are all the called of Chriſt ©: bs oy. are his ele&, from 


0 Rom. To 6, 


the 


to bis Church. "0 


the ine end of heaven to the other :. Does 
barely mean, that he, by his inſtructions, whi 
were of ſo ſhort a continuance, opened the » 
to ere& upon earth ſuch an extenſive and perma- 
nent ſociety? If ahy chooſe to underſtand it ſo, 
let them attend to what follows. All the meme 
bers of the church are his property; the ſheep, © 
which he is /be ſhepherd ". Whether they live, they 
live ſo the Lord, and whether they die, they die to _ 
the Lord ; whether they live, therefore, or die, they 
are the Lord's'. Their bodies are the members of 
Chriſt, and muſt, therefore, not be abuſed*. 
are his property, as bought by him with a price; far 
be hath purchaſed them with his own. Bld. As 
they are the temple of the living God, who dwel- 
leth in thera *; ſo they are {he Son's own houſe, - 
which he built", and will yet build o.— This relation 


ant conſequences. They are his ſervants, and, 
(which deſerves particular attention) not the ſex 4. 
vants of mend. Serving him, and not men, 1 
Hall receive from bim the reward of the inheritance 7 


* 


x 4 * > = 77 * 2 * 


is, on both ſides, attended with the moſt 17 7 


's Mart. xxiv. g1. » Heb. iii. - 6. i 
„ Joh. x. 12, 14. o Matt. xvi. 18. e 
i Rom. xiv. 7, 8. v 1 Cor. vii. 22, 23. 8 
k 1 Cor, vi. 15. Eph. vi. 6, Rom. ri. 18. | 
11 Cor. vi. 20. Acts xx. 28. 4 Col. iii. 23, 244. YR 5 
m 1 Cor. iii. 16. 2 Cor. „„ Ee 5 : 
Eph. ii. 22, 6 985 1 0 
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On the other hand, they are ſaid, by fin and un 
belief, 10 tempt Chrift* : and they are chaſtentd of 
bim, that they may not be condemned with the world. Eo 
—His active and ſalutary influence upon his * 
church which is on the earth, is everywhere men- 1 
tioned. When he vas near his departure out of 
the world, he promiſed ot to leave his people com- 
forlleſs *. He receiveth believers*. He is with 
them to the end of the world". He was mighty = 
among the Corinthians”. As God, ſo likewiſe 7 
Chriſt, 7s gracious to them; or, according to the 
Engliſh tranſlation, he forgives their finn. He 

is their life?. He is the author and finiſher of . 
their faith*. He comforts and eſtabliſhes their 5 1 1 
bearts*. 7. hey remain in him, and be in them b. Paul 0 5 
prays for bis grace io be with them*, To every . 
one of them is grace given, according io the meaſure 
: of the gift of Chrift*. In a word, as, when ene- 
mies, they were reconciled to God, by his death; ſo, 
when reconciled, they are ſaved E. bis life. He ü 

Hall Jave bis N 


* 1 Cor. x. 9. 2 Heb. xii. 2. 
1 Cor. xi. ga. 2 I beſſ. ii. 16, 17. 1 1 The 
t- Joh, Xiv. 18. _ 12, 13. 
„ Rom. xv. 7. b 1 Joh. 11. 24. 
V» Matt. xxviii. 20. '© Gal. vi. 18. 
w 2 Cor. xiii. 3. 4 Eph. iv. 7. 
x Col. iii. 13. compare Eph. © Rom. v. 10. 
FO f Matt, i. 21, 
y Col. ut. 4s | 2 
„ Let 
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his enemies under his feet. 


72 5 


to his Church. 57 HT Y 


* 


Let us further conſider the gracious relation of 

Jeſus Chriſt to his church, under the relative 

terms King, Head, Shepherd, and Huſband; terms - . 
which, though in ſome degree figurative, or im- 
proper, are nevertheleſs clear, full of meaning, | 
and mutually ſupport and ſtrengthen one another. 

That he is the King of his people, Gabriels, 5 
and Chriſt himſelf *, have informed us. Nor ies 
this to be underſtood in a feeble ſenſe, of only | 
a certain external luſtre, or a merely honorary 
title; but it implies great honour, founded in 
ſupreme power, in alluſion to the abſolute autho- 
rity of Eaſtern princes. He is the Prince of the 
kings of the earth *, He is the head of all princi- 
pality and power *. He is the Lord, both of the 
dead, and the living i. This ſupreme power is 
active, and conſtantly employed in governing his 
people; in doing them good; in protecting them 0 
againſt their enemies; and in cruſhing all oppo- 


ſition. He hall put down all rule, and all authority. 


and power. For he muſt reign, till he bath put all 
Shall, then, the pro- 

feſſors of the preſent times, and teachers of Chriſ- 
tianity hate him, now be is gone into a far country, | 


jo receive a kingdom, and ſend a meſſage after bim, 


s Luke i. 3g. 
kh Matt. xxv. 34, 40. 
Joh. xviii. 36. 
i Rey, i, 5. Xix. 16. xvü. 14. 


* Col. 11. 10. a 
1 Rom. xiv. 9. 3 
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5 ir. We will not have this man lo reign over us"? 
| I . j why do they continue to Join with us, in 


2  ealling Chriſt, our Lord? Or is it now a name of 


- no nificancy? Did it only concern his follow- 
& ers, who. lived in the time of bis reſidence here 


below? The chriſtian churches of old did not 
view it in this light. None can ſeriouſly object 
Es -- againſt all this; That to believers are promiſed the 
- -- Kingdom; a place upon a throne; and the judg- 


NE $ LY . For we need only to take . 
a view of theſe promiſes, and we ſhall perceive 
E " theimmenſe difference between the glory aſcribed _ 


7 A 0 believers, in fellowſhip and union with their # 
Tord; and that of Chriſt himſelf, by and from 
: 1 hay receives: 1 wn Wl 
5 SS + Obriſt | is the only Head of the church, and they | 
2 My bis body; his members v. This ſignifies, not 
only that he is far their ſuperior; but allo, that 
— ne affords them his powerful influence for their 
DIR | proviſion and ſupport; for their direction and 
N ſafety. Chriſt 10 7be bead of the church, and he is 
5 F 2 de Savicur of the 5 He filleth all in all. The 
: _ Fruit of his exaltation is, tbe edifying of the body 


8 

r 
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> 1] Of e. that we may grow up unto him, who ts 


3 2 a | 
. a le xix. 12—1 gy 


IP E Matt. xxv. 34+ Luke xxii. 29. Rev. i. 6. iii. 21. Matt. xix. 28. 
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10 his Church, 


the bead: from whom the whole body fitly Joined to. 
gether, and compacted, according io the effetiual 
meaſure of every part, maketh increaſe of the body * : 
Jeſus was not: only the Shepherd of his Jewiſh ; 
people in Paleſtine; but, after his leaving the 
world, the diſperſed in the Leſſer Aſia, wbo wers& M 
as Heep going aſtray, returned unio bim * : the church h, q 
of Epheſus was bis flock" :: the whole body of _ 1 
Chriſtians, to be called from among the Jews and 
Heathens, were to be the ſheep of one fold, and 2: al 
he their only ſhepherd . They could not be ** 1 


* 


called, merely from * doctrine. The friendly „ 1 
character of a e nberd, conveys the idea af an 


active and bufy life, ſpent in feeding, conduct. 1 8 — 
ing, protecting, and caring for his flock. Iiin;n 

a ſpiritual ſenſe, this is emphatically true . 
Chriſt. He was 10 bring the ſheep, from among 2 
the Heathens v. He knows them all*. He is be 
Shepherd; and Biſhop of their Souls. But wat 
does he procure for them, as their ſhepherd? _ 85 
Nothing leſs than eternal life“; the crown of glory, i 
— The union of the church with her Redeemer; ©. A 
which is ſo pregnant with ſpiritual bleſſings, is. 5 
often ne by the tender image of a a mare. 1 a 


— 


* 


— 


” Eph. 1 1 Col. i, 19. * Joh. x. . j 7 mo 
t 1 Pet. ii. 25. | ; Y'z Pet. th 25. : a BT” 8 5 2 | 
s Joh. x. 28. WY 1 
A 21 Pet. v. 4. FO 3 
w Joh. x. 16. l VVV 
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riage- covenant. He is her Bridegroom : not ſe- 
parated from her in any age by his diſtance from 


language this union ſo full of comfort, and lays 


their only Head and Prince ?—Secondly, thoſe 
powerful and ſaving exertions of Chriſt, which, 


ety of views; ſuppoſe Chriſt's omniſcience, om- 
nipreſence, omnipotence, and grace. —Thirdly, 
all theſe relations to God's church are, in the 


= Relation of Chr: 


— 


her in heaven; but united to her moſt cloſely, | 
for her ſafety, her ornament, her fruitfulneſs and 
advantage. Paul expreſſes in very emphatical 


it down as a foundation for recommending the = 
reciprocal duties, in a happy matrimonial ſtate?.Þ = 
All ſuch relations of the Saviour to his churen 
furniſh us with a three-fold proof oOf his true 


Divinity. For, firſt, to what man, what teacher, ; 
what mere creature, or middle being between 

God and us, do ſo much honour, and fo A 
much authority belong; and, in conſequence 4 
of which, ſo. much ſubjeQion, dependance, 1 
ſervice, and confidence from his people; that - 
the whole multitude of the ele& from among 2 
all nations till the end of time, are his ſub- . 
jects, his flock; who muſt all adhere to him as - 


far from being enthuſiaſtic notions, are contained 
in the word of God, and repreſented i in a vari- 


New Teſtament, alcribed to him in language 


b Eph, v. 22—33. 
borrowed 


WT: 


to it: but ſuch relations are there aſcribed to 
Jznovan, excluſively; and his ſevere diſpleaſure 
is teſtified againſt all-that would divide them with 
any other. Iſrael was bis. peculiar treaſure, the 


rod of his inheritance *. Their aſking a king was 
evil in the ſight of God. The paſtoral care of 


God over them is highly praiſed*; and the pro- 
fanation of his holy covenant, ſo rich with love, is 
charged upon them as a mark of reproach, and 


of the bigheſt ingratitude . Has, then, the Su- 
preme Being now laid aſide all his love to his 
= people, or devolved it on a mere creature? 


Againſt this demonſtration it may be alleged ; 


When Chriſt ſhall have put down all rule and aul ho- 
= rity, be fhall deliver up the kingdom to God the Ha- 
iber; and when all things ſhall be put under him, 


Ihen. fhall the Son alſo himſelf be ſubect untobim, that 


Cad may be all in all*, Thus, his exalted re- 


lation to the church ſeems to be, not perma- 
nent, but for a time; not ſelf-originated, but 


| A derived; and his ſubjection to the Father ſeems | 
: bp to diſcover no ſupreme, no divine power. The 
b . paſſage, it muſt be allowed, is profound. But 

does it teach us, that Jeſus, after having gradu- 


— ad ſubdued all oppoſition, and even Wa 


= © Ex. xix. 5, Pſa, cxiv. Jer. * Pſa, xxiii, Exck. xxxiv. 


x. 16. TO f Ezek. Xv1. Hof. i—ili. 


Sam. viii. 7, Ali. 18, 17. 1 1 Cor. xv. 24—28. * 


G „ hath 


borrowed from the Old Teſtament, and alluding 
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death itſelf to his dominion, ſhall, on that very 
account, loſe all authority? Muſt his power come 
to an end, by having reached the utmoſt deſign 
of its exertion? By no means. The ſame Paul 
declares, that he is far above all principality, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, 
but alſo in that which is to come". At the end of 
time, his glory ſhall be revealed, in the moſt illuſ- 
trious manner. Then ſhall he / upon the throne 
of bis glory, and be glorified in his ſaints *. On that 
appearance is founded the hope of his people 70 ſee 
him as be is'. Then ſhall they have an entrance 
into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, 
Zeſus Chriſt ®, The angel hath alſo told us, that 
of his kingdom there ſhall be no end". As, before 
that time, the royal majeſty of Chriſt, and the 
Father's delivering all things to the Son, by no 
means either annihilated, or diminiſhed ?, the 
ſupremacy and everlaſting ſovereignty of the 
Father; ſo, on the other hand, /e delivering up 
of the kingdom to the Father by Chriſt, does not 
- prevent our Lord, after having overcome, from 
 filting down with the Father on his throne . That 
mutual reſignation, therefore, can have regard 


b Eph. i. 21. | w 2 Pet, i. 11. 
t Pets . Tit. 1 it, 13. n Luke 1. 33- 
Col. iii. 4. _ © Matt. xi. 27, Joh. ii. 35. 
k Matt. xxv. 00 Theſſ. i. P Rev. xi. 15. Xii. 10. v. 1—14. 
7-10. 4 Rev. 1 iii. 21. 


1 1 Joh. iii. 2, 3. 


only 


to his Church. 83 


only to achange in the adminiſtration of that king- 
dom of grace, which belongs to the Father and 
the Son; the particulars of Which change are not 
fully revealed. T B all in all, as God the Father 
then ſhall be; is a beautiful deſcription of all- 
ſufficiency, and by far too exalted for any, crea- 
ture: but not for Chriſt, who is already ſuch in 
the kingdom of grace . - With regard to the 
Jubjeftion mentioned, which has been a ſubjett of . 
ſo much thought and reſearch; none can ſup- 
poſe, that it is to be underſtood in ſo degrading 
a ſenſe, as that in which Chriſt is, juſt before, 
ſaid 4 put down all rule and all authority, and to put 
all things under his feet: but it muſt be underſtood 
in a conſiſtency with the love of the Father to 
him; with his faithful execution of the whole 
-plan of redemption; and with his perſekting the 
kingdom of heaven. Beſides which, we may di- 
rect our thoughts to the ſolemn account which 
he will render to the Father, of his mediatorial 
work; as alſo to that approbation and honour, 
which he will receive from him. To main- 
tain, that the Prince of ſalvation is a mere crea- 
ture, on account of that ſubjection at the end of 
the world which is ſo obſcurely revealed, is at 
leaſt, very unſatisfactory: ſince, in reſpe& of his 
| created nature, his ſubjection will not chen com- 
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4 Col. iii. 11. 5 Ifai, Alix 6. Joh. Vi. 39, 40. 
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NM Authority of Chrif 


mence; becauſe, der that conſideration, bei is 


at this moment, and ever was, in all things ne- 
ceſſarily ſubjett to the Deity. But the true and 
undoubted ſubjettion of Chriſt to the Father, we 
ſhall examine more particularly in SzcrTioN 
XIX. i 


. 


THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST OVER ALL GOD'S 


AMBASSADORS. 


7 pleaſed the Suri Lord in ancient times, 


to authoriſe and ſend choſen ſervants to ſinful 


man, to inſtru him in the way of falvation. 
Chriſt alſo is preſented to us as the ambaſſador 
and ſervant of the Father, and that in a two-fold 
relation; he being the Apoſtle, and alſo the High- 
prieſt of our profeſſion*'. This may create a ſuſpi- 
cion, as if the Saviour, like other ambaſſadors 
and ſervants of God, were only a privileged crea- 
ture; far above thoſe, perhaps, but not in any 
reſpect equal to God. Thoſe, on the other ſide 


of the queſtion, ſuppoſe this to be fully confirmed 


by what the Saviour himſelf ſays, This is life 
eternal, that they might know thee, the only true 


= Heb, iii. 10 viii. 1, 2. » 7-L4 - a F 


God, 
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over all God's Ambaſſadors. 85 
Os, and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent* ; as he 
thereby ſeems to diſtinguiſh himſelf from the 


if we conſider this a little more attentively we 
== ſhall find, that what the holy ſcripture teaches, 


XZ reſpeQting his relation, and ſuperiority to all the | 
E ſervants of God, will direct us to the true ſenſe 
ol that ſublime paſſa ge. 

F 4 According to the divine teſtimony, Moſes was 
5 F highly privileged above other prophets*, John 
the Baptiſt was ſuperior to Moſes; and all the 


bed Hite nee a 
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apoſtles were ſuperior to John“ But all that 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Paul was above Apollos, 
Tychicus, Epaphras, and others; but yet it was 
carnal to regard ſuch a ſmall difference, when 


forerunner and kinſman of Jeſus; who was ac- 
knowledged by Herod and all the people as a 
prophet, and of whom it was foretold, a miracle 
accompanying the prediction, He fhall be great in 
the ſight of the Lord *;” thought he could not ſuffi- 
ciently praiſe the Saviour's excellence. He, who 
cometh after me, is preferred before me, for be was 


Joch. xvii. 3. 7 e Dow1 lit, 1, 4, 5» Col. 
% Num. Xii. 6—8. . 


Matt. xi. 9-14. * Luke i. 15, 
| G3 bave 


only true God, as the Father's ambaſſador. But 


variety of gifts, of privileges, and of rank, ceaſes 
at once and diſappears, when compared with 


Chriſt came in queſtion v.— John, who was the 


before me,; whoſe ſhoes I am not worthy to unlogſe. 1 
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bade need to be baptized of thee, and comeſt thou to 
ne? He muſt increaſe, but J muſt decreaſe. He that 
cometh from heaven, is above all | 


They are all jointly ſubjeQed to the ſervice 


of Chriſt. As they are he miniſters of God *, ſo 
are they the miniſters and ſervants of Chrift*. They 
muſt /erve the Lord Feſus Chriſt ®. Be not ye called 
FNabbi: for one is your Maſter, even Chriſt *, Ye call 

me Maſter and Lord, and ye ſay well: for ſo I amo. 
They are his foldiers*. All teachers muſt attend 


to this, left, through unfaithfulneſs, they deny ibe 


Lord that bought them t. They have their miſſion, 
their ſaving meſſage to mankind, and their autho- 


rity, from Chriſt. They are everywhere called, 


Paul received bis 


the apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt tt. 


miniſtry from the Lord Jeſus, to teftify the goſpel of 


the grace of God:. The Lord gave him his autho- 
rity . He is Ihe door, by which all the ſhepherds 
come into the ſheepfoldi.—We muſt not confi- 
der the Lord ]eſus here ,barely as a miniſter of 
ſtate, by whom the royal ambaſſadors receive 


f ee but which they receive in the name 


y Joh. i. 27—g0. Ut, 30—36. 4 Joh. xiii. 13. 
Matt. iii. 14. | © 2 Tim. il. g. 
2 2 Cor. vi. 4. f 2 Pet. ii. 1. 


Col. iv. 7—1 2. 1 Tim. iv. ff 2 Pet. iii. 2. 
. 
n 2 Cor. x. 3—8. 


? Joh, X. 19. 


6. James i. 1. 
Rom. Xvi. 18. 
Matt. xxiii. 8, 10. 


PR 
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of the prince. Some paſſages, indeed, will bear 
this interpretation. For example Paul an apoſile 
of Jeſus Chriſt, by the will of God*. Paul received, 
by Chriſt, grace and apoſtleſbipi. But that grace 


he often aſcribes to Chriſt himſelf ® : and the Sa- 


viour is repreſented, in this authority, as in fel- 
lowſhip with the Father. Paul, an apoſtle, not of 
men, neither by man, but by Jeſus Chriſt, and God 


the Father". James, a ſervant of God, and of the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſte. The giving ſome apoſtles, and 


ſome prophets, and ſome teachers; is aſcribedequally 


to God, and to Chriſt. Concerning his ſupreme 
authority over his miniſtring ſervants, read Matt. 
x. 1—33. Acts xxvi. 15—19. Rev. ii. and iii. 


For this reaſon he is emblematically repreſented, 


as holding the flars of the churches in bis right hand a. 
He 1s the nobleman, that went into a far country, to 


receive for himſelf a kingdom, and to return; who 


called his ſervants, and delivered unto them his goods, 


and ſaid, Occupy, 1ill I come. Ambaſſadors ſpeak 


and act, in the name of the power that ſends them. 
But it is in the name f Chriſt, that the ambaſſadors 
of whom we ſpeak execute their embaſly. We 


are ambaſſadors for All. as —— 5 God did We | 


1 Col. to by y 1 Cor, xii. 4, 6, 28. and 
| Rom. i. 5. „ lei. 

m 2 Cor. Xii. 9. VVV no. 
VVV Luke xix. 12,13. Matt. xxv. 
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you by us; we pray you, in Chriſt's lead, be ye recon- 
ciled to God. In the name of Jeſus, they preach 
repentance and remiſſion of fins *; they exhort te ; they 
baptize®, and adminiſter the Lord's ſupper *. His 
faithful ſervants carefully avoid the leaſt appear- 
ance of doing any thing of this kind in their own 
name v. The miracles, wrought by the apoſtles, 
were alſo performed in the name of Chriſt; and 
they expreſsly denied, that they v were done by 
their own virtue or power. 

The Divinity of the glorious Mediator is fully 
evident from this, that he directs his ſervants on 
| earth, and qualifies them for their important 
offices?. He premiſes to give them a mouth and 
wiſdom, which all their adverſaries all not be able 
to gainſay or refit *. If you ſhall aſh any thing in 
my name, 1 will do it*, He ſent Paul, and pro- 
miſed to deliver him from the Jews and Gen- 
tiles b. My grace 1s Jufficient for thee ; for my 
ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs e. Paul could 
do all things through Chrift firengthening bim. - The 
great effects of their preaching, and their miracles, 


2 Cor. v. 20. V Y See Acts xxii. 17—21. Xxili. 
t Luke xxiv. 47. . 11. 1 Theff. iii. 11. 

tr Acts ix. 29. 2 Theſſ. iii. 6, * Luke xxi. 13. compare Exod. 
Matt. xxviii. 19. IV. 12, 156 

v 1 Cor. xi. 23. a Joh. xiv. 13, 14. 

w 1 Cor. i. 13—15. Acts xxvi. 16, 17. 
Acts iii. 12—16. iv. 10. * 2 Cor. xii. 9. 
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could not, certainly, be aſcribed to their own, 
but to a divine power. And to whole power ? 
They preached everywhere, the Lord (Chriſt) 
working with them, and confirming the word with 
ſigns following *, Lydia heard the word preached, 
and zhe Lord opened ber beart*. John baptized 
with water : Feſus with the holy Ghoſt s. Peter ſaid, 
Eneas, Feſus Chriſt maketh thee whole". Would 
it not have been unreaſonable, if Eneas had re- 

| plied thus, No; it is not Feſus Chriſt, who is only a 
elorified ſpirit ; but his Father, that maketh me whole, 
for the confirmation of the doctrine which Chriſt 
formerly publiſhed ? Paul dared not to ſpeak of any of 
thoſe things which Chriſt had not wrought by him, 
to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed. For 
this reaſon 1t was, that they prayed ſo often to 
Chriſt, that he would bleſs their miniſtry, and 
beſtow his grace on the churches “. 

Once more (and this alone may decide the 
point); Chriſt himſelf is the object, the matter, 
and the ſeope of their united miſſion and doctrine. 
They preached not themſelves, nor any human 
teachers, however eminent. Mark preached not 
Peter; nor Timothy, Paul, though his ſpiritual 
father: but they all preached CHRIST. What is 
the meaning of this, we have already ſeen. Their 


e Mark. xvi. 20, h Acts ix. 34. 
Acts xvi. 14. i Rom. xv. 18. 19. 
s Matt. iii. 11 * Phil. iv. 23, & e. 


1 miniſtry 
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miniſtry was inſtituted on his account, that they 
might ze witneſſes of him to the uttermoſt parts of 
tbe earth'. They were to confeſs him before men v. 
Me preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord; 
and ourſelves your ſervants, for Feſus ſake v. The 
Saviour ſays of Paul; He 7s a cho/en veſſel unto 
me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, 
and the children of Iſrael. For I will ſhow him how 
great things be muſt ſuffer for my name's ſake®. 
Philip preached the things concerning the kingdom of 
God, and the name of Jeſus Chriſt o. They are 
unfaithful ſervants who et their own, not the 
things which are Jeſus Chriſi's *.—So, on the other 
| hand, their happy converts had learned, not Paul 
or other human teachers, but Crit. The Ephe- 
ſians were 7aught the truth, and were light, not in 
the apoſtle, whom they had heard, but in ihe 
Lord à. Chriſt, then, differs from all other teach- 
5 like as the light differs from thoſe who ſhow 
John was not 7hat light, but he was A to bear 
au. of the light *. | 
Nor will Chriſt ever forbear to maintain his 
high authority. He will judge, concerning the 
miniſtry of his ſervants; pronounce the ſentence 
upon them, and give to every one his reward. 
| Adts i. 8. oo Akts viii, 1 2. 
m Matt. x. 32. | P Phil. ii. 21. 
n 2 Cor. iv. 5. 2 Eph. iv. 20, 21. v. 8. 


Adds ix. 15, 16. Ich. i. 79. 
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For, after a long time, the Lord of the | ſervants, 
undo whom be had delivered his goods, and had com- 
mitted various talents, Mall come again, and reckon 
_ with them. Watch ye, therefore, ſaid he to his 
diſciples, and pray always, that ye may be accounted 
worthy to fland before the Son of man. Knowing, 
therefore, the terror of the Lord, we perſuade men t. 
Elſewhere, the apoſtle ſays, With me tt is a very 
ſmall thing, that I ſhould be judged of you, or of man's 
judgment. He that judgeth me is the Lord Chriſt ; | 
as the connettion ſhews,, Timothy was thus 
exhorted to faithfulneſs ; I we ſuffer, we ſhall 
alſo reign with him: if we deny him, he will deny 
us: if we believe not, yet he abideth faithful ; he can- 
not deny bimſelf”. The apoſtle, having fought the 
good fight, expected the crown of righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord, the righteous Fudge, would give him in 
the day of his appearing ". 
A compariſon between the Lord Teſus Chriſt, 
with his and his Father's ſervants; and the rela- 
tions he ſtands in to them, (that have been con- 
ſidered in ſeveral views) which are confirmed by 
what Jeſus and they themſelves have ſaid ; afford 
us a proof of ſuch abilities, of ſuch operations, 
of ſuch honour, and of ſuch authority, as exalt 


a 
6. 


Matt. xxv. 14—g0. » 1 Cor. iv. 3—3. 
Luke xxi. 36. 2 Tim. ii. 12, 13. 
t 2 Cor. v. 10, 11 v 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 
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bim above all finite beings. We rejoice that 
our high opinion of the Lord Jeſus, if we be not 
miſtaken, met with the fulleſt concurrence of thoſe 
faithful ſervants of God by whoſe infallible teſti- 
mony we know Chriſt, and was the fundamental 
dottrine which they taught. They everywhere 
endeavoured, as far as. they were able, to exalt 
Chriſt above themſelves; to reverence him as 
their Lord; and to give us the moſt inftruQtive 
examples of all that honour and reſpect, which, 
as we concluded in Szcrion VIII. eſtabliſh his 
true Divinity,—Let us now recolle& what we 
have already obſerved, with regard to John the 
Baptiſt, Paul's whole % was Chrift*: and, fif 
the intended conciſeneſs of this Treatiſe would 
permit, we might ſhow, from almoſt every para- 
graph of his reaſonings and Epiſtles, that his. 
thoughts, his love, his fortitude, and his grati- 
| tude, were full of Chriſt his Lord. Would to 
God that we could excite the emulation of thoſe 

who, without ſuch affettions, would endeavour 
to reduce Chriſtianity to its ancient ſimplicity !— 
Did not all the apoſtles, and their immediate ſuc- 
ceſſors, ſeek their own ſalvation in Chriſt, and 
expect it from him? Did they not call upon him 
in difficulties and diſtreſs, exerciſe themſelves in 
his fear, and aſcribe to- him all the ſucceſs of 

their mrniſtry : ? They laboured, Srivmg, according 


X « Phil, i, 21, Gal. 11. 20. 
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fo his working which wrought in them mightily **? 
Did they not give up every thing for bim, aud 
hazard their lives for the name of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt? ? Theex180NER of Jeſus Chrift, was eſteem- 
ed a title of honour by the prudent ambaſſador 
of the croſs . His glorying above others was, that 
he, as a miniſter of Chriſt, was in ſiripes more abund- 
ant, in priſons, in deaths, and in ſufferings of every 
kind, more frequent *. Becauſe the ſtrength of 
Chriſt was made perfect in his weakneſs, be took 
Pleaſure in infirmities, in reproaches, in perſecuti- 
ons, in diſtreſſes, for Chriſ?'s ſake *. No afflictions 
moved him ; neither counted he his life dear io bim- 
 felf, jo that he might finiſh his courſe with joy, and 
the miniſtry which he had received of the Lord Jeſus d. 
When Peter and the apoſtles were beaten, they re- 
joiced that they were counted worthy io ſuffer for his 
name; and they ceaſed not lo preach Feſus Chriſt. 
— Why, then, did thoſe truly enlightened men 
thus eſteem their Lord? 

The divine ſuperiority of Chriſt, 3 
with other ambaſſadors of God, appears in the 


totally different relations Which he and they bear 
to the church. Moſes and Chriſt were both | 


xx Col, 1 ® 2 Cor. xii. 9, 10. | 

Acts xv. 26. b Acts xx. 24. xxi. 13. 
vy Eph. iii. 1. Philem. 1, 9. Phil. ii. 30. . 

z 2 Cor. xi. 23-90. Acts v. 29, 40—42. 
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faithful to him that appointed them*. But with 
how much difference]! Moſes, as a 8ERVANT in 
God's houſe ; Chrift, as a SON over his own bouſe ; 
whoſe houſe are we*. A difference, like that be- 
tween a part of the houſe, or family ; and the 
builder, or proprietor of the houſe. For Chriſt 
was counted worthy of more glory than Moſes, inaſ- 
much as he who builded the houſe, hath more ho- 
nour than the houſe. For every houſe is builded by 
ſome one, but he that built all things is Godf. The 
reaſoning in theſe words is not very common, 
and has received ſeveral explications. But, how- 
ever uncommon it may be, it contains, in our 
opinion, agreeably to its connection and ſcope, 
an implicit acknowledgment of our Lord's Divi- 
nity.—The elders, and witneſſes of the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, feed the flock of God; but not as being lords 
over God's heritage: while Chriſt is the chief Sep- 
herds, and he to whom i be ſheep belong. They. 
feed the church of God, which he hath purchaſed 
with bis own blood'., They are all given by ihe 
Lord Feſus, for the edifying of the body of Chriſt *. 
Their labour tends to this, that Chriſt may be 
formed in his people. Him, ſay they, we preach, 
warning every man, and leaching every man in all 
4 Heb. ni. 2. 2 5 Acts xx. 28. Joh. xxi. 
Heb. iii. 5, 6. 15—17. 

f Heb. iii. 3, 4. * Eph. iv. 11, 12. 
5 1 Pet. v. 2-4. | Gal. iv. 19. 

* Joh. x. 11 —16, | EI 


wiſdom, - 
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wiſdom, that we may preſent every man perfect in 
Chrift Jeſus ®,—Chriſt only, without allowing any 


to have a ſhare with him in the relation, is, as 
we have already ſeen, the Bridegroom, the Huſ- 


band, and Lord of the church. But his illuſtri- 


ous forerunner was only the friend | of the Bride- 


groom ; to whom it was granted as an honour 
merely 10 rejoice, becauſe of the Bridegroom". All 
other faithful teachers are inſtrumental in pre- 
paring the church for her huſband, Chriſt*®.—In a 


word, reſpecting his relation to the church, the 
Saviour differs as much from them, as he does 


from the means he employs for their ſalvation. 
Or, is Chriſt divided? Was Paul crucified for you? 
or were you baptized in the name of Paul ? Who, 


then, is Paul, and who is Apollos, but minifters by 


whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every 
mand? 85 
Chriſt over the angels. His ſupreme power, and 
bis redèeming conqueſts, over Satan and his an— 
gels, are mentioned frequently, and at large a; 
and he is likewiſe to be their judge“. But, as 
many in theſe times will not hear of evil angels, 


4 Matt. xii. 24— 30. Luke x. 
17, 18. Heb. ii. 14. 1 Joh. 


m Col. 1. 28. 
n Joh. iii. 28—g1. 


2 Cor. xi, 2. . 
P 1 Cor. Ul. Zo Þ 13. 


r Matt, viii. 29. Jude 6, 
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let us attend to the good angels; thoſe powerful 
ſpirits who are ſent to execute the great plans of 
God's counſel. How can Chriſt be conſidered as 
a mere creature, if he be the Lord of angels ? 
How often were they diſpatched to ſerve him, in 
his ſtate of humiliation on earth ! Angels and au- 
thorities are made ſubject to him. They are His 

\ angels, or meſlengers*; and a time is coming 
when the Lord ſhall be revealed from heaven, with 
bis mighty angels". It muſt not be imagined, that 
Chriſt excels the angels only as to the degree of 
his qualifications; or in point of precedency, as 
the chief created angel. The apoſtle aſſigns a 
very different reaſon of his pre-eminence. For 
he informs us, that when God calls the angels his 
miniſters, he ſays to Jeſus, Thou art my Son: and 
again, Thy throne, O Gov, is for ever and ever. 
But to which of the angels ſaid be at any lime, Sit on 
my Tight hand? Thoſe richly endued meſſengers 
of heaven muſt own, with humility, their infinite 
diſtance from the glory of the Son of God, when 
they all in a body, without diſtinction of ranks, 
worſhip him. On this account they are not al- 
lowed any claim to our adoration ; as that would 
not be holding the Head. The difference, then, 


1 Vet, ii. 82, Phil, i. 10. Heh. i. 5, 7, K. 

1 Matt. xvi. 27. Xxiv. gl. V Heb. i. 13. | 
„ SS. Wy . 
* 2 Theſſ. i. 7. 'y Col. ii. 18, 19. Rev. xxii. 9 
| between 


over all God's Ambaſſadors. 97 


between Chriſt and the angels is as great, as be- 
tween the Saviour himſelf, and the miniſtering ſpi- 
rits, who are ſent forth io miniſter for them who 

ſhall be heirs of ſalvation * as great as we have 
ſeen the difference to be, between Chriſt and his 
apoſtles. For, how high ſoever the angels are 
above human teachers; yet, when both come in 
compariſon with Chriſt, they loſe that ſuperiority. 
An angel himſelf hath faid, I am tby feilow-ſer- 
vant, and of thy brethren that have the teſitmony of 
Jeſus. Worſhip God. Fr the 0 of n 10 
the ſpirit of prophecy *. 

Now, by comparing all that has been ſaid „par- 
diener in this Section, with the declaration of 
Jeſus (Joh. xvii. 3.) above mentioned, it is evi- 
dent, that 7o be ſent by the Father, is far from be- 
ing inconſiſtent with his true Divinity. For, 
baving fellowſhip with the Father in his perfec- 
tion, working, and honour, he is infinitely ex- 
alted above all other ambaſſadors of God. —It 

vas the expreſs good pleaſure of God, in the 
fulneſs of time, to take a courſe quite different 
from that of former ages. It pleaſed God to 
reveal himſelf and his grace to mankind, in a 
more illuſtrious manner; ſo as to afford them 
richer conſolation, and lay them under greater 
obligations, by ſending an ambaſſador, whole re- 


* % ö 


bs Heb. 1, 14. a Rev. xix. 10. 
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lation to the Father, as well as to the church, 
was totally different, and infinitely ſuperior. God, 
who, at ſundry limes, and in divers manners, pate 
in times paſt to the fathers by the prophets, hath in 
theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us by. his So d. That 
great difference was publiſhed, from the excellent 
glory, in the hearing of teachers both of the Old 
and New Teſtament times*. Loft of all be ſent 
unto them his Sow, ſaying, They will reverence my 
Sox . Jeſus himſelf ſhows, in the words ob- 
jeaed againſt us, his dignity, and his fellowſhip 
with the Father; by making our eternal life to 
_ conſiſt in the knowledge, not only of the Father, 
but alſo of he Son himſelf: not merely as a 
mean of inſtruction, (for that might alſo be ſaid 
of the apoſtles) but as the ground and ſource of 
ſalvation. See SECTION X. He evidently al- 
ſerts his own power, when, in the ſecond verſe, 
he calls the dignity aſcribed to him a power over 
all fleſh, that he ſhould not barely reveal, but give 
eternal life to as many as were given him by the Fa- 
ther. In the fifth verſe he alſo teaches us, that 
his being ent, ſuppoſes the high glory which be 
had with the Father, even before the world was. 
But, does not Jeſus acknowledge, (which is 
the principal ching) that the Father is the only 
» Heb. 1, 1, Kc. | 


e Matt. xvii. 5. 2 pet.! 1. 16. Ly 
4 Matt. XXi. 97. 
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true God, in oppoſition to himſelf, as his ambaſſa- 
dor? When Socixus and his followers drew this 
concluſion from the text, they were obliged to 
give up an idea, of which on other occaſions - 
they are extremely fond; namely, That the term 
Gov, in ſacred language, does not expreſs the 
high and diſtinguiſhing nature of the Supreme 
Being; but is a name of authority and excellence. 
For one of theſe two things muſt follow : If that 
name ſignify an high authority only, in whatever 
manner they intend it to be aſcribed under that 
name to Chriſt; they cannot here appropriate 
the only true Godhead to the Father, excluſively 
of the Son: and ſo the objection falls. But, if 
they here underſtand, by the name Gov, the 
eternal and infinite Being only ; it is an implicit 
acknowledgment of our proof of Chriſt's Divi- 
nity, drawn from that name being ſo often ex- 
preſsly given to him.—We will not avail our- 
ſelves of the tranſlation adopted by ſome, who' 
underſtand it in the following manner : This is 
eternal life, that they might know that thou art the 
only true Cod, as alſo Jeſus Chriſt whom thou baſt 
fent. We abide by the uſual ſenſe, that the eter- 
nal ſalvation of men conſiſts in the due acknow- 
ledgment of the Father, as the only true God, 

and of Chriſt, as the Saviour ſent by him. But 
that diſtintion, which was long ſince obſerved, 

remains  Yalid: It is quite a different thing to ſay, 


9 2 The 
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The Father ist ibe oN uv true God; which we re- 
ſpectfully own: and to ſay, The Father ALONE is 
the true God ; which is not to be found in the text. 
The intention of our Saviour is to exhibit the 
Father as the only true God, in contraſt with all 
falſe Gods; the worſhip of whom was to be entirely 
aboliſhed by the goſpel, that the name of God 
might be one through the whole earth: but not 
in contraſt with þin/ef;- in whoſe power it is to 
beſtow eternal life. Is not God the Father called, 
tbe bleſſed and o Lx Potentate, the King of kings, 
and Lord of lords © ? But-it ſhould not be doubted, 
that this alſo belongs to Chriſt. Paul determined 
| to know nothing, ſave Feſus Chrift* : that is, not 
_ excluſively of the Father; but of all created 
powers, from whom ſalvation might be ſought. 
To which we may add that remarkable ſaying of 
John, concerning Jeſus Chriſt ; This is THE TRUE 
Gop *.—Now, for the Saviour, in our text, to 
deſcribe himſelf in a limited ſenſe, with regard 
to his being ſent by the Father, is natural; ſince, 
as Mediator, who was to perform his work upon 
earth in the low ſtate of his humanity, he here 
deſires his Father's glorifying approbation: while 
he, nevertheleſs, in this ſublime prayer, avow- 
edly claims. to himſelf ſuch prerogatives as are 
unkyitahia in the ou of any mere creature. 


56 Tim. vi. "= 168" = L 1 7 v. 20. compare Joh, 
4 Cor: th di - * W : 
5 2 by | | 25 | But 
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But let us conſider, a little more particularly, 
that forementioned aſſertion of the angel, The te/- 
timony of Feſus is the ſpirit of prophecy ; that is, 
of 'divine Revelation, both 1 in ancient and lter 
times. | 


ST. CT. Ty, 
CHRIST THE SPIRIT OF ANCIENT PROPHECY. 


[ F Chriſt, who is not a mere creature, but the 


mighty Saviour of Adam's apoſtate ſeed, 


be the principal ſubject of the doctrine of ſalva- 
tion; and if, before his incarnation, he had an 


exiſtence which never commenced; then, cer- 


tainly, he could not be unknown to thoſe that 


were honoured with a divine Tevelation, before 


the time of the goſpel. Chriſtian divines have 
generally taken this for granted; and are pleaſed 
with collecting, from the books of the Old Teſ— 
- tament, and from the earlieſt ages, the important 
information concerning him; which information 
became gradually ſtronger and clearer as time 


advanced. In the application of texts to him, 


ſome have been more free, and others more 
are; 

Thoſe who deny the Divitdty of leite have 
| thought much more meanly of the doftrine of the 
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Old Teſtament ; ſuppoſing, that they can find in 


it but little of Chriſt, or of his goſpel. The re- 
ligion of the Patriarchs, and of the Iſraelites, 
was never more deſpiſed, than by ſome of our 
modern teachers. The writings of the prophets, 
ſay they, are ſo involved, that, though we do 
our utmoſt, with the aſſiſtance of ſkill in lan- 
guages and in the art of poetry, to connett them 


and to unfold their meaning, they will be ſtill 


obſcure. The paſſages produced from them, 


which are applied to Chriſt and his redemption, 


appear to have no ſuch deſign. But he, and his 
apoſtles, by making an artful uſe of the attach- 


ment of the Jews to prophetic language, and of 
their prejudices reſpecting the Meſſiah who was 
to come, have given that particular turn to them. 
As to the law of ceremonies, it was only a po- 


litical -regulation about long eſtabliſhed cuſ- 
toms, or an imitation of what was praQtiſed by 
renowned nations.—Theſe objectors proceed till 
further, and ſay; The patriarchs were plain men, 


and keepers of cattle ; who, with regard to invi- 
{ible things, were entirely in a ſtate of childiſh 


ſimplicity. The firſt book of Moſes was. col- 
lected, not only from ancient memorials, but 
from writings of uncertain authority; as alſo from 


ancient traditionary reports, or the ſongs of na- 


tions, and 1s poetical and. embelliſhed. Thus 


the earlieſt informations concerning mankind, 


are 
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are not founded on true hiſtorical Fats. Some 
new divines fall in with the ſuppoſition, that the 


firſt men, naturally rude and ignorant, did not 


for a long time unite in ſociety; arrived ſlowly 


to the uſe of ſpeech; and were obliged to be in- 


ſtructed in the knowledge of God in a gradual 


manner, and by the aſſiſtance of ſenſible images 


and appearances. Moſes, ſay they, could make 
nothing of the Iſraelites, except by preſcribing a 
religious ſervice, which was emblematical, and 
adapted to give them conſtant employment. The 
moſt intelligent of that people might hope for 
further light ; but how little could pure and ra- 
tional religion be thereby inculcated on their 
minds! How much leſs the myſtery of a divine 
Redeemer, who was to come and make atone- 


ment for ſins of ancient and later times; together 


with other doctrines of a ſimilar nature! 


Into what a ſituation are we now come! To 


_ renounce an important and well-confirmed arti- 
cle of belief, ſhall we be obliged to credit looſe 
principles, and to embrace the abſurdities of 
Eeicurus concerning the origin of ſociety? Is 
it philoſophical, is it agreeable to the conſtitution, 
and for the honour of reaſonable men; is it con- 
| ſiſtent with the wiſdom and goodneſs of God, to 
make men firſt wander about for a long time in a 
ſtate of ſpeechleſs barbarity ;—to leave thoſe rea- 
ſonable men, nevertheleſs, to invent language of 
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themſelves; and then to let them live for ages in 
childiſh ignorance? Is there ſo much informa- 
tion and utility to be found, in doing what we 
can to loſe, with the literal hiſtory of Geneſis, 
all the advantage by which the ſacred hiftory is 
ſo ſuperior to all others; and to extinguiſh all 
the light which it throws upon the condition of 
man, the origin of good and evil, the riſe of na- 
tions, Geography, Chronology, and the like ? 
That the knowledge of God, and the doctrine 
of ſalvation, were revealed to mankind by degrees, 
is very. certain. But was it neceſſary the Deity 
ſhould have a courſe of ages, in which to inſtru& 
men ſo far in the arts and ſciences, as we teach 
our children in the ſpace of fourteen or ſixteen 
years? Is it in our power to read the moſt ancient 
records in the world; the hiſtory of the patri- 
archs, or the book of Job; without admiring the 
profound knowledge, the ſtrong faith, and the 
enlightencd piety of the friends of God? Read 
attentively, for inſtance, Job xxx1: Gen. xviii. 
With ſimilar paſſages; and then compare them 
with the fables of the Gods and Heroes of Ho- 
MER, or of other Heathen authors; by whom 
ſome are inclined to improve our {kill in che in- 
terpretation of ſcripture, and in critical learning. 
I write not againſt thoſe who have, in our days, 
with directly evil intentions reviled the moſt noble 
piety of Abraham, or the religion of others: but 
EE lien 


= 
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I advert rather to ſuch as are more moderate; 
and, though they differ from us, do yet eſteem 
the ſacred writings. 
That, in the Old Teſtament, a ſaving light, and 

a powerful deliverance, by an illuſtrious Perſon 
from Abraham's, from Jacob's, from David's line, 
were predicted, and became the ground of com- 
fortable expeQation ; cannot be dented by care- 
ful inquirers, and has been often demonſtrated. 
Some predictions are clear; while many other 
paſſages, applied to Chriſt, are either more doubt- 
ful, or, being leſs evident of themſelves, are 
capable of being eſtabliſhed only on the founda- 
tion of the former.—In the fulneſs of time, the 
expeCtation of the Meſſiah, the Chriſt, the Anoint- 
ed of God, was, by way of excellence, an ac- 
knowledged doctrine among the Jews“: not con- 
trived in Babylon, or in the ſchools of the Jews, 
but found in the old prophetical ſcriptures'. It 
was generally known even to the Samaritans, 
who followed neither the Jewiſh Rabbies, nor 
the later prophets : who allo expected, in the 
Meſſiah, not only a deliverer from the Roman 
yoke ; but one who was to explain and eſtabliſh 
the true religion, and who was to be the Saviour 
of the world k. 


b Luke i ii. 10, 11, 26, 38. Joh. i. 42. . 27. Mart. ii. 46. 
i Luke i. 6775 Joh. i. 46. vii. 42. 
* Joh, iv. 25, 29, 42. 
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All doubt, with regard to Chriſt's being the 
ſpirit of ancient prophecy, is entirely removed 
by his own doctrine, and that of his apoſtles. We 
do not deny that many expreſſions of the Old 
Teſtament, are applied to quite different things 
in the New. The Revelation of John is full of 
ſuch inſtances. This occaſions inquiry, and va- 
rious opinions, concerning a number of places. 


Nevertheleſs, Chriſt and the apoſtles evince in 


the cleareſt manner, that Moſes and the prophets 
had preditted the Meſſiah, as alſo his ſufferings 


and glory!. The Saviour himſelf has ſhown it 


on ſeveral occafions®; and likewiſe the apoſtles v. 


Nor were they afraid to reſt their whole doctrine 


on this point .- According to their moſt re ſpett- 


able affirmation, Abraham ſaw the day of Chrifl, 


and was glad v. Prophets, righteous men, and kings, 


 defired to ſee ita. The ancient ſaints, from the 
days of Abel, lived in expeQation of ſalvation; 


and, when dead, obtained it, by faith in the 


 promiſes*.» The go/pet was alſo then preached: 


by which ſome entered into the reft of God's peo- 


1 Matt. ad 24. Acts iii. 18—26. vii. 52. X. 43. XXvi. 
WES | 22, 2g. XXVIIL. 23. 1 Pet. i. 10—1 2. 
m Matt. xxi. 42. Luke iv. 17—22. xxiv. 27, 44, 45. 


Akts ii. 16—35. viii. 32—35 . A Matt, xili. 16, 17. 1 Pet. i. 
Joh. v. 39, 46. Acts xxvi. 27. 10—12. Luke x. 24. 
Joh. viii. 56. . Heb. xi. 


ple; 


| 0 Acts ii. 30, 31. 1 Pet. i. 
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ple; and others could not, becauſe of unbelief*.— 
They alſo expreſsly teach us, that David and 


other prophets fully underſtood what was ſug- 


geſted to them in their predictions . Thoſe pro- 
miſes, therefore, might be propagated by word 


of mouth; and then collected, and preſerved in 


the ſchools*. It is, therefore, an erroneous 


doctrine to maintain, in oppoſition to Chriſt ; 


That not one prophecy, being well conſidered, 


obliges us to refer it to him; and carefully to in- 


quire, whence the expeQation of a Meſſiah aroſe. 


Thoſe promiſes were confirmed by, and ſub- 
ſiſted in, a remarkable connection with God's 
peculiar government of Abraham's houſe, and 


particularly of Iſrael, For what purpoſe were 


thoſe political laws enacted, according to which 


that people were obliged to live ſo ſequeſtered, 


and confined to the inheritance of Canaan ;— 
laws by which all ſtrangers were ſo ſtrongly pro- 
hibited from acquiring any permanent poſſeſſion 
among them; by which the diſtinction of tribes 


and families was preſerved; while, from time to 


time, new prophets aroſe, and old prophecies 
were fulfilled ? The anſwer is eaſy, if this was 


_ neceſſary to prepare the way for, and to keep up 


a lively confidence in, the accompliſhment of a 
* Heb. iii, 7. iv. 1 1. „Acts ili. 2 4. compare 1 Sam. 

xix. 20. OE. 
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capital promiſe reſpecting the Deliverer to ariſe 


out of Jacob ; who was to be known by the cir- 


cumſtances of his coming; and was to remove 
that wall of ſeparation between Jews. and Hea- 


thens, who were all to be bleſſed in the ſeed of 


Abraham. What utility, or wiſdom, was there 
in the Old Teſtament ceremonies, if all prefigu- 
ration and emblematical repreſentation of a true 
and perfect atonement be taken from them? 
Were they inſtituted to make people believe, that 


God would be reconciled by the blood of bulls 
and of goats? Was it to make them reſemble, 


and to mingle with the Egyptians, or other Hea- 
then nations, from whom they were ſo miracu- 
louſly ſeparated, and whom they were ſo ſtrictly 
forbidden to imitate in their worſhip, or to have 
any intercourſe with them? It was not, ſurely, 
to load with uſeleſs burdens and expences, that 
very people who had received ſuch particular 
marks of the divine favour; nor from caprice, 


without any important view. Is it ſuitable to 


ſupreme wiſdom and goodnels, to add ſuch ſevere 
puniſhments to arbitrary and unprofitable pre- 
ſcriptions ? Is it conſiſtent with the dignity of 
God's government, to burden his favourite peo- 
ple, on pain of baniſhment and of death, with. 
ſuch alaborious, but unmeaning ſervice? To what 
difficulties ſhould we not be reduced, were we 


to deny that only worthy intention, which, is. ſo 


Laine 
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expreſsly confirmed to us in the New Teſtament? 
There we are taught, that in the Jewiſh ceremo: 
nies there was a ſhadow of Ibings lo come, but the 
body is of: Chriſt'; a ſhadow: of good things to 
come, till the time of reformation ; when the Highs 
prieſt ſhould come for the redemption of the tranſgreſ- 
ions which were under the firſt Teſtament * : and 
that the change of that religion was not a chaſm 
in the ways of God, a repeal of the plan of the 
Lawgiver, which was formerly ufeleſs, which had 
no connection with the following, but the fulfil- 
ling, or perfecting, of the preceding. So that 
the old law was of uſe to the people of God, as 
a ſchool-maſter to bring them to Chriſt, and for the 
bringing in of a belter hope*.—In this view, how 
does every thing riſe in worth! How ſignificant 
are many ſayings and alluſions of the ancient be- 
lievers! What a connected whole, and what a re- 
ſpectable plan, do the ſeveral periods and families 
of God's church conſtitute ! With what compoſure 
may we leave to that acknowledged wiſdom of God 
the further circumſtances, with which it has limited 
the principal contents of the ceremonial law of 
Moſes; which leaves us at liberty to refle& upon 
it with moderation! How important our privi- 
lege, to know that it is fulfilled ; and to have a 
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Great High-pricft, that is paſſed into' the heats, 
there to appear in the preſence of God for us ? ) 
Hence the dottrine of our Lord's Divinity is 
variouſly confirmed. For, firſt, to no creature 
does ſuch honour belong, that, for a courſe of 


ages, the whole family of the church, the inſti- 


tution of God's worſhip, the privileges of God's 
covenant, the chain of God's declarations and 
promiſes, ſhould be invariably direQed to him, 


and terminate in him.—Secondly, the ancient 
ſervants of God regarded the expected Redeemer, 


as the object of thoſe promiſes for the ſake of 


which they confeſſed, that they were pilgrims and 
rangers on the earth. But what advantage or con- 


ſolation, what joyful expeCation, would they 


have had from his being announced to them before 


his actual appearance; or how would the burden 
of emblematical ceremonies have been compen- 
ſated; if he was to be a teacher only, or a king, 


for latter times; when, at his appearance, the 


inheritance of Canaan, and the privileges of 
their poſterity above the nations, were to ceaſe ; 
if they had not been warranted to conſider their 
own ſalvation as founded on the Meſſiah? To 
this no anſwer can be given, unleſs Chriſt be 
more than a mere creature; unleſs he was the 
Saviour of thoſe who, before his coming in the 
fleſh, had entered into reſt. It is only in the 


y Heb. iv. 14. ix. 24. OD 
| acknow- 
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acknowledgment of this, that there are ſenſe, 
ſpirit, and life, in the original promiſe, in Abra- 
ham's bleſſing, or in Jacob's and David's dying 
ſpeeches*.—Thirdly, in thoſe places of the Old 
Teſtament, where ſeveral predictions concerning 
the ſalvation of the world are, on good grounds, 
acknowledged; divines have found ſuch names, 
qualities, works, and honours aſcribed to him, as 
prove his divine greatneſs, and perfectly account 
for the ſtrong faith of the fathers. But the par- 
ticular citation of thoſe paſſages, the arranging 
of them, and the oppoſing of them to other inter- 
pretations, would require a larger treatiſe than is 
conſiſtent with our deſign. 8 

We muſt not, however, omit obſerving, that He 
whole ſaving coming in the fleſh, and ſpiritual 
deliverance, were predicted, actually exiſted in 
ancient times, and was then the object of the fa- 
ther's religious homage. It is alſo certain, that 
under the Theocracy, or the immediate govern- | 
ment of God, he was the Lox of Iſrael's greateſt . 
kings, and was confeſſed as ſuch in one of David's 
devout Pſalms *.—A variety of ſcripture paſſages 
ſhows, that in all the ſucceſſive ages of the Old 
Teſtament, from Abraham to Malachi, a divine 
Ambaſſador was known to the ancient church, 

: Gen, iii. 15. Xii. g. xlix. 2 Sam. xxili. 1-5. 
* Pſalm cx. 1. We find no reaſon to depart from the ex- 


plication, ſo ſignificant, and ſuited to the words, which is 


given of this place by the Saviour. (Matt, XXL. 43—45 ·) for 
that of fallible interpreters, 


| who 


f 
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who was inveſted with the higheſt perfection and 

authority, and was the protector of the people 
of God. That Angel of the Lord called to Abra- 
bam out:of heaven, und ſaid ; Now I know that thou 
feareſt God, ſeeing thou haſt not withbeld thine only 
ſon from me*. To Jacob he ſaid, I am the God of 
Bethel*. Jacob was redeemed by him from all 
evil, and prayed to him for a bleſſing upon his 
children©. He was tbe- Lord God, who ſaid 10 
Moſes, I am the God of Abraham, the God of Iſduc, 
and the God of Jacob: who alſo ſpoke to Moſes 
on Mount Sinai*. He was Iſrael's great con- 
duQor out of Egypt, and their mighty Saviour: 
concerning whom it was the expreſs command of 
God; Obey bis voice, and provoke him not, for he 
will not pardon your tranſgreſſions ; for my Name is 
in him . That Angel ſaid, I made you to go up 
out of Egypt, and bave brought you into the land 
which 1 fware unto your fathers; and I ſaid, I will 
never break my covenant With you", He is called 
the Angel of God's preſence, who ſaved Iſrael; the 
Lord, who was ſent from the Lord, and was 10 
dwell in Zion*; the Meſſenger of the covenant ; the © 
Lord, who was gi and was ſuddenly to come to 


Gen. xxii. 11, 12. | f Exod. xiv. 19. xxiii. 20. 

b Gen. xxxi. 11—13s s Exod. xxiii. 21. 

© Gen. xlviii. 15, 16. h ſudg. ii. 1-4. 

4 Exod. iii. 2.—14. Acts vii. i Ifai. Ixiii. 9. 
30—35. * Zech. ii. 8 10. compare 
Acts vil. 38. iii. 1—7. 


his 
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Bis temple ; and therefore was the Lord of God's 
temple i. The bare citation of theſe paſſages, 
and the mutual ſupport they give to one another, 
(not to mention others) totally remove the ex- 
ceptions which have been made againſt them. 


The laſt of theſe texts, ind other reaſons, ſhow, 


that the uncreated Angel is Chriſt, who thus 


made himſelf known of old, as Ifrael's Deliverer. 


This, too, gives us a key to various paſlages, 
which would, otherwiſe, have no proper ſignifi- 
cation. It ſhows us how Moles efteemed the re- 
proach of Chriſt, greater riches than the treaſures of 
Egypt"; how the voice of Chriſt ben ſhook the 
earth; how Chriſt was the builder and Lord, not 
firſt of the goſpel church, by his coming in the 
fleſh; but of the whole horſe of God, in which 
Moſes was formerly a ſervant ®; how the perverſe 
| Ifraclites, notwithſtanding the above warning, 


not to provoke the Angel of the Lord?, ſempted 


Chriſt in the wilderneſs; and lo on. 


To 
I Mal. iii. 1. mn Heb. xi. 26. 
» Heb. xii. 25, $6. Compare Exod. xix. 16—18. Acts vii, 38, 
* Heb. iii. g—5. P Exod. xxl. 4. 


a 1 Cor. x. 9. Compare Numb. xxi. 5, 6. Heb. iii. 7—9. 
Compare Pſa. xcv. 7—9g. The reading 7 ypiro» (1 Cor. x. 9.) 
is juſt. Beſides other proofs, the citation of IXEN Aus, which 
is both fimple and ſuited to the connection, is of much more 
weight, than the inconſiſtent information of Exieganivs ; 
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To theſe we might add ſome other proofs, by 
which divines have eſtabliſned, from the Old 
Teſtament, a plurality of Perſons in the God- 
head. Among theſe, ſome appear to me, at leaſt, 
to admit no other tolerable ſenſe; and, when 
compared with the forementioned reaſons, ſeem 
to confirm our demonſtration. It is therefore 
ſurpriſing that any divines, who are convinced of 
the doctrine of the Holy Trinity from the New 


Teſtament, ſhould declare they can find no trace 
of it in the Old. ; 


8 ECT: XV. 


THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST, THE POWER OF 
THE GOSPEL. 


WWI have already produced a great number 

of texts, which appear, each by itſelf, 
and ſtill more ſtrongly when united, to confute 
the opinion of Soctnus; many of which ſeem 
allo to overturn that of Ar1vus, and of thoſe 
who follow him, whether more nearly or at a 


concerning whoſe account of the matter, ſo much has been ſaid. 
Conſider, further, the import of verſe the fourth ; The rack, 
of which Iſrael drank, avas Chrif. 


diſtance ; 
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diſtance ;—paſſages, therefore, which demand our 
belief in the true Divinity of Jeſus. To deprive 
thoſe ſcriptures of the proofs which they con- 
tain, what forced interpretations have often been 
put upon them; and what far-fetched objections 
have been made to them! What aſliſtance has 
been borrowed from every art and ſcience to 
avoid, with any decent appearance, explica- 
tions that are moſt clear, and ſupported by the 
criticiſms of learned men! How eagerly is an 
objection, or an unuſual interpretation, of any 
diſtinguiſhed writer againſt one or more of thoſe 


proofs, embraced! But, however numerous the 


paſſages are, from which the Divinity of the Sa- 
viour cannot be ſufficiently demonſtrated; yet, 


from the acknowledgment of this dotrine, what 


ſuperior energy, and what an exalted ſenſe, quite 
ſuited to the doctrine of ſalvation, do they re- 
ceive; while, by the oppoſite opinion, they become 
both feeble and obſcure! For inſtance ; To have 
the Son, and to have life in him; to abide in him* ;; 


to ſtand. faft in the Lord *; to be ſtrong in the grace 


that is in Chriſt Feſus* ; the fruits of righteouſneſs 
which are by Jeſus Chriſt*; to thank God through 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord“. No man knoweth the Son, 
but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, 


r 1 Joh. v. 11, 12. 2 Tim. ii. 1. 
* 1 Joh. ii. 6, 28. . 
1 Theſſ. iii. 8, „Rom. vii. 25. 
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ſave the Son, and be to whomſoever the Son will re- 
veal him . > oe 
We do not wiſh to force on the word of God 
any conſtruQtion ſuited to our taſte, which is not 
either demonſtrable in itſelf, or confirmed by 
parallel places : for that would not be a ſafe foun- 
dation, on which to build our religion and our 
hopes. But, when any mode of interpretation 
weakens, obſcures, and deſtroys thoſe things in 
the word of God, which the ſacred writers ex- 
preſsly declare are not only to be found in it, but 
conſtitute the power and excellence of the goſ- 
pel ; then muſt ſuch mode of interpretation ſtand 
for nothing. This is preciſely the caſe with the 
denial of Chriſt's true Divinity, and with the in- 
terpretation of ſcripture agreeable to that opi- 
nion. 5 

The goſpel is highly eſteemed by the apoſtles 
for this reaſon, That its doctrine reſpeQing Chriſt 
is a myſtery, equally important and profound; 
which could be made known to men by no other 
ſource of information. John ſays, Ve bear wil- 
neſs, and ſhow unto you that Eternal Life which was 
with the Father, and was manifeſted to us *. Paul 
calls the goſpel the myſtery of Chriſt ?, which hath 
been bid from ages and generations, but now is made 
manifeſt to his ſaints; lo whom God would make 


v Matt. xi. 27. 1 Joh. i. 2. 7 Col. iv. go 


known 


* 
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known what is the riches of the glory of this myſtery 
among the Gentiles, which is Chriſt the hope of glory *. 
| The myſtery of God the Father, and of Chriſt ; in whom 
are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledpe *. 
We ſpeak wiſdom among them that are perfef?—the 
wiſdom of God in a myſtery, even the hidden wiſdom, 
which God ordained before the world unto our glory : 
Thich none of the princes of this world knew : for 
bad they known it, they would not bave crucified the 
Lord of glory. Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love him b. 

The apoſtle is elſewhere ſo full of this doctrine of 
| redemption, that he appears like one who thinks 
| he cannot boaſt too much of it * Now, if we 
apprehend the many proofs already adduced, ac- 
cording to the proper force of the expreſſions, 
and elucidated by the connection, and by ſimilar 
; phraſes; if we believe that the eternal Son of 
God became fleſh, that he made ſatisfaction for 
our ſins by his death, and thereby opened a way 
to ſalvation for Jews and Heathens; then, indeed, 
we find myſteries, as ſublime as they are full of 
grace; which, without revelation, could never 
have been conceived by the mind of man. Then 


2 Col. . 26—28. 2 Col. ii. 2, 3+ b 1 Cor. Us 6—9. 
6 Rom. 3 xvi. 25, 20, Eph. i i. 9, 10. iii. 8, 9. 


1 | we 
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we find ſufficient reaſon for all that ſolemn ap- 
paratus of preceding prophecies, emblematical 
ſhadows, the miſſion of a Teacher without fin, 
his ſupernatural birth, the appearances of angels, 
heavenly voices, miraculous cures, the raiſing of 
the dead, the convulſion and mourning of na- 
ture at his death, his reſurreCtion from the grave, 
his viſible e to heaven, the ſuddenly qua- 
lifying of illiterate fiſhermen to inſtrutt the world, 
and the like; all which were intended to excite a 
reverential belief of ſublime doftrines, of myſ- 
teries, which reaſon could not teach, and for 
: which the divine teſtimony ought to be undoubt- 
ed. But what unheard of myſtery is there in 
Jeſus Chriſt, if he be a mere creature, and his 
work only to inſtruQ in the moral duties, which 
were not wholly unknown to Jews and Heathens? 
Were we to have a Goſpel without myſteries ; 
were we to bring down Chriſtianity to alevel with 
what modern divines can find by their philoſo— 
phy ; it would no longer be that goſpel which 
Chriſt and his apoſtles taught. —Theſe men would 
exclude myſteries from the goſpel : and, indeed, 
if Chriſt be not really God, nor his incarnation 
and deep humiliation the proper' and worthy 
means of our redemption; there is very little of 
myſtery in the Ol je of our faith and religion: 
but, then, the evangelical do&rine itſelf would be 
an hyperbole, equally enigmatical and weak, and 
33 full 
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full of the moſt dangerous myſteries. 'Then 
would human reaſon, not be enlightened and 


aſſiſted by divine Revelation, but involved in 
new and great darkneſs. Then would it be ne- 


ceſſary to make Dictionaries in the languages of 


all nations, into which the holy ſcriptures are 
tranſlated, in order to give the plaineſt terms an 
unuſual turn.—How unhappy, then, ſhould we 
all be! We might rationally ſuppoſe, indeed, 
that the infinite perfection and counſel of God 


were all-ſufficient for our deliverance from the 


effedts of the fall: but, relying on God's own 
information in that matter; receiving his teſti- 
monies according to their obvious ſenſe, and at- 
tentively comparing them together, we are ſo far 
miſled, as to hope for deliverance from Jeſus, 
who had not obtained it, and who could not 
give it! bg 

The gracious forgiveneſs of our ſins which 


diſhonour God, is everywhere mentioned in 


ſcripture as abſolutely neceſſary to eternal ſalva- 
tion; and that without this we can have no in— 
tereſt in the divine favour*. With this are every- 
where connetted the authority of God and his 
laws; the conſtant mention of his righteouſneſs 
and holineſs; all thoſe threatened puniſhments 
and judgments denounced and executed, in all 


® Pſa. XX Xii. 1, 2, &c. 
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ages, upon ſinful men and nations; all that hum- 
ble ſupplication of the pious for grace; and all 
that exaltation of divine mercy in the forgiveneſs 
of tranſgreſhons. The Bible is ſull of thele : 
they are to be found, not only in the writings of 


the prophets, but alſo in thoſe of the Evange- 
liſts and Apoſtles. The faith of the goſpel a- 


Bliſbes the law ©. For Jeſus is revealed in it as a 


Saviour, who not only ipſtructs, but 7akes away 
ſin ; who is /et forth lo be a propiliation through 
faith in his blood, to declare God's righteouſneſs for 
| the remiſſion of ſins *. That this is a principal 


part of the doQrine of redemption, we have be- 
fore ſhown. Now, deprive Chriſt of that high 
dignity without which the ſufferings he under- 
went, and the curſe he endured, are not ſuffici- 
ent to make ſatisfaction for all thoſe who are 


deſirous of ſalvation; deny alſo the juſtice of 


God, which inſiſts on puniſhment ; and, to main- 


tain this ſcheme, add, that Cod by his laws ex- 


erciles no authority demanding obedience, but 
goodneſs only, which aims at happineſs ; and then 
we have no need of any thing elſe in order to 
find the way of life, except it be to follow more 
cloſely his uſeful counſels. Thus we behold 
thole very things, either ſet aſide, or totally 
eraſed, which are the principal ſubjetts of the 


Rom. iii. 31. Joh. i. 29. Rom. iii. 25. 


Bible; 


the Power of the Goſpel. 121. 


Bible; and, on account of which, the interven- 
tion of the Saviour of the world 1 is moſt highly 
celebrated ! | 
None will deny, that the miſſion of the Son of 
God into the world is frequently celebrated as 
the greateſt effect, and moſt convincing demon- 
ſtration, of the love and mercy of God to ſinners. 
God fo loved the world, ſays Jeſus himſelf, that he 
fent his only begollen Son, that whoſoever beliedelb in 
him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life*. In 
this was manifeſted the love of God towards us, be- 
cauſe that God ſent his only begotten Son into the 
world, io be the propitiation for our ſins". Afler 
that the kindneſs and love of God our Saviour toward 
man appeared, not by works of righteouſneſs which 
we have done, but according to his mercy he ſaved 
us, He that ſpared not his own Son, but delivered 
bim up for us all, how ſhall he not with him alſo 
Freely give us all things * ? But is this intelligible, 
does it not, at leaſt, loſe its greateſt emphaſis, 
and moſt ſublime meaning, if the opinion againſt 
which we militate be true? According to that 
hypotheſis, the propitiation for our ſins, is not by 
the ſubſtitution of one in the room of another; 
it is not an equivalent ſatisfaction, but only a for- 
giveneſs of ſins : which God might have beſtowed 
on us without Chriſt and his merits, as it is ſup- 
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poſed by many he will do on all good Heathens. 
When any one makes his ſon ſubmit to a ſe- 
vere taſk for our benefit, it muſt lay us under 
great obligations. The obligations, however, are 
much leſs, if that taſk was unneceſſary ; he being 
able to relieve us without ſuch a ſacrifice The 
love of God is alfonot ſuch an aſtoniſhing exerciſe 


of goodneſs towards men, as towards Chriſt. For, 


according to that opinion, God did not fend, or 


give to us, him who was his own Son; but, by 


a ſolemn miſſion, he has exalted a mere man to- 
the dignity of the Son of God; and has given to 
him, who was like us in all things, except fin, a 
name above all creatures. Now, as we might 
have obtained everlaſting life without Chriſt, his 


humiliation and comparatively ſhort ſufferings 


were the way preſcribed to him, by which to ar- 
rive at the higheſt glory and dominion. 
We lament, further, that the Socinian ſcheme 


is highly derogatory to the love of the Saviour 


toward unworthy men; which love 1s frequently 


celebrated in the ſame manner as that of the Fa- 


ther. The joyful language of the ſaints is; Hereby 
perceive we the love of God, becauſe be laid down 
bis life for us'. Chriſt loved the church, and gave 
himſelf for uu. In his love are a breadth and 
length, and depth and height ; and an excellence 


1 Joh. . 8. Job, xy. 1 
w Eph. v. 25. Gal. ii. 20. Tit. ii. 14. 


hich 
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which paſſeth knowledge v. Unto Him that loved us, 

and waſhed us from our ſins in his own blood, and hath 
made us kings and prieſts unto God and his Father 
to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever! 
Amen ». Now though, when the Divinity of 


Chriſt is not acknowledged, his inclination to 


obey his Father's command, in order to fave his 
_ fellows, is always commendable; yet, it is clear 


as the meridian ſun, that the everlaſting praiſe 


aſcribed to the inconceivable love of Jeſus, is 
held forth to much more advantage by our doc- 
trine, which maintains, That God the Son volun- 
tarily united himſelf to human nature, and in it 
underwent puniſhment in the ſtead of ſinners.— 
This unlimited celebration of Chriſt's love being 
fo ſimilar to the forementioned exaltation of the 
Father's love, it cannot belong to a mere crea- 
ture. ls Chriſt a mere creature? then is he bound 


to love and duty by the command of God, and 


by the commiſſion which he gave him; but he 


has nothing of that unconſtrained, voluntary, and 


original love, which is ſuppoſed in that high 
praiſe. In his love we may acknowledge a com- 


mendable fidelity, but no grace ; Which, as it is 


often aſcribed to Chriſt, 1s an exercile of ſupreme 


authority.—Beſides, the proofs and effects of 


his love would not excel thoſe of the apoſtles and 


_ = Eph, iii. 18, 19. » Rev. i. 5, 6. 


others, 
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others, who ſubmitted to a much longer and more 


difficult miniſtry, and to more laſting and more 


varied perſecutions and. martyrdom for the ad- 
vantage of the church; than is confiftent with 
Jeſus being eſteemed fo infinitely above them. 
For, when it is ſaid, that Jeſus waſhed us from 
our fins in his own blood, and made us kings and 
priefls unto God ; it is not, according to that opi- 
nion, ſtrictly true. For theſe are not effects of 
bis bloody ſufferings, but of his doarine, con- 
firmed by his blood. And, then, how is the 
Prince of ſalvation degraded to a level with his 
apoſtles, and with ſo many heralds of the goſpel, 
who were faithful to the death! Eſpecially, if we 
add, that the duties enjoined upon him by God 
were urged and enforced by a much greater re- 
ward, than the Deity had ever beſtowed on any 
of his ambaſſadors ; and that he knew his miniſtry 
was the way to his ſwaying the ſceptre over all 
who ſhould believe in, and follow him; to his 
reigning at God's right hand over the living and 


"the deed, friends and enemies; to his receiving 


eternal thanks for a ſalvation, which his abilities, 
or perſonal worth, could never have effeted.— 
How inconcluſively would Paul have reaſoned 
thus; Ye know the grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
that though he was rich, yet for your ſakes be became 
poor, Ibat ye, through bis poverty, might be rich v. 


P 2 Cor. vii. 9. 


He 
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He might only have ſaid; Ye know the faithful- 
neſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and that he was Poor, 
that by his poverty he himſelf ao an become rich, and 
alſo help us to riches. 

The goſpel is a meſſage of great joy, a doc- 
trine of unſearchable and everlaſting conſolation, 
greatly ſuperior to the leſs perfect revelation of 
God's compaſſion and friendſhip in ancient times: 
and all that holy joy muſt be in Chriſt Jeſus 3. 
Now, all this is clear, great, exalted, and well- 
founded, if Chriſt be the true God: whereas, all 
is feeble and defective, if he have not the ability, 
if he have not the ſupreme good, from whence 
our chief happineſs can ariſe. We cannot any 
longer boaſt ; He who ſpared not his own Son, will 
he not with him alſo freely give us all things"? For 
the force of thoſe expreſſions conſiſts in this; That 
he who gave the greater, will not withhold the 
leſs. Let us try by which doctrine the moſt em- 
phatical ſenſe 1s to be found in the following ex- 

preſſions, which are fo full of joy and comfort. 
Mie have peace with God through our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, We have an advocate with the Father, Feſus 
Chriſt the righteous and he is the propitiation for 
our ſins. There is, therefore, now no condemnation 
to them that are in Chrift Feſus. O wretched man 


« Luke ii. 10, 11. Phil. ii. 4. 2: Thefl. ; 1.16, 17, 1 Pet. i. 8. 
| Gal. v. 1. 
'* Rom. viii. 32. 


that 
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that I am, who ſhall deliver me? I thank God, 
through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. The fling of death 
is ſin, and the ſflirength of ſin is the law. But thanks 
e 10 God, who bath given us the victory through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. —How great an honour, and 

what a ſalvation, to be Chriſt's people, his ſheep, 
his members, his bride; if he be truly God! But, 
| ſuppoſing the reverſe, how diſtreſſing to Moſes, 
how humiliating to Iſrael, was the threatening, 
that [ehovah, who had delivered and conducted 
the people ſo far, by the Angel of his preſence *; 
ſhould, as a puniſhment for their attachment to 
idolatry, give them up to an inferior angel, with— 
out his Preſence going with them *! But would 
not Chriſtians now come into ſuch a ſituation ? 
To that ancient church it was ſaid ; Thy Maker ts 
thy buſband * Would it not, then, be a great 
loſs, a dreadful hunnliaiion, if we were now the 
property, if the whole Chriſtian church were the 
| bride, of a teacher highly qualified, indeed, but 
yet a mere creature? After the accompliſhment 
of the promiſes, are all the people of God in this 
family of freedom, and under lo glorious a mi- 
niſtry, now, more than Jacob's poſterity formerly, 


* Exod. Xvili. 20, 21. t Exod. xxXlii. 1—1 5. 

* Tſai. liv. 5. This conſolation belongs ſtrictly to the new 
family of the church: and it is ſpoken in the plural number, 

Hour MAKERS, 


ſubjected 


ihe *Power of the Gi/pel. 127 


ſubjeQted to a merely human guardian and pro- 
tector, or to ſome middle being“? 

The chriſtian doctrine is not leſs excellent, 
with reſped to moral duties. We are daily told, 
that eſtabliſhed doctrines, raviſning contempla- 
tions, and profound myſteries, are not ſo eſſential 
to religion, as a holy and thankful life, an en- 
deavour after our true happineſs, integrity and 

humiliiy in our converſation, the exerciſe of be- 
nevolence, and the like. Theſe duties ſtand alſo 
very high in our eſtimation. We acknowledge, 
that ſanctification is a principal part of the deli- 
verance from our apoſtacy, and that it is the 
intention of reconciliation through Chriſt: who, 
far from being Ihe miniſter of ſin", gave himſelf for 
us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works . But how greatly would this intention 
be injured, how much would the advancement of 
moral good be defeated, were we to exclude from 
the goſpel thoſe motives which are moſt power- 
ful and affecting, and beſt adapted to enforce the 
exerciſe of important duties! The dottrines 
being denied, from which the goſpel poſitively, 
and more forcibly than any other ſyſtem of mo- 


See Gal. ir. 1—7. v. 1. Heb. ii, 5. 2 Cor. ii. 7—11. 
„Gal. ii. 17. | 
* Tit, ii. 14. 1 Cor. i. 30. 
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rals, derives all fincere endeavours to be virtu- 


ous, thoſe motives muſt entirely fail.— John's 


Epiſtles are particularly celebrated, becauſe they 
ſo ſtrongly recommend love, and pure morals. 


But, then, is it not evident, that he always con- 


nets thoſe duties, as he does the whole of our 
ſalvation, with the forgiveneſs of ſins, through 
the reconciliation effected by the Son of God? 
Let our high eſteem of the Saviour be tried by 
this touchſtone. According as his true Divinity, 
and the expiatory virtue of his ſufferings, are 


acknowledged or denied; will be the ſtrength. 


and emphaſis, or the feebleneſs and coldneſs, of 
the many and various exhortations urged in ſerip- 
ture, reſpetting the grace of God in the croſs 
of his Son! For example, in exhortations to a 
pious life : Paſs the time of your ſojourning here in 
fear ; foraſmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed 
with corruptible things, as ſilver and gold, from your 
vain conver/ation ; but with the precious blood of 
Chriſft*. Who his own ſelf bare our ſins in his own 
body on the tree, that we being dead to fin ſhould live 
unto righizouſneſs'.—To love God: Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that be loved us, and ſent 
bis Son to be the propitiation for our fins. We love 
him, becauſe be firſt loved us *.—To glorify God: 


x 1 Pet. i. 17—19. Y 1 Pet, it, 24. * 1 Joh. iv. 10, 19. 


Ye 
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e are bought with a price; therefore glorify God in 
your body, and in your Spirit, which are God's *.— 
| To gratitude to Chriſt: The love of Chriſt conſtrain- 
eth us, becauſe we thus judge, that if one died for 
all, then were all dead; and that he died for all, 
that they which live ſhould not henceforth live unto 
themſelves, but unto him which died for them and 
roſe again*, To avoid irregularities: Many walk, 
of whom I have told you often, that they are enemies of 
the croſs of Chriſt'.— To the love of our neighbours: 
Walk in love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, and hath 
given himſelf for us an offering and a ſacrifice to God 
for a fweet ſmelling ſavour . To liberality : Ye 
know the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though 
he was rich, yet for our ſakes he became poor. To 
humility : Let this mind be in you which was alſo in 
Chriſt Feſus ; who, being in the form of God, thought 
it not robbery io be equal with God, and took upon him 
the form of a ſervant, &c. *.—To faithfulneſs in 
the goſpel miniſtry: Take heed to feed the church 
* of God, which he hath purchaſed with his own blood i. 
Jo ſubjettion to human regulations: Fear God: 
honour the king. Servants, be ſubject lo your maſters 
with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but alſo 
o the froward : for if, when ye do well and ſuffer | 


1 Cor. vi. 20. «3 or. Vii. Qs 
> 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. f Phil. ii. 5—8. 
e Phil. iii. 18. | s Acts xx. 26, 


4 Eph. V. 2. 1 Joh. ll. 16, 
K for 
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or it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with 
God. For even hereunto ye were called ; becauſe 
Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us *:—and ſo on. 

It YL We have mentioned ſeveral doctrines, which 
| the goſpel uſually ſhows to be of great import- 
ance ; but which, without the acknowledgment 
of Chriſt's Divinity, loſe their force. There are 
alſo particular ſcripture phraſes, which would 
have no meaning without the ſuppoſition of this 
truth. For the ſake of brevity, we ſhall produce 
only the following inftances. The apoſtle John 
gives a mark of the true goſpel doctrine, in order 
to diſtinguiſh tbe ſpirits, which are of God, from 
many falſe prophets ; the Spirit of truth, from the 
ſpirit of error ; the Spirit of God, from the ſpirit of 
== Antichriſt. What is that mark? We have an in- 
tereſt in being acquainted with it; and it is con- 
nected with our ſubjett. Every ſpirit, ſays he, 
that confeſſeth that Feſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh, 
is of God', Thus we are plainly inſtructed, not 
reſpetting any doarine of philoſophy cleared up 
by Jeſus; but with regard to a juſt apprehenſion 
concerning the Perſon and life of Chriſt. Now, 
did this conſiſt in the acknowledgment that he 
was a man, and born as a man? Without doubt, 
this is implied in what is here ſaid; this is a ne- 
ceſſary link in the golden chain of ſalvation ; and 
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— 


is to be found everywhere in the goſpel. But 
for this purpoſe he witneſs of God, and the faith 
which overcometh the world, (mentioned by John 
in this and the following Chapters) were not ne- 
ceſſary. All the Jews, and Pilate with his attend- 
ants, believed that. If the apoſtle meant here 
to oppoſe the abſurd and newly commenced error 
of the Docetæ (who, from a miſtaken reſpect for 
the Redeemer, or rather from a miſtaken notion 
about the impurity of the heavenly bodies, main- 
tained that he was born and died only in appear- 
ance); this was certainly not the only; nor the 
principal objett at which he aimed. If we con- 
ſider the ſcope of the whole Epiſtle, the ſenſe 
and force of that dottrine by which the ſpirits _ 
are to be tried, conſiſt in this; Firſt, that Jeſus 
was truly the Chriſt, the promiſed Meſſiah, to = 
whom the prophets looked, and whom the fathers ; \ 
expeted. This the apoſtle aſſerts, (Chap. ii. 22.) = 
Who is a liar, but” be that demieth that Feſus is 
the Chriſt ? Secondly, that this Anointed of the 
Lord, this Hope of believers under the Old C 
Teſtament, exiſted long before; but had now ac. 
tually taken upon him our nature, and had come 
to live among men, in order to make our peace 
with God. We ſhall not preſumptuouſly impoſe 
our opinion on the apoſtle; but form it accord- 
ing to what he himſelf repeatedly ſays. I Ibis 
was manifeſted ' the love of Gol towards us, becauſe 
K 2 | that 
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that God ſent his only begotten Son into the world, 
that we might live through him —/ent him to be 
the propitiation for our ſins—ſent him to be the 
Saviour of the world x. It is not ſaid, that God 
cauſed Jeſus to be born, that he might be our 
teacher, and alſo the Son of God in virtue of 
his wonderful birth and miniſtry : but, that he, 
who was the Son of God, is /ent; not only to 


inſtruQ, but to ſave; particularly 10 be the propi- 


ziation for our fins. The apoſtle alſo makes our 
victory, our abiding in God, to depend on con- 
feſſing, not only that Jeſus is a ſon of man; but, 
eſpecially, that the ſame man Jeſus is 7he Son of 


God; and that he is the Jeſus Chrift that is come. 


— That this is the ſenſe of John's doctrine, (which 


tries the ſpirits) appears alſo from a compariſon 
of other parts of his writings. The Life was ma- 


nifefled, and we have ſeen it, and bear witneſs, and 


ſhow unto you that Eternal Life, which was with the 


Father, and was manifeſted to us n. In the begin- 
ning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 


the Word was God. The Word was made fleſh, and 
out of his fulneſs have we received grace for grace. 


— The meaning of thoſe expreſſions, in our text, 
To come in the fleſh; is by the ſame author elſe- 


where thus expreſſed : Coming from above; com- 
ing down from heaven where he was before v; coming 


* 1 Joh. iv. 9, 10, 14. n Joh. i. 1—18. 
1 1 Joh. iv. 16. v. 5, 6. * Joh. iii. gi. 


„1 Joh. i. 2. p Joh. iii. 13. vi. 38, 51, 62. 


From 
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from the Father ; and coming into the world*, —The 
deſign of John's writing confirms our interpreta- 
tion. For, in this Epiſtle, and alſo in his Goſpel, 
he particularly oppoſes thoſe who, even in histime, 
had too low thoughts of Chriſt; and who made 
God a liar, becauſe they did no believe that God had 
given to us eternal life, and that this life is in his 
Son. 


THE COMING OF CHRIST TO JUDGMENT. 


[TE proceed, with reverence, to the con- 
templation of that future and moſt ſplen- 
did diſplay of the glory of Chriſt, in which we 
have ſo ſolemn a concern. We muſt all appear 

before the judgment-ſeat of Chrift*. That Chriſt 
' ſhall one day judge all mankind, whether living 


or dead, is a matter of ſuch importance in the 
doctrine of ſalvation, that no ſooner did the 


apoſtles propoſe the goſpel to the Heathens *, than 
- they 


Joh. xvi. 28. xiii. 3. 1 Joh. v. 10—1g. 
| Rom. xiv. 10. 2 Cor. v. 10. 

Jo the Heathens, That the apoſtles, from prudence, ac- 
commodated themſelves, when among the Jews, to their doc- 
trines, is already carried ſo far by ſome very learned divines, 
that they are for excluding from the true and pure doctrine of 
> Jeſus 
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they made mention of it; and of its certainty. 
See inſtances of this, Acts x. 42. xxiv. 24, 25. 


. Jeſus whatever was received in the ſchools of the Jews, (per- 


haps from among the Egyptians and Chaldeans :) and this muſt 


alſo include the end of the world, the reſurrection of the dead, 


and the general judgment.” Now, according to this rule, we 
muſt alſo ſet aſide the doctrine of the immortality of the ſoul ; 


at leaſt, that of the coming of a once promiſed Meſſiah, &c. 
But if ſo, what will remain ? Indeed, this laſt point is allowed 


without diſguiſe, by the learned divine whom I have in my 
eye: who alſo declares, that he is not convinced of a ſuperna- 
tural influence in the apoſtles ; and ſuppoſes, that the apoſtles 
did not agree fully with Chriſt, reſpecting the nature of his 
kingdom. But were theſe things admitted the divine authority 
of their writings would fall to the ground ; which this Gen- 
tleman makes to conſiſt merely in the purity of their moral 
doctrine.— Now, is there not reaſon to fear, that ſuch learned 
men meaſure the ſincerity. of Jeſus and of his apoſtles, by their 


own; to which they appeal, and which is the tribute they pay 
for teaching and defending Chriſtianity, only with a view to 


attack it ? How much better would it be to maintain, that 


| whatever Jeſus and his apoſtles ſaid, as agreeing with the doc. 


trine of the Jews; whatever they not barely mentioned by way 
of alluſion, but poſitively aſſerted, variouſly repeated and con- 
firmed; was thereby ſeparated and purified from the frivolous 
traditions, againſt which they ſo often, and ſo ſeverely inveighed! 
How little the ambaſſadors of Chriſt would yield, even in ſmaller 


matters, to Jewiſh opinions, fee Gal. ii. 9—14, &. How 


much contempt and perſecution might they, otherwiſe, have 


avoided, At leaſt they could not render themſelves acceptable 
to the Heathens, in their diſcourſes or Epiſtles, by any doc- 


trines of the Jews; nor by thoſe of the reſurrection and the 
general judgment ; as Paul experienced with regard to Felix. 


Xxvii. 


to Judgment. C2. 135 


xvii. 31. * This awful truth inſpires ſeriouſneſs; 
and at the ſame time ſtrongly proves We true Di- 
vinity of Jeſus. 

In favour of this we are much prepoſſeſſed, by 
the repreſentation which is given of the mighty 


preparation, of the magnificent attendance, and 


of the Majeſty, overawing all nature, with which 
the Son of man ſhall come to judgment; and 
which, on this account, is called his glorious ap- 
pearance *: an appearance, of which he himſelf, 


and his apoſtles, give ſo many bold and fignifi- 


* A certain expoſitor underſtands here, by God's jadging the 
world, the enlightening of mankind by the doctrine of Chriſt 
ſuch an illumination as ſhall be triumphant, and condemn all 
idolatrous and impious principles of the nations. To favour 
this view, Matt. xix. 28. 1 Cor. vi. 2. are produced, But 


could Paul's hearers underſtand the words in ſuch a ſenſe, 
which elſewhere is intelligible by the circumſtances only? There 


is not a word ſaid of a condemning doctrine, but of God's judgment 
by a perſon; a man—a man, no more living or teaching on 
earth; but whoſe perſonal arranging of things, and lawful au- 
thority to judge, were confirmed to all by his reſurrection from the 
dead. There is no iaſtructing or refuting judgment announced, 
but a righteous judgment; and it is limited to a certain period, 


an appointed day, The above ſcriptures, and many others, 


which ſpeak of Chriſt's coming again, and of the judgment, 
confirm the certainty of the uſual and only conſiſtent inter 


pretation of the words.—Hence we may ſee the conſequence of 


any one exerciſing his ingenuity in giving to a ſingle text, relat · 
ing to revealed doctrine, an arbitrary meaning; without pro- 


perly conſulting a number of ſimilar expreſſions, or parallel 


places, 
t Tit. ii. 1%. 2 Pet. iy. 13. 
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cant repreſentations , either proper or emble- 

matical. It alſo deſerves particular notice, that 

this appearance will infinitely tranſcend the luſtre 

F olf divine appearances to the patriarchs, in Solo- 

| mon's conſecrated temple, or even at the giving 

of the law, and the inſtitution of the us 
on mount Sinai. 

But the Divinity of Chriſt appears more evi- 
dently from the authority with which he, as uni- 
verſal Judge, is inveſted. That God the Father 

- hath committed to him all judgment, and that he 
vill judge the world 2) his Son; muſt not be 
conſidered by us, as if Chriſt were not poſſeſſed 
of ſupreme Majeſty. Earthly magiſtrates appoint 
ſubordinate judges and tribunals, becauſe they 
are not of themſelves competent to examine and 
judge every ching relating to the ſafety and hap- 
pineſs of their people. But will not the Deity 
adminiſter juſtice himſelf? Will the Lawgiver, 
under whoſe juriſdiftion we live, put the deter- 
mination of the future ſtate of his reaſonable crea- 
tures, the everlaſting puniſhment and eternal life of 
all mankind, into the hands of a mere creature 
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tt Matt. xxv. 31—4. 1 Theſſ. iv. 16, 17. 2 Theſſ. i. 710. 
Jude v. 14. 2 Pet. iii. 7—1 ge Matt, XXIV. 29—31. may alſo 
be compared. | 
Rom. ii. 16. Acts xvii, 1. Matt. xxv. 34, 41, 4. 


and 
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and that, alſo, without an appeal to God's own 
judgment? God cannot give that high honour to 
any ſtranger. If we would know why God, who 
has no need of any other judge, has committed all 


Judgment to the Son; Jeſus himſelf ſhows us the 


intention was, that all men-ſhould honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father v. 

Let us further attend to what God ſays on this 
ſubject. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall judge the quick 
and the dead, at his appearing and his kingdom *: 
which implies, that he is at once both judge and 
king; as we have already ſeen. Then fhall he ſit 
upon the throne of his glory”. He ſhall ſend forth 


bis angels, and they ſhall gather out of his kingdom all 


things that offend, and them which do iniquity *, The 
King ſhall a& in his own affairs, the affairs of 
his honour and authority ; according as men ſhall 
have conducted themſelves towards him, any 
man love not the Lord Feſus Chriſt, let him be Ana- 
thema, Maranatha *. See this explained more 
clearly, and at greater length, though in figura- 
tive language, by our Saviour himſelf *®. With 
which his particular, but ſupreme deciſions in 
time, may alſo be compared“. 


w Joh. v. 22, 23. a 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 

* 2 Tim. iv. 1. V Matt. xxv. 34—45. Luke 
y Matt. xxv. 31. xix. 1227, 

Matt. xiii. 40—42. Matt. iii. 12. Rev. ii. 23. 
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The Lord Jeſus is celebrated as 7he righteous 
judge. This quality is the more neceſſary in a 


judge, in proportion to the extent of his juriſdic- 


tion, and to the ſtability of his decifions. Abra- 
ham's juſt obſervation is applicable here; Shall 


not the Judge of all the earth do right©? But is the 


righteouſneſs of the moſt exalted creature (who 


at beſt is fallible) ſo perfect and Ready, that he 


ſhould be intruſted with the execution of God's 


Juſtice, the general, the laſt, the irreverſible judg- 


ment? | 
It ought alſo to be obſerved, that mercy and 
wrath are attributed to that great Judge. He 
who atts as a ſubordinate judge, without an un- 
derived and original authority, has no power to 
forbear exatting the moſt rigorous juſtice, or to 
ſhow compaſſion. But Paul prays that the Lord 


would grant unto Oneſiphorus, that he may find 
mercy of the Lord in that day *.—I1t is well known, 
that jealouſy, wrath, conſuming fire, and the like, 


are aſcribed to God in the higheſt degree, and 
with ail the force of Eaſtern imagery ; though 
his perfection is capable of no proper affettions 
or paſſions. But he is thus repreſented, in con- 
deſcenſion to the weakneſs of ſinful man, that we 
might be impreſſed with a ſenſe of his natural 


«2 Tim. iv. 8. 1 Joh, ii. 28, 29. 
bs Gen, xviii. 250 
i 2 Tim. i. 18. 
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and unchangeable abhorrence of moral evil; an 
abhorrence attended with ſuch dreadful conſe- 
quences, that we might be convinced of the cer- 
tainty of the puniſhment of fin. We know what 
endeavours are uſed to render the juſtice of 
God, which demands ſatisfaction for fin, doubt- 
ful. But how, then, can a merely created judge, 
(whoſe higheſt authority could not be original; 
againſt whom fin was not committed ; and who, 


while he was under obligation to love his neigh- 
bours, would have no inclination or ability to 
condemn and puniſh men, but what proceeded 


from his ſubjection to a higher authority); how, 
I ſay, can a merely created judge be repreſented 
as one, whoſe eyes are like a flame of fire® ; and as 


taking vengeance in flaming fire"? The great and 


the ſmall of the earth, at that ſolemn period, are 
deſcribed, as /aying to the mountains and rocks, fall 
on us, and hide us from the face of him that fitteth 
on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for 
the great day of his wrath is come, and who ſhall be 
able 10 fand? He is able therefore, 4 ſave and to 
deſtroy : but that is the prerogative of the one Law- 
giver l. [ 


Should any imagine, however, that we do not 


reaſon jultly, or that we conclude too much from 


£ Rev. it 18. i Rev. vi. 16, 17, 
2 Theſl, i. 8. James iv. 13. 
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figurative expreſſions ; let it be ſo conſidered. 


The Lord's true Divinity appears, notwithſtand- 


ing, from the infinite ability required to execute 


the general judgment. Our Judge is omni/cient ; 


and this removes all objections. We are aſſured, 
that he ſhall judge all nations; all individuals; 
the living and the dead ': and therefore, all who 
lived before his incarnation. (That the angels 
are alſo here concerned, we have already ſeen.) 
This judgment extends to every thing in the 
preſent life, that is done in the body, whether it be 
good or bad v. To words, and to whatever is done 
in /ecret ®. That is, not only to bodily actions 
performed in ſolitude and darkneſs ; but alſo to 
the motions of the mind; to the principles and 
diſpoſitions ; to the deſires, affections, and paſh- 
ons; as alſo to concealed deſigns, which are the 
true, though diſguiſed motives of human con- 
duct. It extends, doubtleſs, to whatever ought 
to be intended, thought on, or done. May we 
not add, to all that the dead ſhall have done, or 


neglefted, after death, when ſeparated from the 


body ?—Beſides all this, muſt not the Judge re- 


view, and be perfectly well acquainted with all 
the manifold relations and connections, whether 


| Matt. xxv. 32. Acts xvii. 1. x. 42. 2 Cor. v. 10. 
m 2 Cor. v. 10. 3 


„Matt. xii. 36. Jude v. 15. 


» Eccleſ, xii, 14. Rom. ii. 16. 1 Cor. iv. 5. 


natural, 
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natural, accidental, or voluntary; whether per- 
manent or changeable; in which every man ſhall 
have been placed, and by which our duties are 
fixed and preſcribed ? Muſt not the final Judge 
have a complete view of all the inſtructions and 
ſeductions; of all the manifold internal, or ex- 
ternal ſupports, and temptations ; together with 
all the conſequences which might at any time 
ariſe from what was negletted, or done, ſo far as 


they might and ought to have been foreſeen ; and 
in a word, of all circumſtances which increaſe, 


vor leſſen, moral good, or evil? No man doubts, 
who knows any thing of this matter, that upon 
'all theſe particulars, moral goodneſs, or depra- 
vity, depends: as alſo the degree and moral im- 


portance of all voluntary actions, and of their 


whole connection: and, conſequently, the paſſing 


of a right judgment on whatever is blameworthy 


in every one's life. Hence it is, that whether 
we puniſh the faults of our neighbours, or whe- 
ther we balance accounts with our own conſci- 
ences, we find it difficult to make a juſt eſtimate 
of even a few actions. But that ſupreme and 
deciſive judgment, to which human juſtice muſt 
ſo often leave ſecret abominations; to which ſo 


many good men mult leave their oppreſſions, var- 


niſhed over with an appearance of juſtice,, never 
can fail, or be miſtaken. That general judg- 
ment, which is to ſolve ſo many enigmas in the 

ways 
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ways of providence, cannot be ſuperficial, per- 
plexed, or uncertain. That divine wiſdom which, 
in the government of nature, dire&s every thing, 
from the heavenly luminaries to the ſmalleſt in- 
ſea, in juſt proportion, cannot leave the auguſt 
diſpoſals of the rational and moral world, deſti- 
tute of the ſtrifteſt equity. The Judge, then, 


before whom mankind are to appear, is omni- 
faent. 


The laſt judgment will alſo bear the evidences 
of his omnipotence. In the forecited paſlages, 
which mention this doarine, the irrefiſtible exe- 
cution of his final ſentence is alſo aſcribed to 
him. The Alpha and Omega, fall give unto 
every man as his work ſball be?. The angels, 
whoſe miniſtry ſhall be employed, are mighty an- 
gels *,—If any one ſtill doubts, let him ſeriouſly 
conſider the preparatory work ; which is ſar ſu- 
perior to all other miraculous operations, and to 
which the abilities of all the angels united are 
not equal. The work I mean is, THE RAISING 
or ALL THE DEAD; Which the great Prince of 
life ſo frequently afcribes to himſelf *. 


» Rev. xxii. 12,13, Compare Chap. ii. 23. Matt. xvi. 27. 
4 2 Theſl. i. 7. 


Joh. v. 21—29. vi. 39, * xi. 23—23. See alſo Philip. 
ill, 21. 1 Cor, xv. 24—26, 4g. 
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SECT. XVII. 


THE ADORATION OF CHRIST IS NOT 1D O- 
LAT RV. 


[DOLATRY is a fin of the firſt magnitude: 
becauſe, in the prattice of it, religion, and 
all the duties connedted with it, entirely miſs 
their object; are alienated from God, whoſe 
worſhip cannot be divided with any other; and 
are transferred to unqualified beings. The firſt 
command of the moral law of Moſes was againſt 


idolatry ; and, by the political law of Iſrael, that 
crime was puniſhed with death. Divine Reve- 
lation ſerved to correct this inclination to error 


in human reaſon. It is often mentioned as II- 
rael's greateſt privilege, that they were in that 
reſpect diſtinguiſhed above the Heathens. The 


heavieſt complaints which God ſo often made 
againſt that people; his ſevereſt threatenings, and 


moſt awful puniſhments, were directed againſt 
their ungrateful and rebellious revolt to 1dols. 
The new family of God's church, therefore, 
could not but have a ſtrong view of the ſinfulneſs 
of idolatry, in proportion to their clearer light. 
The promiſed and remarkable calling of the Gen- 
tile nations, chiefly aimed at the deſtrudtion of 
1dol-worſhip ; and the apoſtles began their mi- 
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niſtry among them with this particular'. Agree- 
ably to all which, the word of inſpiration cannot 
allow the leaſt religious honour to be given to 
any beſides the true God : much leſs can it exhi- 
bit a conſtant encouragement to ſuch a practice. 

But, how many things, ſupernatural and divine, 


are aſcribed to Chriſt! What properties, works, 


titles and honours! He is the conſtant object and 


matter of the preaching of ſalvation. Our ever- 
laſting happineſs is derived from him. Hence the 
moſt eminent examples of confidence in him, 


and of ſubjection to him. But theſe particulars 
have been already conſidered. —If, then, the Sa- 
viour were not the true God, ſuch an effeQtual 


_ encouragement to.idolatry never could have been 
given, by any religious ſyſtem of Pagan contri- 
vance. Then would the goſpel lay a ſufficient 
foundation for the moſt abominable ſuperſtition; 
by which, for the ſpace of eighteen centuries, far 


the greateſt part of the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
and among them the wiſeſt and beſt informed, (as 
alſo thoſe who, to their immortal honour, have, 


by their ſkill in languages and other branches of 


learning, examined and explained the ſcriptures) 
have paid religious honour to a crucified perſon, 
who had not the abilities of a Saviour Who was 


not truly God. 


See Acts xiv. xvii. 
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We are confident that our opponents will not 
publiſh the dreadful conſequences of idol wor- 
ſhip. The boldeſt among them may, at preſent, 
look with contempt on the ſerious profeſſors of 
our Lord's Divinity; and conſider them as men 
of weak and unenlightened underſtandings: but 


God forbid, that they ſhould gain ground, and 


proceed to further injuries! Nevertheleſs, their 
doctrine of toleration, and their boaſted light, 
open heaven to people of every opinion. For, 
according to their principles, no preciſely juſt 
ſentiment, concerning the Saviour's Perſon and 


work, is deemed neceſſary to our ſalvation; 


provided we live virtuouſly, and in charity with 
men. But with this we are not ſatisfied. Being 


perſuaded that we find, in the divine fulneſs of 
Jeſus, and in his grace, which lays us under ſo 


many obligations, the greateſt incitements and 
aids to exerciſe the ſocial virtues, and to perform 
every good work ; we cannot but conclude, that 
it is not ſufficient for us to do good to men, while 
we fail in the duties which are owing to God, and 
turn aſide to idolatry. We intreat all, who bear 
the name of Chriſt, not to be indifferent about 
this important affair; but, with us, to be careful 
that, reſpecting the Lord Jeſus, they neither give 
religious honour to a mere creature; nor deny 
the Supreme Majeſty, and our moſt high God. 
It is not a ſubtlety in ſchool divinity, with which 


* 555 
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ve are here concerned. It is the very firſt and 
chief principle of religion. Conſequently, it 
muſt: be rational, and conſiſtent with fact. To 
deny, with Ax us or Socinvs, that the Saviour 

is the true God, and yet to worſhip him; is an 
abſurdity too groſs for reaſonable men. 

The wiſdom of God, his compaſſionate kind- 
neſs, and his holineſs, do not permit the reading, 
the hearing, the examining and comparing of his 
word, to be ſo dangerous; or the honouring of 
our Redeemer, to be attended with ſo much dif- 
ficulty. He, who ſmote HzroD for allowing the 
people to ſay of him, It is the voice of a God, and 
wot of a man; could not ſuffer ſo many divine 

things to be aſcribed to Jeſus, either by himſelf, 
or by the apoſtles under the direction of his Spi- 
rit, if he were not co- exiſtent with the Father. 
No! we humbly hope, that the divine Father 
will not be angry, that we reverence, obey, and 
confide in his beloved Son ; in whom, he has re- 
peatedly ſaid, he is well pleaſed®. And it muſt 
be allowed that, in ſo treating him, we do not 
obſcure, but magnify the greatneſs of God; fince 
he hath connected his own honour with that of 
his Son“. He who ſaid, Thou Halt worſhip 
no other God ; for the Lord, whoſe name is jealous, 
is a jealous Cod; hath appointed, that at the 


Acts xii. 22, 2g. 0 Joh. v. 23. xi. 4. 
1 Matt. iii. 17. xvii. Oy *> iv Exod, xxxiv. 14. 
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name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, in heaven, on 
earth, and under the earth, and every tongue confeſs, 
that Jeſus Cbriſt is the LoR D, ro THE GLORY OF 
THE FATHER *.—Surely, the heavenly Judge, 


who, in his deepeſt humiliation, and before he 


triumphantly entered into his kingdom, heard 
and anſwered the cry of the penitent ; will not 
condemn us, at the great day, becauſe we have 
ſought and expected his mercy unto eternal life ?, 
But then, certainly, neither God the Father, nor 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, conſiders this our adora- 
tion as idolatry : and, conſequently, this wor- 
ſhip belongs to Chriſt. 

Ves, (and this is what we particularly intended, 
in the title of this Srcriox) the word of God 
expreſsly contraſts the Saviour, as well as his 
Father, with idols; and his ſervice, with idola- 


try: by which his Divinity is yet further con- 


firmed. Does it not appear to my reader, as it 
does to myſelf, extremely remarkable, that, in 


the ſame paſſage and connettion, in which 77 


vah commands Iſrael not to provoke his Angel, but 


to obey bim in all things, his name being in him; be- 


cauſe, otherwiſe, he would not pardon their iniqui- 
ties; he ſhould, at the ſame time, thunder againſt 
idolatry, in which the nations lay immerſed, and 


* Phil. ii. 10, 11. 
Jude v. 21. Heb, ix. 28. 
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for which they were cut of * ?—The Iſraelites, 
when taken from among the Heathens, were to 
be purified from their abominable idols; and then to 
have David, the /ervant of the Lord, as their only 


king and ſhepherd for ever. (Ezek. xxvii. 21—28.) 


This is intelligible, only as it is applied to the 


Meſſiah. So, likewiſe, Hoſ. iii.—Again, conſi- 
der the contraſt, in 1 Cor. viii. 4—6. We know 


| that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there 


is none other God but one. For, though there be that 


are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth (as ; 
there be gods many, and lords many) ; but to us there 


is but one God, the Father, and one Lord, Jeſus Chriſt. 


—The converſion of the Heathens conſiſted, not 


in their being brought over from the ſervice of 
the fun and moon, to the ſervice of any other 
creature ; but to the ſervice of the true God. 


But, then, it ſhould be obſerved, that this con- 


verſion of theirs from idols, was a converſion to 
Chriſt. When the Galatians knew not God, they 


did ſervice unto them which by nature are no Gods ; | 


but, being converted, they were Chriſt's *. Thoſe 
of Theſſalonica turned to God from idols, to ſerve the 
living and true God : and to wail for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raiſed from the dead, even Teſus . 
which delivered us from the wrath to come v. The 


» Exod. xxiii. 20—25. 
2 Gal. iv. 8. Compare i 111. 14 
b 1 Theſſ. bs Q, 1 Os 
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time paſt of our life may ſuffice us io have wrought 
the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in abomi- 
nable idolatries—who fhall give account to Him that 
is ready to judge the quick and the dead ©. —Believ- 
ers in Chriſt therefore, muſt, for his ſake, re- 
nounce all connection with idol ſervice. What 
concord bath Chriſt with Belial? Or what agreement 
hath the temple of God with idols? For ye are the tem- 
ple of the living God. Neither be ye idolaters, as 
were ſome of them*. Neither let us tempt Chriſt, as 
ſome of them alſo tempted him. This Je know, that 
uo covetous man, Who is an idolater, hath any inbe- 
ritance in the kingdom of Chriſt and of God.. 

In the church of Chriſt, a new and ſhocking 
kind of idolatry was to ariſe. By a ſpirit of er- | 
ror, the man of ſin, the ſon of perdilion, was to 

oppoſe and exalt himſelf above all that is called God, 
or that is worſhipped ; ſo that he, as God, was 

to fit in the temple of God, ſhowing himſelf that 
he is God. Whoſe coming was to be in all deceiva- 
bleneſs of unrighieouſneſs, in them who received not 
the love of the truth, that they might be ſaved 8. 
But, in oppoſition to this deluſion and apoſtacy, 
Paul thankfully ſets the privileges of the Theſſa- 
lonians; as being called by the goſpel to the obtain- 
ing of the glory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : to whom, 


© 1 Pet. iv. 3, 5. : © 1 Cor. x. 7, 9. 
4 2 Cor. vi. 15, 16. Compare f Eph.'v. 5. Fs 
Heb. iii. 6. 1 Ibeſſ. il, 3—12. 


. „ equally 


150 Adoration of ani not lauuyy. 


equally as to Cod the Father, the apoſtle prayed 
that they might be comforted and eſtabliſbedꝰ.— That 
man of ſin, then, who exalted himſelf above all 
that is called God, or that is worſhipped, and was 
the enemy of God; ſet himſelf alſo againſt be 
glory of our Lord Fefſus Chriſt, as an enemy of 
Chriſt—an Antichriſt, as John ſpeaks. For which 
reaſon Chriſt was to conſume and deſtroy bim, with 
the brightneſs of his coming. This oppoſition to 
Chriſt implies, not only that he ſhould apoſta- 
tiſe from the doArine of Chriſt ; but that he 
ſhould ſet himſelf againſt the honour and rights 
of Chriſt, and aſſume to himſelf, in the church, 
what belonged to Chriſt. He would fit in thetem- 
pile of God, as if be were the true God ; while it is 
the prerogative of Chriſt to eſtabliſh himſelf 
there, as in his temple; to ſhow his glory, and 
to be ſerved®. This emphatical repreſentation 
of Chriſt, filling his throne in the church with 
_ majeſty and authority; was long before intended 
by that ſublime viſion, in which the Lord of Hoſts 
appeared to Iſaiab, ſitting upon a high throne, and 
bis train filling the temple : while the ſeraphim, 
with profound reverence addreſſing him, thrice 
exclaimed, noLy!! See the apoſtle's comment, 
in which this 1s applied to Cbriſt“. 9 


u Verſes 13, i 16, 17. 1 Tſai. vi. 
i Verſe 8. m oh. Xii. 39—41. 
* Mal, iii. 1. Heb. zii, 6. 5 
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8 E C T. XVIII. 
THE REJECTION OF CHRIST, IN EX IAB ILE. 


UR moſt reſpectful homage to the Lord 
\£ Jeſus, with ſubjedion and confidence, is 
not idolatry ; but a preſcribed duty and an ac- 
ceptable ſervice to God. Let us now ſee what 
is the conſequence of refuſing this. The ſame 
goſpel that reveals Chriſt, as the ſure foundation 
of our ſalvation, deſcribes him alſo as a ſtone of 
flumbling, and as a ſtone which breaks its oppoſers 
in pieces. For, as faith in him is the appointed 
mean of ſalvation; fo is the want of that faith 
a real diſobedience, and the certain way to dam- 
nation. He that believeth on bim is not condemned; 
but be that believeth not, is condemned already. He 
that believeth on the Son, hath everlaſting life ; and 
he that lelievetb not the Son ſhall not ſee life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him*®. Now this not only 
concerned his enemies among the Jews, when he 
was upon earth; but it continued, after his de- 
parture, to be the dottrine of the apoſtles among 
all nations. Teſus ſhall be revealed from heaven, 
with bis mighty angels, in flaming fire ; taking ven- 
geance on them that obey not the goſpel ; who ſhall be 


„ Matt. xxi, 4244 © Joh. iii. 1618, 36. 
L 4 puniſhed 


puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction v. Grace, or a 
curſe, is annexed to loving, or not loving, (not Pe- 
ter, or John, but) the Lord Jeſus Chriſt a. = 

Such awful ſentences, not only enjoin upon 
us all ſeriouſneſs and circumſpettion ; but teach 
us again to conſider Chriſt as exalted, beyond 
compariſon, above all the other ambaſſadors of 
God. So far as Moſes, the prophets, or the apoſtles, 
ſpoke by God's command; want of faith in what 
they ſaid was puniſhable, as being diſobedience to 
God, who ſent them. But, in regard to Chriſt, 
the threatening ariſes from the excellence of, the 
teacher himſelf,” or the ſupereminent dignity of 
his Perſon. He that believeth not, is condemned al- 
ready ; becauſe he hath not believed in the name of the 

Son of God". He that deſpiſed Moſes law, died 
evithout mercy. Of how much forer puniſhment 
hall he be thought worthy, who hath trodgen under 

foot the Son of God*? The exaltation of Chriſt, | 
therefore, is not barely a pre-eminence among 
other teachers upon earth, as many in theſe times 
would have it ; but founded in his ſuperior na- 
ture and heavenly origin, as the Son of God. 
Remarkable is that ſaying; I they eſcaped not, 
zwho refuſed him that ſpake on earth ; much more 
ſhall not we eſcape, if we turn away from Him that 


2p Tei . . b Joh. ill. 18. 
4 Eph, vi. 24. 1 Cor. Xvi. 22. Heb. Xs 28, 29. 


ſpeaketh 
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ſpraketh from beaven. No angels, created prin- 
Clpalities, or middle beings, muſt here be thought 


of, or ſet on a footing with Chriſt. He is the 
ſupreme. Lord of all God's ambaſſadors: and, 


therefore, unbelief is, to ſo high a degree, pu- 
niſhable. For, after the apoſtle had ſhown that 
the majeſty of Chriſt is incomparably above the 
dignity of prophets and of angels, he adds; JF 
the word ſpoken by angels was ſleadfaſt, and every 
tranſgreſſion received a juſt recompence of reward ; 


bow ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great ſalvation, 


which at firſt began to be ſpoken by Tux LORD“ 
Severe threatenings thus denounced againſt 
delſpiſing the Saviour, but no where againſt ho- 
nouring him too much, may juſtly lead us to that 
rational concluſion which, in doubtful affairs, 
is uſually drawn from the ſafer ſide: which con- 


cluſion is entirely in favour of our opinion. But, 
after all, ſhould any incline to the contrary ſide 
of the queſtion, then muſt the defenders of it 


eſtabliſh their oppoſition to Chriſt's eternal Divi- 
nity on ſuch grounds, as leave no room for fear 
of any proofs, or elucidations, overturning their 
ſentiment. We ſeek not, however, merely the 
ſafer ſide of the queſtion here in diſpute : for we 
are diſpoſed to acknowledge fully the truth of 


't Heb, xii. 25. Compare Joh, iii. g1, Luke xx, 18. 
4 | Hee 3 i. gs 
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that Supreme Majeſty, which is common to the 
Father and the Son, and to build our convittion 
on good grounds. = 
Let us compare thoſe awful thrésteninge, with 
that loving-kindneſs of God, which is never 
enough to be praiſed. Upon this, indeed, thoſe 


who differ from us often reaſon: and we alſo find 


in it our great intereſt and conſolation. How is 


it, then, to be underſtood, that God propoſes the 


ſending of Jeſus Chriſt, as the moſt diſtinguiſhed 


-proof of his love to men, to deliver them 


from death and deſtruQtion ; if, nevertheleſs, this 
way of deliverance be not neceſſary ; and, at the 
ſame time, puts them into a fituation to commit 
a new fin, which; above all others, is inexpiable, 
and ſhuts the door of ſalvation ? If finners might 
be ſaved, without ſatisfaction made by a Media- 
tor; how are we (ſince the divine goodneſs 
and Juſtice never threaten and execute puniſh- 
ment, when it is unneceſſary for the honour and 
intereſt of God's kingdom); I ſay, how is it that 
we are bound, under the ſevereſt denunciation of 
divine diſpleaſure, and of certain deſtruQtion, to 
conſider an arbitrarily qualified man, as the ob- 


je of our humbleſt ſubmiſſion, and of our con- 


fidence? eſpecially, as his circumſtances among 


men, which were peculiarly humiliating, (and, 
according to the principles oppoſed, cannot be 


accounted for from the deſign of the deliver- 
ance) rendered him ſuſpetied and deſpiſed by 
| Es his 


„ 155 


his cotemporaries, and were a tumbling block to 
both Jews and Gentiles ?|=On the contrary, if 
Jeſus was made ſin for us, and underwent for 
his people the puniſhment which was neceſſary to 
their reconciliation ; if, to this end, a mere crea- 
ture was abſolutely inſufficient ; if a divine De- 
liverer actually aſſumed our nature, and, by his 
ſufferings, opened the way to ſalvation ; then, 
not only every ſtumbling- block is removed out 
of the way of thoſe who know the greatneſs of 
their guilt, and their deſert of puniſhment before 
God; but, then, alſo is God's love to ſinners the 
object of their moſt grateful adoration. Then 
is all fin expiable, except the rejection of that 
great and only mean of ſalvation. Then may 
we underſtand, of how much ſorer puniſhment be 
all be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
the Son of God, and counted the blood of the cove- 
nant an unholy thing: and why Chriſt till not confeſs 
before his Father, thoſe who ſhall not have confeſſed 
him before men. Then is the dreadful ſentence 
not unjuſt, (however lightly ſome teachers and 
profeſſors may treat it); That whoſoever, in op- 
poſition to the goſpel, brings any other meſſage 
of deliverance to miſerable finners, whether from 
philoſophy, or from revelation, zhough he were 
an angel from heaven, is accurſedv. Then it is 
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* 


alſo highly neceſſary. for us, whatever wind of 
error or of oppoſition may blow, to endure to the 
end in the faith of our Redeemer, who is full of 
ſalvation and rich in love, bat we may be ſaved *. 


S E C T. XIX. 


THE RELATION OF CHRIST TO GOD THE 
| FATHER. 


* compariſon of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


with men and angels, as already conſidered, 


tends to aſſure us, that no finite being is equal to 


him. Let us now view him in relation to God 
bis Father, as well with regard to his co-exiſt- 
ence, as to his ſubjection: but, in this high myſ- 
tery, we would not be 70 Ye above what is drit- 
ten. 


We have already ſhown, in ſeveral views, that 


in the word of God (from which only we can 


learn the true character of Chriſt; the belief of 


which teſtimony concerning him, is alſo ſtrictly 


commanded) ſuch ſublime things. as belong to 
none but the Supreme Being; ſuch to which God 
appeals, as the diſtinguiſhing marks of his great- 


2, = Matt. xxiv. "91: 2 Tim, ii, 12, 13. 
Ok - "neſs 


o God the Father. 157 
neſs; arealſo aſcribed to Jeſus Chriſt. If, then, 


we would give credit to the divine information, 


we dare not eſteem him leſs than equal to God; 
truly God; G08 IOC. 


Now, all this is to be found, not only in ſuch- 


paſſages of ſcripture where Chriſt is ſpoken of 
alone, or is contraſted with men; but alſo in 
thoſe where he is mentioned with God the Father, 


and is compared with him. It is indeed certain, 


that neither every kind of connection with God; 
nor every degree of /ikene/s to God; nor yet, in 
every ſenſe, being one with God, proves an equa- 
lity and co-exiſtence . But we have our eye on 
thoſe teſtimonies, by which God the Father ap- 
pears in his divine works, adminiſtration, and 
ſupreme authority ; and when theſe are attributed 
to Chriſt in common with him. We have been 
often ſurpriſed at the unreſtrained boldneſs, clear- 
neſs, and variety, with which the infallible pen- 
men ſpeak on this point. 
For example, with regard to ſaving and di- 
recting operations. God himſelf, and our Father, 


and our Lord Feſus Chrift, direct our way unto you *. 


Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God even our 


Father, comfort or hearts, and eftabliſh you *. The 


v See Joh. xvii. 11, 21. Ou i. 3. Acts xv. 28. Rev. iii. 21. 
2 1 Theſſ. iii. 11 


* 2 Theſſ. ii. 16, 17. 
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Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into 
the patient waiting for Chriſt*, Called of Feſus 


- Chrift, and beloved of God *. Be ſtrong in the Lord 


ut on the whole armour of God. If a nan love 
Me, my Father will love him; and we will come 


unto bim, and make ouR abode with him. The 
ſpiritual felicity of believers conſiſts in continuing, 


not in John, or in Paul, but i the Son, and in 
the Father *. Grace is implored for the churches, 
as the ſource of all ſpiritual and everlaſting 
bleſſings. But who/e grace? Sometimes it is called 
the grace of Fe/us Chriſt alone :; but, frequently, 
the grace of God the Father, and of the Lord Feſus 
Chrift*, Thus alſo, Grace and peace be unto you, 
through the knowledge of God, and of Jeſus our Lord'. 
In like manner to Timothy, and to Titus: Grace, 


mercy and peace be to you from God the Father, and 
from our Lord Feſus Chriſti 


The Saviour, together with his Father, is re- 
preſented as poſſeſſed of high authority and ma- 
zeſty. This ſickneſs is not unto death, but for the 
glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified. 


» 2a Theſl, ü. 5. h Rom. i. 7. 1 Cor. i. g. 

© Rom. i. 6, 7. 2 Cor. i. 2. Eph. i. 2. vi. 
4 Eph. vi. 10, TH 23, dec. | 
© Joh. xiv. 2g. i 2 Pet. i. 2 

f 2 Joh. it. 22-24 1 Tim. i. 2. 2 Tim. i. 2. 


s Gal. vi. 18. Rom. xvi. 24. Lit. i. 4. 
1 Cor. xvi. 23, &c. 


thereby. 
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thereby k Not without law 10 God, but under ' 


law to Chriſt \.-—Servants are commanded to be 


obedient, no! as men-pleaſers, but as the ſervants 


Father upon earth; for one is your Father which is 


in heaven. Neither be ye called maſters ; for one is 


your Maſter, even Chriſt". An idolaler hath no in- 
beritance in the kingdom of Chriſt and of God. 
Bleſſing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto 
Him that ſitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb, 
for ever and ever v. Now are come ſalvation, and 
Arengib, and the kingdom of our God, and the power 
F his Chriſt*. On ſuch the ſecond death hath no 
power, but they ſhall be prieſts of God and of Chriſt *, 
Prieſts of CurisT! A prieft is a ſervant of 
Deity; either of the true God, or of ſome fic- 
titious god; but the latter cannot be conſidered 
as here concerned. The concluſion, therefore, 


is obvious. We have already ſeen that the name 


Lok p, in ſacred ſcripture, is given, by way of 
excellence, ſometimes to the Father, and ſome- 
times to Chriſt. It ought alſo to be remarked, 
that, in the places juſt mentioned, Chriſt is ſo 
often charaQteriſed by that name in connection, 
not only with inferior beings, but with God; 


k Joh. xi. 4 „ Eph. v. 5. 
te Our. it „„ P Rev. v. 13. | 
„ Eph. vi. 5, 6. 4 Rev. xii. 10. Xi. 13. 


n | before 


of Chrift, doing the will of God v. Call no man your 
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before whom, ad in compariſon with whom, all 


created glory and dominion vaniſh; and that 
even in places where the divine authority over 
men, and the ſubjeQion of men, are expreſsly 
mentioned. For inſtance: Fames a ſervant of 
God, and of the Lord Feſus Chriſt *. The church, in 


Cod the Father, and in the Lord Feſus Chrift *. N 
charge thee before God, and the Lord Feſus 615 


who ſhall judge the quick and the dead, at his ap- 
pearing and his kingdom. What can be more em- 
phatical than the name Soter, or Saviour, (in thoſe 
places where God the Father and Chriſt are 


Jointly mentioned) that is given, ſometimes to 


the one, and ſometimes to the other? To the 
Father: Paul an apoſile of Feſus Chriſt, by the com- 
mandment of Godour Saviour, and Lord Feſus Chriſt“. 


Jo the Son: Them that have obtained like precious 
faith wilh us, through the righteouſneſs , God, and 


our Saviour Feſus Chriſt * x. It is remarkable that, 


as it were, in one breath, they are denominated, 


God our Saviour, and Feſus Chriſt our Saviour. 


| IM? 1. 3, 4- ji. a. 111, . 


? 1 j. 1. | 24/1 Ji te 15:10 
t 1 Theſſ. i. 1. 2 Theſl. Kt» 2 Pet. i. 1. 


C + Tim: iv. „ | 
* Our opponents will not apply to Chriſt the name God, 


in both theſe places; nor yet in James i. 1. This, indeed, 


might he done, without any injury to the . but from 
it we e would not here argue. ON . 


\Reſpeing 


t God the father. | : 161 


 Reſpedting the exalted relation of the Saviour 
to his Father; that ſublime name The Sox of Ged, 
deſerves particular notice. We are not ignorant 
that in the ſacred writings reaſonable creatures 
are often honoured with the title of, The ſons, or 
children of God ; and that in ſeveral reſpetts, and 


for reaſons which are known. Bat, certainly, 


that name, as applied to Chriſt, implies ſome- 
thing higher *. For he is not only A Sz of God, 
but TEE Son, by way of excellence, and above 
all, & bes. So that he is thereby, as by a proper 


and peculiarly adapted (/ubje&ive) name, diſtin- | 
guiſhed from all other ſubjetts. e know that 
the Son of God is come. He is God's only begotten 


Son* ; God's own Son*. To which of the angels ſaid 
be, at any lime, 7 hou art my Son, this day have 1 
begotten thee * ?—When Chriſt ſpake to the diſci- 
ples, reſpecting his Father, he never ſaid, our 


Father, as he had taught them to pray ; but al- 


ways with an exprels diſtinction, My Fathers. 
That name, THE SON OF Gop, was known 

among the Iſraelites, from the prophetical doc- 

trine, as emphatically applicable to the Meſſiah; 

as evidently appears from different paſſages. 

Joch. x. 35—38. Rom. viii, 32, : 

'Y 1 Joh. v. 20. Joh. viii. 36. b, Hep: i. 5. 

7 Joh. 1. 14, 18. iii. 16. 


Luke ji. 48, 49. Joh. ii. 16. See eſpecially Joh. xx. 17. 
d Matt. 15 16. xxvi. 63. Mark 11, 11, | Jo vi. bg. | 


7. Job. x. 36. 
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Amidſt all the e of their opinions, they 
found in this ſo much energy, that the acknow- 
ledgment of it was with them a true ground of 
adoration * : ſo that when Jeſus, aſcribing to him- 
ſelf divine works, called God his Father ; they 
concluded from thence, what the Saviour did 
not contradict, that he conſidered God as his 
Father, in the moſt emphatical ſenſe; and thus 
made himſelf equal 10 God *.—In fa&, how intimate 
| ſoever the connection is between Jeſus being the 
Chriſt, and being the Son of God; the latter muſt 
ſignify ſomething more; ſomething original. For 
Paul preached Chriſt, that he is the Son of God s. 
Let us attend, with a ſincere love of truth, to 
the divine teſtimony. He did not become the 
Son of God by, or after, his coming in the fleſh; 
by, or after, the execution of his miniſtry : for 
herein is God's great mercy celebrated, That 
God ſent him who was his Son, in the form 
of a ſervant—that he gave his own Son. This 
is evident from a number of texts. It appears 
with a beautiful ſimplicity in one of our Lord's 
parables, The Lord of the vineyard ſent to the 
e Matt. xiv. 33. Joh. ix. 35—38. ; Joh. v. 18. x. 3336. 
Acts ix. 20. See alſo Acts viii. 37. In both places. how- 
ever, there is a different reading in the Greek. But compare 
the firſt accuſation of Jeſus before Pilate, that he /aid he was 
the Chriſt. (Luke xxiii. 2.) with a later ons, that he made 


himſelf the Son of God. (Joh. xix. 7.) 
x Gal. iv. 4. Rom. viii. 32. Heb. v. 8. 1 Joh. iv. 9, 10. 


buſbandmen 


* 


buſbandmen. many ſervants ; and they beat fome, and 


killed others. Having yet therefore one Son, his well- 
beloved Son, he ſent him alſo laſt unto them, ſaying, 
They will reverence my Son *,—That the reaſon of 


ſo awful a puniſhment being annexed to unbelief, 
lies in the high excellency of Chriſt as the Son of 


God, we have already ſeen. As the Son of God, 


be is the Brightneſs of the Father's glory, and the 


expreſs image of his Perſon '. In the ſame Chap- 
ter he is repreſented, agreeably to the manner of 
ſpeaking among men, as being of himſelf 7he 
heir : that is, he has a natural right to all God's 
works, particularly to his church; which alſo are 
made by him in common with the Father. Sce this 
deſcribed, in a very lofty ſtrain, by the apoſtle*, 
and alſo by himſelf '.—This title, The Son of God, 
as aſcribed to him, ſhows, not only his diſtin- 


guiſhed exaltation above all creatures, which 


Alus himſelf acknowledged ; but alſo an equa- 
lity of nature with the Father, and a ground of 
his exiſtence in the eternal and neceſſary exiſt- 
ence of his Father. 

Let us now conſider the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
reſpedting his undeniable ſubjection to the Father. 


The Father, ſays he, is greater than I. As Cb | 


h Mark xii. 6. I Mark xii. 5. 7. 

i Heb. 1. 3. = Joh. xiv. 28. 

* Heb. i. 1—g. iti, g—6. 

Col. i. 15—17. 8 ; | 
M 2- | 15 
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ts the bead of the church, ſo is God the head of 
Chrifi*. He calls the Father his God®. The 
Father raiſed him up to 1ſrael* ; anointed him with 
the Holy Ghoft, and with power *; ſpared him not, 

but delivered him up for us all'; and raiſed him from 
the dead*. God gave him, for the execution of his 
ſaving deſigns, and /ent bim into the world to do his 
will *, The work which was given him be finiſhed ; 
and in that work he was faithful to his father“. 
Therefore God alſo highly exalted him“; ſet him at 
his right band in heaven * ; and gave him all power *. 
He made him both Lord and Chriſt v; exalted him 10 
be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance unto 
Iſrael and remiſſion of ſins :. He hath alſo appoint- 
ed him to judge the world in rightcouſneſs*; and, 
when that period arrives, Chriſt fall be ſubjef to 

the Father, and the kingdom delivered up to him®. 

To be the true God, and to be inferior to 
God; to be infinite, and to be ſubjett ; are, ac- 
cording to reaſon and ſeripture, inconſiſtent pro- 
perties. Theſe, however, are aſcribed by un- | 
deniable authority to the ſame ſubject. There 


4 Cort. $13 9... * PL 1 9 
„Matt. xxvii. 46. Joh. xx. 17. » Eph. i. 20. 

r Acts xiii. 23, e Matt; in. 48. 
Acts x. 38. y Ae n. 36. 
r Rom, vill. _— 2 Acts v. 31. 
Acts it. 24. Acts xvii. 31 


Joh. ili. 16, 17. vi. 3840. 1 Cor. xv. 24—28. 
* Joh. iv. 34. xvii. 4. Heb. 
Jil. 2. Xe 9. 


U 


muſt, 


muſt, therefore, be ſome method of clearing up 
this difficulty. How often do we meet with things 
in the kingdom of truth, which appear totally 
irreconcilable ; but, when accurately examined, 

agree and ſupport one another! Of this our own 
_ exiſtence is a ſtriking example. But the great 
matter 1s to examine, upon what ground every 
thing 1s eſtabliſhed, and how apparent contra- 
dictions are to be underſtood. Now, whereas 


thoſe who oppoſe the Divinity of Jeſus, never 


could, as far as we have ſeen, anſwer the mani- 
fold proofs in favour of it; the abettors of that 
doftrine, on the contrary, have a large field for 
giving a ſatisfactory explication, as often as any 
thing that is not divine, any thing below the na- 
ture and authority of his Father, any thing finite, 
is aſſerted of him. He who was in the form of 
God, and thought it not robbery io be equal with God, 
ook upon him the form of a ſervant *. The Word, 
that was with God, and that was God, was made 


Halb: but, in that fleſh, he revealed a glory, as of ; 


the only begotten Son of God, full of grace and truth*. 
According to infallible information, he 1s, there- 
fore, truly God, and truly man; and his ſaving 
mediatory performances are founded on both 
natures inſeparably. While the worth of theſe, 
the power of giving his people everlaſting ſalva- 


© Phil, ii. 6, 7, 4 Johbho to a87 
M 3 FFF 
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tion, and of directing every thing in heaven and 
earth for that end; while his being a fit object of 
his people's thankful confidence, and his ability 
for the general judgment, are founded on, and 
afford an invincible demonſtration of, his di- 


vine perfection; it is, at the ſame time, the finite 


nature in which he accompliſhed the human ſer- 
vices of his miniſtry, and his prieſtly ſacrifice. 


Hence we perceive, how the glory and majeſty - 


with which he governs the kingdom of God, for 


the effectual gathering in and protection of his 


people, and for the deſtruction of all oppoſition, 
appear as an exallation; inaſmuch as human na- 


ture, according to its capacity, ſhared therein, 


and obtained the reward of its labour. Thus the 
Lamb that was ſlain deſerves and receives ever- 


laſting honour, with regard to the ſaving work of 


both his natures. This is evident, from his obe- 


dience, and his deep bumiliation, being every 


where aſſigned as the reaſon of his exaltation. 1 
am he that liveth, and was dead, and behold, Iam alive 


for evermore, Amen! and bave the keys of hell and 


of death*. For to this end Chriſt both died, and 


roſe, and revived, that be might be Lord both of the 
dead and the living. That his ſubjection at the 


laſt day is to be underſtood, not under the notion 
of a degradation; but as an honourable appro- 
Rer. i. 18. _ 1 
i Rom. xiv. 9. See alſo Philip. ii. 7— 10. Heb. i. 3. 


Ich. v. 27. Rev, i. 5, 6. v. 12—14. 


bation 
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bation of him, as God-man, we have already ſeen, 
in the concluſion of Section XII. 

We may add, though a proper ſubjettion, or 
inferiority, belong to Chriſt, only with reſpett to 
his human nature; yet we muſt not exclude an 
order of procedure: by which, as the divine ſub- 

ſiſtence of the Son is founded in that of the Fa- 
ther, ſo his perfect working follows that of the 
Father. As one proof of this, (beſides others) 

he was, before his incarnation, the Angel of God's 
Preſence. This is the reaſon why the Father 1s 

alſo repreſented as the firſt in the whole work of 
redemption; as he who hath committed that 
work to the Son; as he who ſent him, and ac- 
cording to whoſe good pleaſure all fulneſs dwelt 
in Chriſt; as he to whom ſatisfaction was made 

5 by Jeſus; and as he who hath crowned him with 

eternal glory. All which would appear quite 
unaccountable, had the Son of God, either in the 
eternal counſel reſpeQting the plan of redemption, 
or in any part of its execution, been merely de- 
pendent and paſſive, not having acted freely. | 
But we have before ſeen, that all this is aſcribed 
to his free love and gracei. As the Father ſent 
him, ſo he came forth voluntarily from the Father, 
and came into the world. No man taketh my life 
from me, but I lay it down of myſelf. I have porter 
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to lay it down, and I have power to take it again i. 
Power, after being dead, to take his life again! 
To raiſe up that temple which was deſtroyed ! 
But what can be the meaning of this, if he is to 
be conſidered as a mere man?—It is not, then, a 
vain ſubtlety which divines teach, relating to the 
counſel of peace, or the plan agreed upon by the 
Father and the Son; and which they illuſtrate by 
various paſſages of ſcripture. 


STOT--XXx; 


THE RELATION OF CHRIST 10 THE HloLv 
SPIRIT. 7p 


IN a demonſtration of the Divinity of the Son, 

the perſonal ſubſiſtence of the Holy Spirit, or 
his perſonal diſtinftion from God the Father, 
mult not be taken for granted, becauſe it is not 
allowed by thoſe on the other fide. We are at 
liberty, however, to ſuppoſe, that the Holy Ghoſt 
is ſomething divine; ſomething belonging to the 
nature and perfection of God; of which many 
proofs are at hand, both in the Old and the New 
5 Teſtament. If, at leaſt, a divine power, or ani- 


| Joh. ii. 19—21. x. 18. | 


mating 


to the Holy Spirit. | 169 


mating principle, in the Holy Ghoſt be acknow- 
ledged; then, if Chriſt be the true God, there 
muſt of neceſſity be an intimate relation, and an 
inſeparable connection, between him and the 
Divine Spirit. If ſuch a relation were repre- 
ſented to us in the ſacred word, it would furniſh 
us with a new confirmation of our high eſteem of 
Chriſt. In fact, this kind of proof is not with- 
held from us in the teſtimony of God. 

He who is called, tbe Spirit of God, and the 
Spirit of Chriſt ; is alſo expreſsly called, the Spirit 
of God's Sonn, the Spirit of the Lord, the Spirit of 
Chriſt ®,—If it be thought, that theſe expreſſions 
will bear a lower ſenſe; all pretext for evaſion is 
taken away, when Chriſt is ſaid, 4% /end the Holy 
Spirit from the Father *. Beſides, his ſuperiority 
to other excellent teachers conſiſts in this ; That, 
John indeed, and others, bap!:2ed with water; but 
he with the Holy Ghoſt?. Now this muſt mean 
more than, that the eſpouſers of his doctrine 
ſhould be partakers of the Holy Spirit: for that 
was the caſe with thoſe alſo, who were taught and 
baptized by the apoſtles*. Chriſt is, therefore, 
repreſented as having the ſeven ſpirits of God ; that 
is, the ſame Spirit from whom grace was implored 
on behalf of the ſeven churches“. 


„„ 0. oi: = ? Matt. iii. 11. Acts i. 5. 
viii. 9. 1 Pet. i. 11. r Rev. iii. 1. Compare i. 4. 


Joh. xv. 26. Luke xxiv. 49. 


What 
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What makes us more particularly to infer the 
ſupremacy of the Son of God, from his relation 
to the Divine Spirit, is; That as the operations 
of the Son appear to follow in order thoſe of the 
Father; ſo it is evident, from the places that are 
quoted, and from others, that the operations of 
the Holy Ghoſt follow thoſe of the Son; and 
that the Son works by the Spirit. But, as our 
own thoughts and words cannot do juſtice to a 
myſtery, which to us is inſcrutable, let us hear 
the words of God. The Saviour ſays, Verily, the 
Son can do nothing of himſelf, but what he ſeeth the 
Father do: for what things ſoever be doeth, theſe 
alſo doeth the Son likewiſe*. Again, on the other 
hand, he ſpeaks thus : When the Spirit of truth is 
come, he will guide you into all truth : for be ſhall 
not ſpeak of himſelf; but, whatſoever he ſhall bear, 
that ſhall he ſpeak. He ſhall glorify me; for be ſhall 
receive of mine, and fhall ſhow it unto you. All 
things that the Father bath are mine : therefore ſaid 
J, that he ſhall take of mine. Jeſus performed 
his miracles by the Spirit of God; yet, neverthe- 
leſs, according to his own free will”. Thus is 
the almighty operation of the Spirit conneQed 
with the voluntary good pleaſure of the Son. 


. Joh. v. 19—2g. Matt. . 
Joh, xvi. 13-15. * Matt. viii. Ze Joh, v. 21. 


The 
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The Holy Spirit is the ſouree of the true know- 
ledge and acknowledgment of the Redeemer. 
No man can ſay, that Feſus is the Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghoft v. The Holy Ghoſt is in believers, as 
in his temple *. But we have ſeen already, that 
Chriſt, as well as the Father, is the Lord and 
proprietor of the temple, and that he built it; 
with whoſe good pleaſure all dwelling in it is con- 
nected. He who has the Spirit of Chrift, he in 
whom the Spirit of Chriſt dwe!leth, belongeth to 
Chriſt .- The Holy Ghoſt appointed over/eers of 
the flock at Epheſus ; but not without the will of 
the Son: for that flock was the Church of God, 
which he had purchaſed with his own Blood. Now, 
without doubt, the Lord of the flock muſt have 
authority over all the overſeers of the flock, and 
an influence in their appointment: which appoint- 
ment is, therefore, uſually aſcribed in other places 

to Chriſt himſelf, —The apoſtles enjoyed the ex- 
traordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoſt : which, by 
means of their prayers, were alſo beſtowed on 
other believers and teachers. Nevertheleſs, they 
were conſtantly repreſented as apoſtles and ſerv- 
ants, not properly of the Holy Ghoſt, but of 
Chriſt. He was their one Maſter®; and, conſe- 

_ quently, he could beſtow upon them the neceſſary 
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gifts*. Cbriſi wrought by Paul, to make the Gen- 
tiles obedient by word and deed, through mighty ſigns 


> and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God“. 
The ſending itſelf, which, on account of the abund- 


ance of ſpiritual gifts, was rightly named, the 


| pouring out of the Spirit on the day of Pentecoſt, 
| took place according io the promiſe of the Father ; but 


yet it is exprelsly aſcribed to Chriſt, the exalted 


King:. The Spirit of the Father works; there- 
fore, allo, the Spirit of Chriſt. | 


The encouragement given to the ſervants of 


Jeſus, when perplexed how they ſhould anſwer, 
on being ſummoned to appear before princes and 
- magiſtrates, is expreſſed thus; The Holy Ghoſt ſhall 


teach you in that fame hour *. Again, It is not ye that. 


ſpeak, but the Spirit of your Father which ſpeaketh. 


in you*, Once more, I Feſus) will give you a month 
andwiſdom, Sc. - Am I much miſtaken in ſuppo- 
ſing, that the high relation of Chriſt to the Holy 
Ghoſt, is evident from the Divine Spirit being ſaid 


to work inthe name of the Son? The great force of 


this phraſe has been already obſerved; and in this 
view it is confirmed. The power of curing diſ- 


_ eaſes was the gift and work of the Infinite Spirit: 
but the apoſtles performed thoſe healing miracles 


© See Joh. xx. 22. Tyre 2111, 12. 
Rom. xv. 18, 19, s Matt, x. 18, 20. 
e Acts ii. 33. Luke xxiv. 49, Þ Luke xxl. 12—15, 


7 
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in the name of Chriſt *. The Father alſo ſent the 
Holy Ghoft inthe name of Chriſti. But the perſon, in 


Whoſe name (that is, on whoſe account, for whole 


ſake and honour) any one is ſent, or any gift 
| beſtowed, is certainly not leſs than he who is ſent 
in his name; or than that which, for his fake, is 
_ preſented as a gift. The Corinthians were waſhed, 
ſanctiſied, and juſtified (it is not ſaid, in the name 


of the Holy Ghoſt, but) in the name of the Lord Jeſus, 


and by the Spirit of our God u. 
Let us now turn our thoughts to ſuch divine 
teſtimonies, as repreſent the Saviour in his inti- 


mate and exalted relation to the Father, and to. 


the Holy Ghoſt, united. For inſtance; Now there 
are diverfities of gifts, but the ſame Spirit ; and there 
are differences of adminiſtrations, but the ſame Lord; 
and there are diverſities of operations, but it is the 
ſame God. Peter wrote to the ele, according 10 
the foreknowledge of God the Father, through ſancti- 
fication of the Spirit unto obedience, and ſprinkling 
of the blood of Feſus Chriſt *. Jude ſays, Beloved, 
building up yourſelves on your moſt holy faith, praying 
in the Holy Ghoſt. Keep yourſelves in the love of 
God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Feſus Chrift 


unto clernal life ?. On that diſputed paſſage, 


Acts iv. 10. xvi. 18. Com- » 1 Cor. xii. 4—6, 
pare 1 Cor. xii. 9-11. *" 7 Fet- 1. 3, 

t Joh, xiv. 20... : ; ? Judey. 20. 21. 

m 1 Cor. vi. 11. | | 


(1 Joh. 
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(1 Joh. v. 7.) whoſe authenticity is not acknow- 
ledged by our opponents, we for that reaſon do 
not inſiſt. But there are two others, by no means 
of doubtful authority, and of which the Chriſtian | 
church has made a public and conſtant uſe ; that 
are ſuppoſed with reaſon to give an invincible de- 
monſtration of the Saviour's Divinity. The firſt 
is the rule of baptiſm; Teach all nations, baptizing 
_ them (diſtinguiſhing them by their profeſſion and 
religion, and ſetting the ſeal of ſpiritual clean- 
ſing upon them;) u the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghojt*. The other is 
that benediction of the church; The grace of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God, and the com- 
munion of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you all ! Amen. 


$E CT. - XXL. 
THE CONCLUSION, 


WI cannot contemplate ſo many particu- 
. Y lars, in which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 


equal, either to the Father, or to the Holy Ghoſt, 
or to both; nor can we contemplate ſo many 
other deſcriptions of his majeſty, as have appeared 


q Matt. xxviil. 19. * ot. 4. 


under 


— 
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under different views; without being led, in hum- 
ble acquieſcence, and ſubjeQion of our faith to 
the divine teſtimony, with adoration and joy, to 
glorify the Saviour of the world, as far above 
all created beings. he 
If we find ourſelves obliged, by the word of 
revelation, to acknowledge the fellowſhip of the 
Father and the Son, in the ſame divine perfetti- 
ons; and, conſequently, to acknowledge a plu- 
rality and diſtinet ſubſiſtence in the ſupreme 
Deity ; our concluſion will be confirmed and 
illuſtrated, by taking into conſideration, (what 
in the preceding Sgeriox we would not, or could 
not, take for granted) that the Holy Ghoſt, in 
ſeveral texts of ſcripture there mentioned, (as alſo 
by a compariſon and critical explanation of many 
| Others) is repreſented to us, not as a particular pro- 
perty of God, but as diſtinguiſhed from God the 
Father, as well as from the Son. By which we 
learn, that the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, are the true and eternal God. But, in the 
demonſtration of this we do.not further enlarge, 
at preſent; as our only buſineſs is to prove the 
co-exiſtence of the Son with the Father. —If 
the uſual terms, Trinity, Efſence, Perſons; or: 
if the expreſſions and inferences of the Athana- 
E han Creed, be not approved“; let every one, at 
| leaſt, 
„The 3 however, ought not to be rejected, when the 
* which they ſignify are proved and acknowledged; ex- 
cept 
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leaſt, ſeek that which the word of God teaches, 
and let the beſt expreſſions for profeſſing it be 


uled; of which, if they be FOO, we 2285 ſhall 
take the advantage. 


We 
cept better were to be found in human language. Scruples ariſe 
more particularly, reſpecting the term Perſons. It is not ne- 


ceſſary to conſider this term, as a metaphyſical and ſcholaſtic 


invention of the old divines; becauſe it may have been derived 


from common and civil life. To have a free will; to have | 
property; to make a propoſal; to bear witneſs; to have the 


relation of equality, or of ſuperiority, to other reaſonable ſub- 
jects, conſtitute a penn. But ſuch things are aſcribed diſtinctly 
to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt. For ex- 


ample; The Father and the Son are two djtind witneſſes : 
while Chriſt, on the contrary, though poſſeſſed of a two-fold 


power of rational operation, is but oe witneſs. (Joh. viii. 
16—18.) For which reaſon, beſides others, Chriſt is properly 
ſaid to have two natures in one perſon. 

Two important ſciences, ſuch as Metaphyſics and Chriſtian 


Theology are, never can, when well conſulted, be inconſiſtent. 
But prepoſſeſſion, or want of examination, may abuſe the one, 


to the injury of the other. Some philoſophers have ſuppoſed, 
that they could eſtabliſh the doctrine of the Trinity from rea- 
ſon: but their demonſtration turned only on the diſtinction of 
properties, or powers, of a ſpirit; which does not come up to 
what the Bible reveals. On the contrary, ſome divines, de- 


ſpiſing all uſe of, and illuſtration from, Metaphyſics ; have 


ſhown, that they did not penetrate deeply into that ſcience, 

In the mean time, according to our ideas, the knowledge 
and definition of thoſe terms which belong to that part of Me- 
taphyſics which is called Ozzlogy, (how generally ſoever they 


be there conſidered ;) owe their origin to particular experience, 


to obſervation, and to conſequent compariſon. But if ſo, it 
| is 


The Concluſion. 1 1 77 


We, as well as thoſe on the other ſide of the 
queſtion, acknowledge, and have often conſi- 
_ dered, the great difficulty which there is in recon- 
ciling the doctrine of Chriſt's Divinity, with the 
unity of the infinite, the Supreme Being. But 
ſhall we reje@ the one doctrine for the ſake of the 
other, if both be well founded? Would it be no 
defect in philoſophy, if it were not known, that 
two things, whoſe connection is concealed from 
us, often exiſt at the ſame time? Logic teaches, 
that a rejection of any thing, ariſing merely from 
its obſcurity, is not a reſutation; if it do not 
carry in the face of it a palpable contradiQion. 
We alſo wiſh to know, how thoſe who think dif- 
ferently concerning the Saviour ; who yet ad- 
here to the word of God, and continue profeſſed 
Chriſtians; can reſt ſatisfied in this examination, 
without falling into a difficulty which cannot be 
F . 5 

The doctrine in queſtion does not depend on 
one or two texts, perhaps, of an improper and 


is not ſurpriſing, that the metaphyſical definition of a per/oz, 
formed according to what we find in all perſons that are finite, 
and known to us in nature, ſeeing they are always diſtin, 
_ ſubſtantial beings; cannot accurately and perfectly expreſs the 
|  diftinRtions which are in the Eternal Being. There is, per- 
| haps, reaſon to ſuſpect that, through an abuſe of metaphyſics, 
thoſe who differ from us, much rather than we, find great diffi- 
culties in acknowledging revealed religion, | 


N doubtful 


| 

j 

if 
4 


N The Concluſion. 


doubtful ſignification. It is not like any great 


and diſputable point between the church of Rome, 
and Proteſtants; which, on the one ſide, is found- 


ed on a ſingle word of Jeſus, which, doubtleſs, 
1s infallible; but, againſt the literal meaning of 
which, a great number of reaſons, on the other 
ſide, may be deduced from both nature and 
ſcripture. On the contrary, the dodtrine of 


_ Chriſt's eternal Divinity is founded on a vaſt num- 


ber of ſcriptural texts: texts, which ſupport one 


another, by a variety of phraſes ; by the differ- 
ent lights in which the dofrine is repreſented ; 


by a particular emphaſis of expreſſion ; not con- 
liſting barely in vague alluſions and diſtant com- 


pariſons, but in direct and poſitive aſſertions: and 
which, by doQrines, rules of duty, incitements, 
warnings, and conſolations, direct our religious 
eſteem, ſubjeRtion, prayers, gratitude, and hope, 


to Chriſt. In a word; it is founded on the en- 
tire connection, the whole contents, and great 


aim of the doftrine of ſalvation; and, particu- 


larly, as it is contained in the New Teſtament. 
Let it not be ſuppoſed, that if the goſpel really 
teach the eternal Divinity of the Son, as well as 
that of the Father, there muſt be an irreconcile- 
able oppoſition between reaſon, or philoſophy, 


and ſuch a Revelation; and, therefore, that it is 
beſt to renounce the ſcriptures and adhere to 


reaſon. Before this concluſion be adopted, we 
3 ebony : muſt 
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muſt requeſt to be indulged in ſaying a few 
words. | 

Firſt, We have before acknowledged, that we 
ought not to credit any teſtimony in this matter, 
except the certainty of it be built on ſuch rational 
grounds, that a man of underſtanding cannot, 
without abſurdity, withhold his belief of it. Nowit 


is a fact, that thouſands, who are prudent and ank- 


10us about their ſalvation ; men, improved by ſei- 
ence, divines and others, whether they belonged 


to the ancient Chriſtian church, or lived after the 


revival of letters, adhered to the holy ſcriptures : 


nor did they thus adhere to the Bible, except on 


being thoroughly convinced of its divine authen- 


ticity. Conſequently, it was not from want of 


underſtanding, but with diſcretion, and for good 
reaſons. BoyLz, NzwrTon, Leiswnirtz, Bots- 
HAAVE, and many other great philoſophers, were 
neither Infidels, nor indifferent about the grounds 
of their profeſſion. 

Secondly, Has what reaſon teaches no diff 
culties that cannot be ſolved ? The philoſopher, 


becauſe he knows much, but nothing perfectly, 
everywhere finds obſcurities. But let us, at pre- 


ſent, touch on the contemplation of the Supreme 
Being. We agree, that reaſon, properly uſed, 

ſhows his high and infinite perfection. We muſt, 
therefore, acknowledge in God, an eternity with- 
out beginning; whoſe exiſtence does not become 


N 2 e of 
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of longer duration by the revolution of ages : 
an omnipreſence; which extends to every thing in 
the univerſe; ſo that the Divine Being is not 
more in the immeaſurable expanſe of heaven, 
than in the moſt confined ſpot on earth: an 


omniſctence, which has an accurate and complete 


view of all things; while philoſophy finds many 


endleſs, and, in their nature, unlimited ſeries of 


numbers and quantities; for example, the infi- 
nite multitude of poſſible things, with all their 


| poſſible relations, together with the unceaſing 


courſe of future things and effects: a power which 


influences every thing, by a ſimple, eternal, and 


unchangeable energy; while the effects differ 
greatly in time, quality, and meaſure; and, by 
the ſame energy, ſmaller, or quite oppoſite things, 


| might have been produced, according to the di- 
vine and independent good pleaſure ; and ſo on. 


Now, do either we, or thoſe that oppoſe us, un- 


derſtand all this? Can we here account for every 


thing, which yet we muſt believe, if we would 
not fall from darkneſs into abſurdity, and aban- 
don reaſon itſelf ? : 
Thirdly, The unity of God, on account of 
which the revealed dottrine of the Trinity meets 
with ſuch oppoſition, is much more a doarine of 
Revelation, than of human reaſon. It is, in- 


deed, perfectly conſiſtent with a metaphyſical 


view of God's perfe&ions, and with our natural 


ideas 
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ideas of the works of creation. We, neverthe- 
| leſs, do not ſuppoſe, according to ſome learned 
A men, that human reaſon readily aſſents to the 
unity of God; but, rather, that philoſophy has 
never given a good demonſtration of it. Great 
men, however, have long and juſtly obſerved, 
that the being of a God, many of his perfeQions, 
and a directing providence, are diſcovered and 
proved more eaſily from reaſon, than the doc- 
trine of God's perfect unity. All nations, that 
were not favoured with divine revelation, ſerved 
a plurality of gods; and the eyes of their viſe 
men were darkened. How comes it, then, that 
we look upon the unity of God as perfectly cer- 
tain,” and, being in that reſpe& ſuperior to the 
Heathens, are without a doubt? How comes it, 
that we conſider every thing beſides that one 
God, as merely his creature; and do not admit 
even demi - gods, or middle beings? Have we at- 
tained to this by the ſuperior ſhrewdneſs of our 
own underſtanding ? No; but by being educated 
in the ſchool of Chriſt. The Bible, then, has 
| helped us to this rational and ſure knowledge of 
God? But as the unreſtrained wildneſs of hu- 
man reaſon is able to break down, or to remove, 
ſo ſolid a mound, raiſed againſt idolatry and ſu- 
perſtition ; that noble philoſophy, which I ſo 
much eſteem, would not be able to ſtem the tor- 
rent of the abſurd errors of men. They might 
not, 


„ 


E. 


©. The. Concluſion. 


not, indeed, immediately offer ſacrifice to Baal, to 


Apis, or to Jupiter. But, according to the tem- 
per of our times, (and mournful experience be- 
gins to confirm it) the denial of a providence, 
and of a future ſtate, would boldly appear in the 


world. The running down, and perſecution, of 


all ſerious religion would be let looſe; and (as 


even a VolTAIRE warned a DID EROT) ſpecu- 
lative Atheiſm, becoming general, would grow 


into practice: and, contaminating every thing, 
would ſoon deſtroy domeſtic, civil, and national 


| happineſs; till men, impreſſed with a ſenſe of 
their dreadful miſery, and ſeeking for better 


principles in the midſt of their ignorance and 


perplexity, would be thrown again into the dan- 
gerous arms of a dark ſuperſtition. O that 
our young divines, that our novices in ſcience 
and literature, that the Chriſtian people, would 


make themſelves familiar with the word of God, 


and adhere to it! 


Now, it is that ſame divine teſtimony, from 


which we ſo rationally learned to know the only 


true God; which manifeſts at the ſame time, the 
tranſcendent majeſty and all-ſufficient fulneſs of 


| Jeſus Chriſt; that very teſtimony which, jealous 
of all idolatry, whether more groſs or more re- 


fined, ſets Chriſt in oppoſition to idols, and claims 
our deep reverence of him, and confidence in 
him, in fellowſhip with the Father. It is that 

1 ſame 


- lt 
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ſame heavenly information, by which man's rea- 
ſon, ſo inclined to err in matters of religion, is 
kept right; which exhibits, at the ſame time, 
that way to the friendſhip of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
which is abſolutely neceſſary, and is in vain ſought 
for any where elſe: it being a myſtery of God the 


Father, and of Chriſt ; formerly unknown to the 


nations, but now revealed, Rough not completely 
underſtood by us. 

Shall we, then, who every where find unſearch- 
able depths in that which is finite, ſuppoſe there 


is nothing inſcrutable in the nature of the infi- 


nite God, and i in the plan of his ſaving mercy ? 
All the greatneſs of man being ſo extremely in- 
ſignificant in the extent of creation; ought not 


his underſtanding to bow be fore the all · wiſe Crea- 
tor? Shall we refuſe to follow that Revelation 


which (in ſpite of all the darkneſs which per- 
plexes the cleareſt heads in their reſearches) 1s 


a light to our eyes, and a ſupport to our reaſon, 
becauſe it leads us further than our own wiſdom 


is able to do? Shall we take our leave of the 


Bible, which has always happily inſtructed and 


- poliſhed the nations, by whom it was adopted and 


followed; and, by rejetting of which, philoſo- 


phy itſelf would ſuſtain ſo ſevere a loſs ? 


THE END. 


Awe, 


4 * 
148288 


Iv 


_ 
SJ 
rY 

1 
by - 
; 
1 


— As — — — — 
5 : 1 


* 
1 - 
* 20 * 
$5, 
o 


1 
F 
5 


9 
* 
z = " 4 % 
' ? * 
1 72 * 
= 
3 = 
? 
1 x 
* 


BRITAN 


NN . 
eee 


v4. 


$: 1 
or! 4 * + 


3.4 V5. 


* 


* re * * —_— 3} e 3 
W c 
RR 


F n 
\ "> n Lo 
. w * 


o 1 * 
* I 4. 
v/v 


„ 
| 
® % 
= * oy * 
5 
* 3 
— 45 * 
4 
W. % 
£4. 
of \s 
** ”7 
, 1 - A 
7 \ 
w 
# 
* 
* 
[1 
4 \ 
+ Y 
* * 
* þ 
«: " £ s 
; ** 1 
0 * 
+ ”w + +» k 


3 * 
* $ 1 

: » 1 

* . 4 


2 
9 
* * 
” 
* $ 
= * 7 ” 


279 


pa | 18 "4 | " 94 * 
e eee 
Tv * 1 


„279 A1 ge 1 212 $7 fi : 
*©a, nt ESSE DD, ES IE} n#* 8 
. N 2 N 'S . V a g * "of 


- - * N 
— — 4 % * 
„ £ 3 
8 4 7 WJ * * * : : * ＋ * — o s 2 * 
Jo 53 * . 7 4 2 8 1 * „ 1 
3 4 4 of 8 ” 9 A * * . " ” N « 1 4 
# & 8 * 1 ** *% 3 
* „5 5 bp: F . P 
* 4A Fo» 2 as — . "IL. 7 N - ; Tom, „ 0 
2 0 — is * +* * 4 | 2 


72 „ * 
5 , , a e 
; 2 > 5 Oe is 
1 * 13 * a 245 SB 


* — 1 * 
, 5 « © 
70 * 8 4 48 1 Fa®;5 n 4 
be: 144d. fo, d „„ %37 
| * + 
= Ka 
* 
— ode * 1 
— ? NY 
Fw 7 +» By wee 
7 4 a 2,007 
— — * ee 1 7 
Jo a a at # * 
* 4 * p þ. MR. , 
* * * 4 
p. % 


„ k +. 
= | 


* i 
P . ee nn 


2 
- 
* „ 
_— 
* 
= F 
, 
2 
* 
, . 
” 
* 
Y 0 
* 
” 
» 
* 
ek oh © 
j 
, 
* 
* . 


